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TWENTIETH APOSTOLIC LETTER

Palmarian Y outh

We, Peter Ill, Sovereign Pontiff, Vicar of Christ, Successor of Saint Peter, Servant of the servants of C
Patriarch of Palmar de Troyde Gléria Ecclésiadierald of the Lord God of Hosts, Good Shepherd of souls,
Aflame with the Zeal of Elias and Defender of the Rights of God and Church.

Fearsome tribulations are approaching foreh@reworld, andsoonthere will be very great sufferings for
the whole Church. You, the faithful, are you prepared for this? The best preparation consists in great lov
God and His Most Holy Mother, but it seems that there are few who love God intensely. It is urgeis that
situation be remedied, taking into account the example of Saint Théresthaitiics toher ardent love for God
and for soul s, showed such fortitude amid pain.
You, 0 i atworkwrdoutwatking, since such acts of love purify the soul and obtain for us the necessa
graces to bear up under the great sufferings to come, and strengthen us in the Faith, for we need to have
love for God to be able to accept auross and suffer deeply.f everyone strives har
|l ove Youo, t hey will t intemgity ag te bepreparedd dievioe Hirl anch wilvthus h
receive special graces to grow in the love of God and preserve Grace in his soul, thangnbf tieal
importance in this lifeWhen a person makes contous acts of love, hehengrows in the love of God, and
becomes so united to Jesus in his heart as to be ready to bear any suffering rather th&@oaodffenly thus
will he be able to overaoe the great trials to come in the not distant futiiis.the love of Jesus that has most
val ue, as Sai n fThe Smaliest werle theermmopt Ihiddem done fdi love, has many times mol
value than great works. It is not the value or even fipam@nt holiness of actions that count, rather only the
love put into them, and no one can say he is incapable of giving such trifles to God, for they are within reac

: everyoned The observatiorof the Apostle Saint Thaddeis for thesetimes i K e e p
yourselves staunchly united, beloved children, in prayer and watchfulness. These
very difficult times, and Satan does roatasan his infernal amiion to win souls to
his cause. 0

We have arrived happily at the end of this Glorious Holy Year of the Rabg,
and those faithful who have recited the Hulfay of the Cross to the Holy Face of
Jesusor the Holy Gregorian Way of the Crossgery day during the entire Holy Year
without fdl, have by now gainean the 3% of December, the General Induirfall
excommunications and sins of the past, for the greater peace of souls, if they he
alwaysrightly confessed and presented their excommunicationspwi#tnowingly
hiding anything.

Thanks to thisHoly Year of the Holy Fac&eneral Indult we trust thayou all
have your souls as clean as after Baptism, and further strengthened to face up to

: coming tribulations. Persevere assiduously in praying the Holy Way of the Cro:s
every day W|thout fail and, above all, maintain that purity of soul, more regessw then evert is Our
greatest desire that Palmarian faithful continue the pious custom of praying the Holy Way of the Cross tc
Holy Face of Our Lord Jesus Christ every dalyis will bring down many graces and blessings on the Church

1



and on faniies. How many benefits do we owe to the prayer of the Holy Way of the Cross during the Hc
Year of the Holy Face! See, for exampl e, t he
Palmarian families amid the restrictions. During N@w Year now beginning, the special graces you receive
by accompanying Christ laden with the Cross along the Way of Sorrowbendl’en more necessary, so that
We insist: ever keep on with the daily recital of the Holy Way of the Cross.

At the beginning of Higublic life, Our Lord Jesus Christithdrewto the desert for forty days, to teach us
the great need for recollection, accompanied by prayer and penance, to overcome Satan and perfect us
Christian virtuesFor a second timan the year 34, Jeswgthdrewto the Mount of the Quarantine with His
Apostles, anagainstayed there for forty daydedicated in a special way to prayer and rigorous fasting, owing
to His approacing Passion and Death, and also to teach His Apostles and disciple®s pospae for future
events.

The Holy Year of the Holy Face was a preparat
prepare. We should not lose heart at the world situation; the moment is coming for us to bigitaotehan
ever, and show the \alr charactestico f  C hspldiesst I tse Gospel our Saviour announced these terrible
apocalyptic events Whangdu seerwars amad ear stumaurs of Usther wars anc
rebellions, do not be troubled. For it is fitting that all thipgen first. But it will not yet be the end; because
first peoples shall rise up against peoples, and kingdoms against kingdoms; and there shall be loath
diseases and ravaging epidemics, and earthquakes in different places, and famine, and teysialediyreat
signs from Heaven. And all this shall be but the beginning of gdai. t keep watch oV
Wickedness shall spread to the point that charity will disappear in many, owing to the great apostasies.
whoever perseveres to the endlksimaeed be savedThen Christadddwor ds of e nclenyoa g €
see all these things, know that the Kingdom of God on &arih at handWhen all these things, then, begin to
happen, look up, and hold your heads high, because the day whentlhehalirbe purified and renewed is at
hand. o

The Lord spoke those words precisely for & that wemight havegreater faith, confidence and love for
God. Christ spoke in that same way to His djbstci
the world wildl rejoi ce. You wi | Well lya tos aanow durely sad; o
but I am to see you again, and your hearts wil!/|
while in the world so thatat this moment, they participate to the full in My joy at the imminence of
Redemptioro

We are already living the passion of the Church; the decisive moments are coming, the moments of dc
preceding the glorious triumph of Holy Church. Théseesof chaosandgloom for the worldy at the world
situation should be times of hope, prayer and confidence for Palmarians. The great sufferings we are
undergoing now show that Christ tigviewing His army, preparing us for the decisive battle. Prayer and
penance are the best remedy and preparation for this battle which is clearly approaching. Fill your hearts
generous sentiments of love for God, &agte trust in His loving providence, so as to be ready to bear the cros

.. He sends you, in reparation toet Eternal Father to obtain the eternal salvation o
soul s, and take heart wSanctity dods eot cersistths
saying nice things or even in thinking them or in feeling them. It consists in sufferin
and in suffering every kindfsuffering. anctity has to be conquered at the point of
“ % | the sword! We must suffer. We must agordze day will come on which shadows
- disappear and then there will be nothing other than joy, inebriation. Let us prof
from our only moment of sufferinglet us look at nothing other than the present
moment. One moment is a treasure. A single act of love will make us know Jes
better, will bring us closer to Him for all eterniy.

Those who rule the world are imposingid restrictionsand obligations wit a
® heavy handAnd we too should act with greater vigourow? By spiritualizing
% ourselves, forgetting worldly things, looking heavenwards and, above all, growing i
.. love for Jesus, with continuous acts of love, accompanied by the spup@seof
servng Christ and Mary.

The General Indult is for this, to begin a new life. If in your past life you have had many falls, now is t
moment to begin again, with the soul clean as after Baptism, this timg e\erything well, trusting in the
help of Mary Most Holy and practisinghat which is so necessary amid the present crisise Devotionto
Mary.




In the world, moral corruption continues to spread everywlsinee, sadly, every vice is being taught to
youth. Young Palmarias are the future of the Churchnd it is vitalat all costso prevent them from being
drawnalongby this tide of perversiori.o this endWVe address them the following counsels and exhortations.

Beloved children: Let your ideal be a youth with characemouth able tdoe strongwilled, able tomaster
his senses, able to overcome cowardice and indifferevite holds in just esteem his immortal soul and can
battle to keep it purea youth who trains his understanding, his soul, and even after much studying can sir
with spirit drenbed in sunshinea youth with a brawny physiqgue whose eyes shine with joy, whose
countenance glows with happiness when at games, but who is serious and thoroughgoing, perseverin
diligent when at studya youth who, above all the goods of this earfpppraciates Divine Grace as the greatest
treasureof all, and the only one we may keep for eternal Litet. your ideal be the youth who never loses sight
of the one, true, holy objective and, cost what it may, decides that it is necessary to persbeeefaith and
reach sanctity. And how do you want to be?

Will power is what distinguishes a man of character. Only the vigorous, decided man with firm will
capable of undertaking great enterprises, be they physical, intellectual or spiritual. Saintofelesas
explains that this firmness of character is the best way of overcoming the dewit@nthgsanctity, saying:
Ailt means much to begin the way of prayer with
to tempt; he has gat fear of determined souls, with the experience he has of the great harm they do him,
when he setaboutharming them, it turns to theswnandtoot her s 6 prof i t, andso o:
muchto assault those prepared, as he is a trueamh yet if he seesegligencewill do great harm; but if he
knows someone to be changeable, unresolved to do good and to persevere, then he will not leave him
moment, will give himneverendingfears and difficulties. | know this very well by exrce, and say that no
one knows the importance of this. Another thing very much to the point is that whoetr@rasghly
determined battles with greaterce and knows that come what m#nere is no turnindgpack. Like someone in
battle, knowing thatfiovercome his life will not be spared, and thabéfdoes not dien battle will die later,
combats with greater determination, and would sell his life dearly, as they say, and does not fear blow
much, as héears in mindhe most important, the \try, and thatis life depends o overconng. It is also
necessary to begin with the certainty that if we do not let ourselves be vanquished, we shall bring the ventt
ahappyend; this without any doubt, that however little gain,we willendupvey r i ch. 0

This is the most important matter in this Apostolic Letter: We are deeply wofae@ great number of
Palmarian youths, in the face of the terrible events to come, are in grave danger of giving in, owing to the v
andfluctuatingwill they have.The urgent remedy to be applied is to strengthen the will, which is achieved
we make many acts of love of God and many small sacrifices to please God. Let us be faithful in doing

£ duties punctually and with greeire and al way sice.ltns prGphekieds
that some day in the near or distant future, many Palmarians will have to suff
martyrdom tostay inGod 6s Gr ace. Are you ready f
haveawill firmly resolvedto die rather than sin, not trustingyour own strength as
did Saint Peter, but praying and watching so as not to fall in temptation.

Learn from the example of the Saints you know, like the Martyr of Purity Sain
Maria Goretti of whom We spoke in our fourteenth Apostolic Letter. ker, Mary,
the Rosary and contemplation of the Crucifix wéne fount which nurturedher
intense love for God as well as a deep horror of sin. Constant Communion led her
greater love for purity andhspired her to take the resolution to die rather than
commit ay sin against chastity ikewise Saint Dominic Savio, whose byword was
. ; " &@i e rather than sinbd; and Saint Tho®r

One of the best examples of the resolute soul is Saint Joar,ad Aumble, pure and pious fiagirl unable
to read o write, for she had nevdreenat school, bushowed herself to be better educated than anyone, ifor he
character wagirm and resoluten fulfiling God 6 s Wi | | in the face of th
humbly confident oflivine protection. God moveaer to free Francérom English dominatin, and espite the
compromising heavenly messageshe obeyed without doubting. Showing an unshakeable faith, absolu
abandonment to the divine will, great prudence and extraordinggcity, she decided to carry out the
enterpriseShe was later tried in @gged court and burnt alive at nineteen years of age, confessing that he
heavenly visions and voices were true. Remember the prayer written byl B&i@seinspired in Saint Joaof
ArcciLord, God of Host s, dvihawe na eomalto liriog pease, butwarfaaanmemeG o
for battl e. I burn with the desire to battle f ol
none other than Love; andtWwiit | will drive the foreigner out of the kingdom and have Thee proclaimed King
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of the souls who refuse to submit to Thy divine Power. It is true, Lord, that Thou dost not need an instrumel

weak as bm but as Joan, Thy virginal and valiant sposs@, i d: O For God to give v
then, my Jesus, | will battle for Thy Love until the evening of my life. Since Thou didst not will to enjoy rest «
earth, 1 would follow Thy exampl eéo

Life is a battle to reach sanctity, and in thegecalyptic times the struggle is far fiercer st8hint Ignatius,
to draw the heart dheyoung Saint Francis Xavier to his cause andrtdeceive s worldly dreams, told him
that it would serve him nothing to gain the whole world if he were thennim demselfeternally. These words,
based o the Gospel sentenceéiwh at s hal | It profit a man to gai.
his soul ?0 penetrat ed thahhe soprobegargto woek withsardaigan the vehole d
world for Christ, and is known as the missionary veffier Saint Paul won most conversions.

In the Gospel, Christ said that in the Last Times thavould grow coldi And wi ckedness
the point that charity will disappear in many, owingtethgr e at  Bgweverifoatke helysfounder of
our Carmelite Order, the apostasies had the opposite effect, for they made him burn with zeal and charit
t hat he ¢ BRumlwih zeed fdr: the fiord God of Hosts, for the majority of the lnfaats of the
kingdom of Samaria have abandoned Youda | i ve with their backs to Y
with zeal preC|ser because his fellow countryrhedapostatized; likewise wo, if we truly love God, have

: - we Qreater motives for burningith zeal for the Lord God of Hosts amid the present
great apocalyptic apostasy. This same loving pealo d u c e d tames thiei r
Greaterds most vehement preaching, S i
heavenly wisdom and apostolic fiteat burned and consumed the soul of tht of
thundebJ ames the Greaterds | abouinlJedisaew, n
until his deatto

At springtime the farmer goes out to look at his land, and is absorbed on gazing

the silent furrows, @ t hough asking: AFi el ds of
year?0 But the | and questions back: i
t oo, the youth at the mysterious thre
| you give me? Whatawait me? 060 But | ife questions |
Al't depends on what you g tothewonkygouputinp u
and will reap the harvest you have so
On promulgating the Ten Comma nYdonuern tGo,d ét hYeo uL owidl
other than Me. You shal/l not commit idol at ryayo

man. At the start, he just wants to render worship to the idols at the same time as to the true God; busthose
(money, sensuality, fame, an easy lifestyle) gain ever more ground and finally come completely to exc
from the soul the worship of the true God. The reckless jews in the desert adored the golden calf. All chilc
amazed, learn this in their lesson on Sacred Hi story; but what was
today, adoring this globe of the earth full of clay and rendering it worship as though it were a god?

As from the Universal Flood, men have never laboured so hard to acquire knowlédgeso much
scientific research, as at the present. We can grant this. How many books, how many magazines, how
schools, how many laboratories, how many museums, how many libraries! One discovery follows another,
hypothesis annuls the previous e , one theory digs the grave of t
has been no age following the Flood to have developed such restless activity in the field of thought.

And yet there is something that powerfully calls our attention. We sd#essing resulting for mankind
from this feverish labour. Today we can know a hundred times more thdorebearsknewa hundredyears
ago, but are we as well a hundred times happier than they were? It would be in vain to deny that we ar
more nervas. We are uneasy. Who doubts it? Are we stronger as well and more hopeful in life? Who dare
answer Ayeso to that question?

The new machine culture has accustomed man to hurry, to live in a rush, and yet according to an orie
saying: A Rwu4tien g eivg | for o Everything in a rush, an
by the dozen in every field, without excepting art. Where does a Raphael paint today? Where do
Michelangelo sculptTime is needed to conceive a well thought out.idea

Let us examine the concept a typical modern ma
does he understamdi by wei thidte Paveennia imeney. Another, mutke
time. Thirdly, order many others abouAnd furthermore,to be able to ealavishlyé  Tishis the life that
modern mandade



We see merconcerned overwhelmed morally destroyeddrivenby money ; al ways ¢

without rest,without peacewithoutt i me t o eat , svitheuetipme senw ére ét o mea |
not hing other than money existsé And the resul t’”
Ah! The result iI's horrifying! Men cannot | ive
lost, honour, morals, a clean hand, a pure heart. If we carry onikesdlon no one will believe anyone else. A
mandés word is no | onger sacred, an oath no | on
scrupulous in fulfilling his duty is called aut

chance to stedl in secret is branded an idiot; and if anyone leads a morally pure liferidieiged

Woe to mankind if she allows earthly values to swallow up the higher demands of thingbel!face of
materialistic culture, technology, mawchry, man does not dominate material things, it is they who dominate
him. As the fly sticks to gum paper, sloesthe poor soustruggle immersed in earthly interests, caught up in
material things, in the mire. And yet, according to the divine plan,hoald be eaglesiVhat do you want to
be, an eagle or a fly? A free flying eagle soaring in the heights or a fly stuck to gum paper?

Ask whatlife is and no one will know the answer, for life is the greatest secret in the kingdom of Nature.
little pebblel i f el es s, i nert, is there in my garden. I
it was, a lifeless pebble. | sow a bean; ijist assmall, insignificant, inertasthe pebble; and lo! After a few
days, it sprouts up, and grows daifowers, and gives fruit. Who can understand this mystery?\ladlo not
know what life is and, nonetheless, life swarms all around us. On all sides we discover a wonderful purpose

instincts which amaze us. Who directs the destiny, the course g this ber ant i fe?é Al
mo s t mysterious enigma of all: the | ife of ma n ¢
being endowed with free will, a being able to become enthusiastic, able to love, able to speak, ablkiso rais
gaze heavenwards, and able to say to the invisi.l

Why do | live? Perhaps, beloved youth, have weuer in your life had one of those solemn moments in
which the great question appears: Just why do | live on earth? Perhaps yilutacey®ung for this question.
Yet it could be that this thought has already taken hold of you.

You take a look around you: you see how men run, how they jostle each other to win their daily bre
burdened with earthly miseries; how can thesar fifty, sixty, seventy years in the galley of life, and
afterwardsé Afterwards? They ddtheylive?2At deat h, i s

It is a question of the utmost importance. A man who had spent his entire life doing nothing but run a
pleasuresaido hi s deat hbed: AEngrave this epit afpdmthisn |
world without any idea of why heame . 0

AFool !0 Why sun? To brighten and wa
woods? To renew the air. Everything hissgurpose in this world. Why does man
_ exist? Must he be the only one without a purpose? What is his purpose? Sol

" incredulous philosopher says that there is no way of knowing the purpose of man

Who knows, then? Ask Holy housr cchr:e af
" Ah! That is what | want to know! Now
~ and serve God in this |Iife and then

Saint Gregory XVII expl ains: inGod

. serve ancenjoy Him; and afterwards to be glorified; but beforehand to serve God
. We have been created for this, to serve God; and as a grace from God freely giv
to participate in His glory. God is so loving, so immensely and infinitely charitable
that, belng ernally happy, He did not wish to remain thus eternally. He wished to cremt®nerto have us

participate in His happiness: a proof of the love of God Who, not needing us, creatédwsu® share in His

glory. Thatis the supreme charity of Gdadwards us: to create us to have us share in His eternal happine:
God, seeing Himself eternally happy, overflowing with happiness, an infinite happiness which only He «
possess being God: exploded with love, and decreed Creation. Creation was aof affecte Love, an

explosion of divine charity, charity which constructs. It is as though, unable to contain that happiness wi
Himself, God wished to outpour Himself exteriorly. And nothing existed, only He, God, One in Essence :
Three in Persons.hiere was nothing exteriorly, because there was only He, God, One in Essence and Thre

Persons. There was nothing else, nor did He need anlonee v e r God explodedé |
namely the Charity of God surging forth and fashioning Creati®ne breath of divine love: the bomb
exploded, and all was done. o0 fiGod is sovereignl

of Hi s Divine Nature. oo



A whole world opens up before your eyes here. Is this the purpose of life? Is yhvgendre here on earth?
Or is it to pile up a lot of money? Or cram ourselves at parties? Or run breathlessly in pursuit of pleasure?
That would be far easier, and to serve God sometimes becomes difficult. And it is thankless work to keey
desires 6 the senses under control. Our whole existence turns into a continuous struggle if we wan
persevere in Gododés servicel But man 6 s pfuwstruggtesve i
must at least | will win a priceless treasure thys combat.

How many dangers there are for the soul of a youth, with modern life contaminated by fritiol&ingy. At
each step, in the street, at school, in books, in the company of your friends, everywhere, you will come

against the sad mockerynbfh e Cr eat or 6s pl ans, tempt at i odangerofl |
immorality, impurity, and you will find young people ofdhsametype
Sol diers have a byword: AKeep watch! o A meiglesi f

of the spiritual life: Keep watch!, so that no occasion for a good work escapes you. But, keep watch,
against temptation! Be on your guard so that your soul may not fall into sin. Keep watch!, rso dimmay
rob you ofDivine Grace in yousoul.

Beloved youth: Do not be weak. Do not exptecfind happinesdybr eaki ng Goddés | aw
number of youths who believed tltee v iswin@llsng words, and only discovered the dreadful lie they
concealed when the momentary pleasure hmiged had faded, leaving behind nothing but a soul vanquishe
and the ruins of a youth sick of life.

What incredible disillusionments many educators Headto suffer in their careers! They knew those boys
of twelve or thirteen years, whose eyes were pured over fl owing with joyeée

graceo before God. Their |l egs grew |l onger byyth
dressed wup in the fashion of t he day, thoughtsj their c
expressions, their behaviour were all/l more | ice

sparkle in their eye t ardrdopeti end é& hteh e rfoasce s@&f tthtee
collapsed; and theoyth, fallen into sin, clasping his hands to his forehead} degpairingly over hi®wn
ruin.

A strange item appeared in the newspapers. At the foot of the great mountains of Switzerland,
magnificent mountain road, a car was speeding. Onashamptui n t he road there we
no time to brakeé and the <car passed over the
alighted. Do you know what the car had run over? A golden eagle. The majestic bird tlatdliethe clouds
was run down by a car that goes along the ground. Why? Because the eagle had found carrion on the
. perched on it and, amid the great banquet, faagouteverything else, did not see the
danger threatening on the ground, did not yearnherserene heights, did not glance
atthesplendidsunwni t i ng it to soar upwardsé

Oh, beloved youth! How many eagdeuls die, run over by the dizzy progress of
materialism! How many youths, at sixteen or eighteen years, discover carrion on t
ground: immorality, concupiscence, carrion they had not seen before, but which no
invites them to go down to earth and
do not hesitate. Do not abandon the I
lies by thewayside.And fear notto follow Christfaithfully; your life will not on that
account become empty, sad, arid.

But is it not true that a life consistently Christian makes a man sad? Is it not trt
that it takes the joy out of life, that it reduces workasty, and turns faces sullen? No. A thousand times, no.
Christ too wants deeply religious youths to be
crestfallen, nor scatterbrained, nor with low sights, norimgtinto a corner, noto be over scrupulous. This
should be emphasized, for sometimes it is precisely young people, more delicate of soul, who have this def

We have to turn to Jesus Christ to find the model of this brimming joy of life: we have toattkto Him,
who saidt ul y: il am |ifeo. The Lorddés | ife is preci
hardened for ms. He Hilmsaem ft hies Btrheea do noef wLhiof esébanid :a
the Way, the Truth and the LifeSo then, atside of Christ there is only waywardness, lies and death.

Today, all the signs are that mankind has redehcrossroads in which she has necessarily to choose one ¢
two things: either modify Christian principles or change our way of life. There isisdiarway. The roman
church chose to modify Christian principles, unilaterally, without counting on Céwigiiose who follow itan
thus satisfy their concupiscences and commit every abomination, with the blessing of their antipope and
curse of Chst.
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In the solemn entry of Isabella and Ferdinand into a Spanish city conquered back fMooteea strange
incident took place on chanting the Te Deum: it seemed as though many voices were answering the triun
chant of thanksgiving from below ground Al I wer e astoundedé Then, cl ¢
NnBl essed be He who comes in the name of the Lor
imprisoned in the dungeons underground, who sang and greeteld thd e r a was the tdumphal chant of
those who were freed from an earthly prisoné

With the eyes of our souls let us also see a processionfpamsyhich is heard the triumphant chant of
those who were redeemed. An-sdilemn procession! First goes Jesus CHrisaring
the Cross on His shoulder, and following come thegonénent, the most select of the
human race. The simple fishermen whom He chose to announce His name. Ther
Peter, the first Pope; behind him an endless line of Popes: almost all those who h:
occupied the Cathedra of the Fisherman. Thousands and thousands of Bishc
hundreds of thousands of Priests who served Christ faithfully, valiantly
perseveringlyThe Fathers of the Church. Millions of Martyrs, wearing on their pallid
foreheads a maditent aureole. Anchorites of the desert amdnks of the cloister
Millions of Sacred Virgins, spouses of Christ and mothers of s&dhkind them

AN millions and more millions, of all ages, nations and tongues, all chanting and prayir
[ in a thousand langgas.There are Saints with royal robes, and Saints of the deser

Now come theHeralds of the Lord who addressed their word to the peoples.tfiben
youths wi th | i mpid gaze; eidgeec aAtnedd bbeyf otrhee t Gibeunr cahl 8l s
Cross on His shoulder.

Beside the wayy whichthe procession passes as from two thousand years ago, stand those who now
and hope in the Redeemer. There are the lazy, the curious, the lukewarm, those who were immersed in w
pleasure; Christ the Reglmer casts His glance over them sadly, as He seesto@ive Him consolation.
There are the indifferent, the eagging, for no one urges them to follow along. But there too are those wh
await with longing, the faraway peoples, half savage, who wouwfdljp enter the Kingdom of God and pray:
AThy Kingdom comeo. Come, oh c¢come, Lord Jesusé
numberedmi | | i ons, those who know about sacrifices,
amid thatgreat crowd, are you, dear youth. You are there too. But in which group? Among whom? Among
cold? Among the indifferent? Among thlesentful? Among the blasphemoud? anong the friends of the
Cross?

In the first centuries of Christianity there waRaman soldier called Mario, who by hisvincible courage
won a decoration which gave him the right to be able to claim the first pesnhtifrionto fall vacant in the
legion. Mario made use of this right on the first occasion and was neemdgrion But right then another

sol di er came up, an enemy of Mar i o0 s
therefore unworthy to be raised to the ranicefturion the post pertains to him, the
denouncer. They asked Mari o. H e is djivea s

.4 three hours to consider. Mario goes to the Bishop to ask his opinion. The Bishop tak
i the soldier into the Chapel, takes the sword fresrcinctureand, holding it in his

hand while in the other he t akédhetwo:he
bet ween military glory and the Gospel
Gospel. He did not wait till the three hours had gone by and appeared before t
ltribune. He was martyred at onceé

Choose! Will your ideal from now on be that ydung Catholics, a Saint Louis
¥ Gonzaga, a Saint Dominic Savio, a Saint Ignatius, with sturdy arm, foreheadtoaised
the stars, soul pure as snow, or insteadtudent of modern life, with weed
LT countenance, dulled eyes, continually going out on thentamd bowed under the

weight of pleasure’? Choose! And you, beloyedng womanwill your ideal from now on be a Saint Thérése
of the Child Jesus, a Saint NlfGoretti, a Saint Joan of Arc, ablaze with divine love, or will it be a dissipatec
girl, with aninsolent, provocative, shameless gaze? Choose. You, what will you choose? Ask Heaver
enlighten you.

You should be educated. Educate yourself interiorly. Model your soul. There is no finer art in the world t
the cultivation of your own soul; for n@@ptor has such noble marble or such valuable bronze as the precio
treasure which is ours to model: our soul.




The success of education depends as much on the teachers as on the pupils.oday 6s scho
know that the teachers aoemmittedto teaclng materialism and moral corruption. Hence all moral and
religious education depends on the zeal of Palmarian parents, and the response of their children. When
Thérése looked after two girls and wantedsé® good relations between themteas of promising toys or
sweets to the one who gave in first, spoke to them of the eternal reward the Child Jesus would give to
chil dr en ObserviHgetlResearmacentisouls so closely, | understood the great misfortune it is no
train themwell from their first awakenings, when they are like soft wax on which one can leave the imprints
virtue, but also the imprint of evil. | understood what Jesus says in the Gospel, that it would be better f
thrown into the sea than to scandalize egga of those little ones. How many souls would reach sanctity if
they were well directed! | know very well that God has no need of anyone to carry out His work. But just as
permits a skilful gardener to grow delicate plants and gives him the neclkssaigdge, reserving to Himself
the mission of fertilizing them, in the same way, Jesus wants to be helped in His divine cultivation of so
What would happen if a clumsy gardener did not graft the trees well? If he didn't know well the nature of e
ard insisted on making a peach tree bear roses? He would cause the treavhictiehowever, was good and
capable of bearing fruit. In the same way one has to be able to recognize from childhood what God asl|
souls and how to back up the action of giiace, without ever quickening it or slowing it down. As little birds
learn to sing by listening to their parents, so do children learn the science of the virtues, the sublime cantic
the |l ove of God, from the souls entrusted to bri

Useyou ti me wel |, use your youth well. With wha
usually spend the greater part of their lives doing evil; in great part doing nothing, and their whole lives in
doing what they ought . 0

A flighty youth, warre d on one occasion to amend his I|ife,
I dondét enjoy myself now while young, when shal
have time! 0 Do you r eallony8flifdgrantedyoula degpdiin writghg assuring You
of forty, or fifty, or sixty years of I|ife? Did
you | east expect, the Son of Man is to comeo?

Time is gold. Whoever dodges hisd@us and t he care of his soul, a

stunned to see how swiftly time passes for the dreamer, and will have to appear with empty hands befor
eternal Judge demanding an account of him.

He will live wisely who meditat® on the continuous agony that life is. What a serious thought! In vain wil
you turn back the hands of the clock; you will but wind up the clock of peéthyet greater forcas well and
time will fly by without cease, on swift wing&ll that we havelived up till the present moment of our life
already pertains to death. How old are you, my child? Sixteen? You see? You have already given sixteen
to death. And how many do you still have? Who can say, other than the Almighty? So then, takédfom ho
each hour. The past has already escaped you; the future is not yet yours; you have no more than the

85 S moment; make good use of it thdar if you reach old age, you will be able to
remembethe years of your youth with gladness, sgentourprofit.

Yes, profit from your youth; you have to make the best possible use of it. Nc
by giving free reign to alyour instincts, but by working on the formation of
your soul andcharacter with holy seriousness, with perfect knowledge of what
the years ofadolescence mean in lif&Vith your youthful strengththrow
yourself into your work and make use of your energies to perform your dail
duties in the most perfect way possible. You are working for eternity

Saint Francis de Sales, on the occasion of tSainFr anci s

: canoni zati on, excl ai med: AHe 1 s no\
f ourth. o And he kept hvigprouscbaradter. Bt koa will sursly umdenstant that &
momentary impulse wouldot have sufficed. Many o u twang mady thingg dvould wistdand dvould like
things to be this way or thiatyet do nothing effective. Think it over well, undertake it with tenacity and
persevere with constancy; that is the way to have character

Charactethat stands out faa firm and decided will to do good is the result of a struggle, a combat, for ou
sacrosanct religion prescribes the practice ofdetiial to help usoteducat our soul,to strengtherour will
and weaken the force of yvhéaprgemygés &Abbh euthievwsp ol
| of ti er s toihich weugavé thelnanfe efé&igilance, Christian-sighial. Without sacrificeand self
denial no great succegs possibleon this earth; and yp do you want to arrive arowning successnamely
holiness and nobility of character, in a luxury trainz28tbe struggle for eternal glogrieve yo®
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And note another interesting thought. In life, everyone has to make sacrifices; the difference is only in-
motive for them. For exapte, do you know anyone grasping? What a miserable life he leads, how he coul

down to the |l ast farthing! He hardly eat s, hi s
wear out his shoes. He stifles all his wishes; lives withguajal without friends. And why all this? To pile up
money. The grasping person sacrifi ce fanhve possiplgaals o

this sacrifice! Is it not worth our while to make sacrifices for loftier goals, a thousandrtioressublime?

Look at the covetousian How he rushes abdutie is on his feet from mortill night, not a moment of rest.
Why? For money. Look at the conceited. See how he dares to put his very life at stake, as long as he bet
famous! How theyhurry, how they sweat, how many sleepless nights for those who go to dances and soire
Could they not sacrifice just half of that to help their neighbour?

Al nside every manritrhiemal i osatiJdeicaminalrgans strengthcyour
interior by itself, and grows without minding; btdr the saintto take possession of youn arduousand
perseverindabouris required You truly work for eternity when you care for your soul. And will you find the
work too hardHarder and loftiethan any work of art is the modelling of the soul, since art works just with
colours, with paintbrush or with chisel, but to embellish a living soul, it must abandon itself into the mot
which is Mary Most Holy.

Man was created to the image and likera@gSod. By his spiritual and immortal soul, by his understanding,
by his free wild.l h e i Bivind Grdcé when itffl@odsehis sqtib e Hisantagey e  a |
The soulproceeds from God, arfths a beginningout will have no end. It did naxist before its creation,
but afterwards will have no end. Everything dies, everytemig but not the soul. Thousands and thousands of

yearspass byand your soul livesn. Millions of beings disappear and your soul lives on.

It is holy realitythai n every human soul Goddbés image is | at
only awaits the artistods fi nger s. thabellririgdr.én my soultoo t
the image of God sleeps; it only awaits the waifrkny collaboration. To take great pains to model the image of
God in the soul; to bind my understanding, my inclinations, my desires to His Holy Will, to be a consort of

Divine Nature: thatisny | i f eds i deal. Sublime ideal!

What is the soul worth whbut God?i The Son of God came down fr
salvation. 0 For our soul!! Al l t he graces of 't he
Why? For our soul: NnJesus Chri st ¢amen itrmteo wtoh isd
Paul, and you, young reader, are also the worst,

down to earth for each one of us.

What am | worth without a soul? Chemists have calculated the value of a hunyagexbotly. From the fats
it contains seven small bars of soap can be made. From its iron content a little key can be made. Its
content would only be enough for a cup of tea. Its phosphorus content would |
enough to make 2,200 match heads, and enonafnesium to make one photo.
Including everything, its whole value scarcely reaches a few coins. This is what it

wort h, not hing more, the human bodyé
even worth a few coins!

And with the soul? And withthesaul it i s worth more th
beggar in rags is worth more than the
gain the whole world and then | ose hi

on hearing these words of the Lord!it true, Lord? Have you given me as well such a
great treasure? Did you entrust something so very precious as is the soul callec
eternal life to this weak and frail son of Yours as well?

Medi tate well on the Lor dostyovathodsand F
acres or a magnificent palace, or a ton of gold, does not reach the price of a soul. No. He says the most th
be sai d: ni f he gain the whole worl do, everythi

been createthy labour, art and science from the beginning of the world. All this together does not reach
price of your own soul! Of what use are all the treasures, the deepest science, if the soul suffers harm?

| magine that you go up ,whydd Yoe huinerYdurselfreeken ta BekomiHg ar
tiny, dependent child in the Bethlehem grotto? Why were You a dutiful, hardwoskingn the Nazareth
home? Why did You want to suffer pain, Sscour ges
gazes at you and says: fAFor you. For your soul

filt follows from this thenthatlcai concer n myselYouwiatstkk ; ed hily ilt
care for my healthMay | not have ambitionsforce myselfat work?Can | not have plans to conquer the
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worl d?0 You have not wunderstood. | t me anmssuch dveay
that your souldoesnot undergo harm. Hencmay you not have ambitions? Should you not work seriously?
Have you not to study eagerlyCertainly you have to! But without forgetting the moaodfered us in the
foll owing Latin phrase: fAWhoever goes ahea®goesn
ahead. o

Whoever has a good ear for musiaat bear a single note out of tune; whoever has a soul to receive Chri
cannot consent to the least defect in his own person.

Take care! Men of our times insure everything: house insurance against fire, against theft, life insurance
the head of theaimily in case of death, wheat insurance against hail, ship insurance against shipwreck, acci
insurance for workersé And your soul? Have you
eternal damnationeée

A prince once asked Pope Saint Baioe Xll for something the Pope could ngtant The Pontiff replied:

il f I had t wgrantd. &ut bssl havel justweullcahngtanti t . 6 | f h g hehcauttl t
expose one of them t dake dare that youorgoerrits asdent dbesmat &lt prep to the
clutches of your passions and in the inextricable labyrinth of the unruly forces of instinct!

Naturally, as in other fields, so too here ti@dest paris the beginning. Weecomeaccustomed to good
the same as tové, andthe reward for the persevering struggle will be that laterwill feel impelled towards
good with the same ease as the @@tbws the beaten track and the fingers of the skilled artist flash over th
keyboard. Amid all our strugglesacts asa spur to think that a willvell directed and trained bgontinuous
exerciseand constant perseverance, not only forms the best sportsmen aadistators, but also serves as a
means for man to rise to the heights of moral perfection. The way oftestut a happy life consists in the
strengthening of character, love of sacrifice, practice of mortificationjngais able to beananfully with the
difficulties of life, laden withmisfortunes and privations times of greasorrow

The most effica@us, sure and meritorious wal/lmeng able to bear with all the contradictions in life, is the
love of Jesus and Mary in the faithful fulfilment of the Law of God and of all the obligations sfate in life;
for if we bear in mind the examples of maitce which Jesus and Maggve us, if we remember how we should
thank Them for Their benefits, if we want to unite our crosses each day to His Sacrosanct Passion so as to
reparation to Them for the offences They receive and win the eternal salfatmmtess souls, then it is easy
and agreeable to embrace all those sufferings which Divine Providence places on dor imago doingwe
have the opportunity to show Them that we truly love Them.

Unfortunately, at present, there is education forgteng, excepfor a strong will. The majority of young
people on passmg from the basic atmosphere of family upbringing to school, alreadyrhalirgawill, from

4 ; so much materialism, useless video gamesadrsgéncef the life of faith.The
conceptof selfdiscipline, seHdenial, spirit of sacrifice, are unknown to them.
And without them, how can we take a single step in a serious spiritual life?

This weakness of thewill is the cause of continual setbacks in the spiritual
lives of young PalmariandMany youngsters are ful
good®é6, but go dingtobeusoledaeset waulth rreed am effdrte n
usingall theirenerges

; ' - For as much: Learn to want'! Learn
mot t o s hCongcratedbdeaevirtuodis and holy lifan Chrisb and Marp s f o.oa st ep s

The sublime ideabf characternowhere do we find such a safe and lafbjective and sucha powerful
stimulusfor selfeducation as in considering the end for which man has beartceed : A We have
know, love and serve God this life and afterwardsto gazeupdn m and enj oy Hi m in

The more you imitate Our Lord Jesus Christ the more you will advance towards an ideal character. You
alreadyhavenoted hat in the course of two thousand years, hundreds and thousands of pawesEught to
give life to their prtraits of the Divine Countenance of the Redeemer in the most varied ways. Each art
contributed his best efforts and talemtésthe work; andwithal no painter in the world has been able to
reproduce the Lordbébs Countenance with the fidel
Savious figure in your malleable soul. Why is the majestic figure of Jesus such a magnifeempiexor us?
Because He is not only God, infinitely superior to us, but also Man.

If you look, daybyd ay, at t he ,ybhwil odercdne sha iscfinateryte sn; if you listen to the
words of the Master, Christ, sin will lose its incentived damptation its strength; and if you contemplate
Christdés patient Face, pain wil|l |l ose its bitter

their crushingnflexibility broken.
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The Lorddés command: B essign.eThefhighedt honolirdor theaChrst@mre soul is to lee
another Chrisby way of faithful imitation. The Christian is another Christ!

What wide spreading horizown$ noble and comforting thoughts does this sentence open up for me! If | am
copy of Chrst, if | am another Christ, then how pure my heart should be, how nobleayngf thinking, how
disciplined my language, how | should watch owsreveryglance, how | should root out all my defects!

In a church there was an interestingeral monument. ® t he deceasedds shield
to be read: AYou ar e anmagndident motto, fvortikang asa likelong maximbyta h i
resolute youthnobly ambitious, able to feel enthusiasm for great ideals.

Howevergopod mywd&r may have been, | do not rest: i Yeo u
betterreputation,greaterpopularity? But at the hour of death, what does it profit a man wére togain the
whole world? What mattethen is to have loved God deeply @anchave done His divine Wilandsayingyes
il y @re capable aho r, pedsising in it. You are capable of being more virtuous ahtbving God more.

But will this not lead me into pride, to arrogaicgou might askNo. It is far easier for someonehw is
easilypleased with himselfo become proudBut to bedissatisfied witho n eo@rs actions, though good, and
continuallyurgeoneself onfurther, is an excellent mearms self educaibn.

What ambition should a young Palmarian hake8t andforemosta great determationto reach Heaven
safely. And to achieve this, we hafinest to fulfil our mission on earthin Palmar, the Most Holy Virgin Mary
sai d: AThe Heavenly Father wants this Pl aceNewo
Church: the Church of the Triumph of Christ over the nations. This Place is called to prepare the natior
receive Christ Glorious in the manifestation of His Power and His Justice. In a word: to receive Christ
Ki n @hisdneans that all the mémrs of Holy Palmarian Church are called to take part in this preparatior
andto struggle and suffer for this triumph.

Man has to educate his will sothatint er penet r at eThe bitiest Sthodb of damcity and |
character, the most sublimmeh er e can be, i's that which Lord kotmy u
will, but Yousb e d &e will lkave achieved #Ht most valuable sekéducation if following our actions,
wordsandthoughts, weposet h e g u e s twhab Irhave dohephat d have saidhas hatreally been Your
Will? Did You too wanthingst hat way ?0

And this education of character has to begin, child, right now. At a mature age it would be tAayiadel.
character is not formed in the ups and downs of life. Orcdmérary, whoever enters the bustle aé torld
without a firm character loses even the little he may have.

The exercise of the will is to lend help to the spirit in the war it magteagainst the tyrannical donation
of the body. Whoever inclisewithout a thoughtowardswhatever instinctive desire appears, will lose the

serenityof his soul and his interior will become preythe forces metY ou will then
understand t hehd oKidrogd omo ralfs : Gdid i s at
1 and those w strive hard will attain it

During theFirst World Warthere wasan oft repeatedaying fiThe best form of
def ence iEffectivaly, twhoeverobeginan offensive already has a great
advant age. Li kewise in the 6racedlithebetepr e
the more you attackyou have to attack day after day, though it be no moreithan
smallscale battlsagainsthe enemy army, who has his tents pitched in your interior,
and whose nanseare laziness, love of comfort, indifferenceaprice, gluttony,
curiositye

The Christian life is one of continuous mortifications@uggle withouguarter the
war of tibBrationsmbichllaétsup to the grave. Where is the battle fought? In
our interior. Who fight8 And against whom? Goocdha evil, the Angel and the beast,
face to face. Who does not feel these two antagonistic forces within?

It was not so at the beginninghe body was the faithful servant of the soul and the
soulwasGodo6s obedient daught er .of blightfsumlight,avishout a clow. Baltvedya)
soonmisfortune struck, at the moment when the first man commiied h né And t hen? |
something in the universedsnappedFrom then on, the body struggles against the soul.

The soul is an ege, which dreams of pure air, with woods, with mountaintapdwould willingly soarup
to the lifegiving heights; but finds itself caught up in the cage of sinful instinctsslasitlvists and turns imer
prison. From the momentvhen man rebelled agast God, his heart became a nest of snakes.aBthis
expression is somewhat strong, perhaps it would be better to say it this way: it became wasttrileA
wasteland, with due care, can become farming land, giving wheat, flowers, life; fegléted will grow
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thorns, thistles and wds. Any land will give thorns and wee if not duly farmed; any soul wifjo badif not
tended with great pains.

The will is like a seed sown in your soul; if you tend it with great pains and make it develop, rowilagd
become arpak tree able to resist hurricanes; but if neglegtegten the ants of little faults cambble at it.
Freedom of spirit can only be the reward of little efforts, constadtresolute a slow labour of continuous
self-correction. Hencehere are so many menoand us who drag the chains of sin about: many are those whc
fearto accepthe hard work of daily efforts.

il coul d, i f | wthem.tTey d. Whae\er. desités to lbe ansarious petrson, has to desire
seriouslyFromn t he Al woul d | i ke too to truly want, i s
who guard the house. Those little toy dogs unable to bite or bark, do nothing useful; they amhineagnd
cost a fortune. Theound thaguards the hae does not whine, but barks fiercely and when necessary snaps
the inopportune guest; so too the youth with a will does not whine, but barks at the temptations of idlenes:s
sin, snapst them to scare them and drive theffy andholds on to theecaynizedtarget until he succeeds.

And how is this done? Ask yourself for exampl e
yourself orders: Halfurn right That is: young manjot o mo r homewdrkat onc e, but at
will begin  n e x t; and/@nevkoponetwo, ahead with tahomework Your worktable is the anvil on which
you will forge your future.

Do you want to be punctual at vprrayy enri?g hit la lothaB!ud

homework 6 It doeswdtu mwatltte al ways have [need®humytoarrivee s
on t i mewhere tlea is the difficulty in getting up five minutes earlier?

Do you want to be virtuo®s i | do! 0 Then practise thay pOrityr i s
patience, temperance, and aboveadii ar i t y, .in Godds | ove

Firm character, moral integrity, is the resultaofarduous struggle of sedfducation, seltienial,of manfully
keeping up the spiritual battle.

Young man, however spirited your tparament, howevefierce you feel the tyrannical demands of
instinctive desireto be and though theysgaulty ou wi t h t he force of a biso
you do not want to be their slave thiosecurrents are vehemeint your life, opposeyour willpower. Youwell
know thatyou canrow against the current, even though very strong.

You have to be constantly on the alert, sisthose moments you gamble with your future, and above all
your eternal happines&nd those rude combats offgou the possibility of assuring the great treasure which is
your objectlve in your formative year§. o d ay 0 s tos re&ddydoiget the formation oft he y ou

- characterhis willpower, andhis spiritual life. Hencethe sad reality thaamong men
alreadyformed abound as well morevell instructedmindsthan steely temperaments,
more science than religion. And yet theibad the State, its foundation stone, is not
science, butmoral integrity; not wealth, but honour and spirituality; not villainyt b
virtue.

What a sad spectaglthat of a youth without wplower! Whatever it is that he has
to do, it costs hintremendouslyt o b e abl erfitnoo 0s.a yA niidy el seot
comment on the way he undertakes the taste he has decided. Heitherfinds his
principles,nor an independent way of thinking, not even when he passes on to high
classesor when hebecomes grownman. Ever on the watch to see what the other is
doing so as to dahe same. A youth of this breed idaneless puppet, a balkyth
“ long trousers.

Fear God alone and your <conscience. gobd fortond# Not a n
you have to tell your companions when tiprgmptyou to do what is forbiddemo! you have to cry out to
your instincts when theylindly urge you on. No! you have to cry out to all temptations whigHattery try to
involve you in theirsqualor.

Il n these times the wor | gtéthatwaansewetheiGmaee offGadsin youe sou
you need to isolate yoursdibm the asphyxiating atmosphere. Obviously, the best thing is to take refuge in tl
religious | ife, which is the antechamber of He
wor |l dos wiutad&deatenyeussslf to saving souls and mgkieparation to God. But as long as you
don Genjoy that happiness, you have dlotch onfirmly to the rock of the Churclsteadfastin Faith and
Morals, so as never to fall like so many Palmarian apostates who by their own fault are on the wayrto Hel
these times dangers for the sabbund and young peopjso as not to be influenced or stained by evil, have to
turn to prayerto frequenting the Sacraments d@adpiritual readingin orderto gainthe strengthto reject the
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temptations of the wadl andto persevee in the Faith. Be vigilant, for the devil begins with little things that
seem insignificant, bwhichlead us on to perdition. Flee from the vanities of the worldcamgersations with
worldly people who takpleasuran obscene jokesnal sensual music with scandalous lyrics. All this is terrible
in Godobés eyes, and has to be paid for in this 1|1

Whoever constantly askévhat will people say®does not yehave an independent character, bsta slave
to human respecAnd dond6t be so afraid of outspoken men
your principles, you will see not once but many tijiest howthe enemyetreats. He is no fighting bulhdhe
attack with his horns, rather a giant snail whichthat least sign oétrong resistancenhides, with horns and
head, in his owtair.

Fear no one; fear only to lose the GraceGald. To abandon anything prescribed or approved by your
conscienceut of human respeaby for fear of gossip oscorn does notally with amanly character. Whoever
is a prisoner of his conscience is a prisoner of God, and to be a prisonerisftdreatest freedom

Passion in itself is neither good mbad; it is adynamicinclination of the spirit. Its value depends on
whether placed at the service of virtue or of sin. Without great passions there would nevieedrayreat men
or greatsaints.However greater the energies our will can dispose of the better, the chief thing is to he
strength in ourarmto manage them.

To combatdisorderlyinstincts is a continuous training which you tson have topractiseday by day. The
youth who is concerned with his <char acdtad rolsamiidéla t
| was born with thisharacter out will work without respite to perfect his souas did Saint Francis de Sales
Repeatwithin, therefore, often: though wild animals dweiithin me, | will end upby tamingthem. | do not
resign myself to beings | wouldbe according tany temperamentiatherl must beas | wantto be as God
wants me

> There is an interesting legemdrelaion to Saint Columban, the Revangelizer of
Switzerland. His whole fortune consisted of a lititene donkey.On his apostolic
journeys, thereaturewent behind th Saint, bearing his modest baggage. One day, or
passing by ahick wood a bear suddenly lunged out of the undergrowthtareithe
donkeyto pieces And what did the Saint do? He went straight up to the bear anc
|l oaded him with hi gou basegkiled gng little doAkey! Wl r c
then,now you will have to take my baggaged A n d b e h pstilldbathedmh e
g4 the blood of the victim, bowed its necknd from then on served his master like a
" tame lamb. Do not ever complain, then, that yoa aery passionate, spirited,
ambitious, vivacious, and so on. Tame the bearyakd it to your carriagd?asson in
" itself is no plaguesolelyunbridledpassion

Passion well employed is that which gitemper tahe will. Only the one who passionatgdursues a noble
causecan overcome all the obstacles. Passions are fiery dimetth® carriage of your life; if you leave them
unbridled they will draw you to the precipice; if you take firm hold of the reins, they leatl you flying
wonderfullyto your purpose

If you have afiery temperamentthat is not yet sinf endless temptations assault you, that is not yetifsin.
you have to struggle against your evil inclinations, that is not yellsivever many faults you find in yourself,
you do not case to combat them.

iBut my temperament is so impassioned! o No matt
but it has great value if you bridle it with a firm hand. If the fghts back the temptation overconearns us
great merit.

Many youths and students have had to keep up an arduous battle against evil incliDaddres.to battle
terribly against a thousand concupiscent temptatemheragainsioutbursts of anger, a third against pride.

You need prayer to infusato youthe spiritt o keep up the battl e. Ho we\
despair and donot | ose heart. ABut when | know
moment.They place a glass full of the strongest poison on the table and tellygul f you want
t his; i f you dondét, you can | eayv e tostayhere ahondredyeas,w

| wo rt drinkit. o

See that you did not say: Al dondét m&mmki tt,o00 dnroi
thousand times ndiow sure you are! And how natural it seems to you! You have just discovered that in sp
of everything there is a triumphant will in you, firm as a rock. And this discovery will save the life of your sot
as long as you ake use oyourwill in the combat against your own sinful inclinations.
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The inclination to evil exists in all men; we all have to struggle nobly against the sinful desires of our natt
If you battle now with manly vigour against evil and are able toasayf i r m fi n o Q you lwttlet netmp
only for yourself, but for your children and grandchildren, whose struggle for good will be much easier tt
yours; your heroic combat will have made their task easier. | caifi!! IRvess on!
An interesting prigiple of physics is the law of gravity. Accordintg this a bodydropped from a height
doesnot keepup the samespeedn falling, butthe speedjoes on increasing. This law also applies to the moral
order.Alas for whoever winkstasin and begins to diajue with it! Whoever starts out on the downward slope
slips everfurther, and falls with greater force the further he is down the slope. It appears that mysterious a
emerge fronthe earth, the mire, the marsh, and draw away the unfortunate who wa®ngtehough tikeep
backfrom takingthe first faulty step.
When a garment begins to tear, it has to be saynimmediately;otherwiseit tears further. If there is a
crack in the dike, it has to be closed immediately, for otherwise the waters will Bkethroughand wash
everything awayln some youthsthe little crack can béhe start of avaricejn otherssensualitymakes its
appearanceor vanity, ambition for powerindolence pleasureseeking. Perdition is almost always exto
failing to take things seriouslywhetherparents, teachersy the person himself.
Many men today do not feel the desire for spiritual cleansing to the same degree as the pagans of Rom
In ancient Rome there were places for religious purificatioevery cornerwherethe pagan, conscious of his
sin, fervently soughtthe liberation of his soul.
The worst of modern am is that despite hawg at least as many sins as the padadoes not feel
conscious of his guiltand isdead even to the desire of purification. We all sinners; are we aware of it?
Whoever makes a judgement full of disdain, whoever is guilty of a lie, of envy, of sensuality, does he heat
voice of his conscience accusihign in quiet moment3 It is the ruin of our times: the loss of the notiorsiof
in a materialized world without faith, without hope, without love for God; a wwitld its back to its God and
Creator andvhichrefuses tserve Him.
Dear youth: do you detest sin? Do you feel uneasy, anxious, after your falls? Do you longfitatipaf?
You are quite thorough in cleaning your fingernails. You use a lot of soag; yon 6t bear t o |

- : ¥ dirty, or a single spot on vy owthin,iayoort h
. soul, do you look with horror at the dust, theid, the stains? Oh! Every time we
wash our hands or brush our clothing steuld ask ourselves:nAl ascleanwithin?

We read the cultural history of ancient Rome eadhot believe our eyes on seeing
the endless number of expiatory sacrifices offeredethrd the lively conscience of
sin those pagans had.

If only men were to keep the Ten Commandments! When a compass is installed
a warshipjt is isolated as far as possible frahe magneticcurrentsproduced in the
shi pds met al | i conshiantelis.the tompass] tigentsorigirate s
the body the inclination to evil can easily deflect us from the right directionferod
our moral lifedown the wrong road if the compass is not fixed on a firm, isdlate
base, over and above all thgitatedtides and waves, above all the rebellious and
deceitful incentiveso our instinctslf it is not God who marks ouwtur moral criteria,
but men, then morals suffer great defation, for what seems sin to one, to another
can seem virtue.

In the @ame way as the laws of nature servehadbass for the material world, so
doGodos Co mnsarmedaghebadis®r human life. God has not gimeais the

i Ten Commandments to annoy usworry usor to spoil ourhaving a good timebut
for our own goodon them depends your eternal happiness or perdition.

The Decalogue constitig¢he basisdr upright human society, to the point that if God had not promulgatec
it, men would have been obliged to invent it. It should not be seen as a brake to humam,filaedas a
rampartto a decent human life.

Love God above all thingshys the First Commandment.

Hence to serve God means to be children and friends of tBed)ecalogue, then, is wealth, proand
bl essing to manoés sublimae.eage, something very

What would beomeof this poor and miserable earthly lifeall menwere scrupulodg conscietious about
keepng these Commandmemntg/e would no longer need prisons,rmmlice. There would be neither lunatic
asylums nobroken homes. There would be need for locks on doorsor ticket inspectors on buses. There
would be no happiness bet rreelerly garemsa b a n daonmpe de dbra n
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defamatory articles in newspapersé And there w

would change i f men were truly to serve You, our
We are not on earth for a life of pleasure: Jesus Christ would have preferred to spend the whole

absorbed in meditation, adoring His Heavenly FatAed He did sovhereverHe could But when it was time

to work He did notdelay for a single moment to do whatever He was ordered, as He knew that wheth

praying,or whether working, in every case He would be fulfilling His duty: the fulfilment of dutp iserve

God.

Duty! The fulfilment of duty dignifies individuals and peoples, while negligence at work leads to
bankrupcy. People who fulfil their duties in conscience resist attadksnphantly while idlers race to their
doom

The fulfilment of duty ever depends omoods Duty deferred from hour to hotakes on an ever more
daunting aspectind its threateningresenceeventually poisons all your joys. Whoever has a debt, pay it a
soon as came Never ever forget this simple ruldirst, duty; then pleasure; or dAfirst dut
Many youths complain that th@have no luck, that nothingigoes ri ght for t hemo;
caseghe failing is one and the sanfer them all amusementsomefirst; followed bya large panethesis, and
then, way back,duty comediredly trotting out

Son, perhaps military service does not await, but the great digs of life await you. You have duties to
God, to your neighbour, to the Church, to your homeland. Perhaps the following plasaseem hard to you;
yet it is the on@lecorous principle forman of honour: OWe are not omg e
anddowhatever Goegexpectd§ r om us. 6 A My f oMdim who senttme, ardbaccontplestHis/ i |
Wo r k , should all repeatit is what the Redeemer of the world said of Himself. Let our nourishment be t
do the Will of the Heavenly Father.

The penance of Original Sin is that all meme towork by the sweatof their brow and so that this penance
be moretolerableJesus Christ gave us the most brilliamample,spending the thirtghree years of His life
working, yet original sirhad nevebrushedup againstHim.

Work, in the mind of pagans, was something degrading, unworthy of fedtmvas only Christiaity that
paid due honour to work, teaching that it is precisely work that ennobles a man. Christianity showed man
the greatatentforce in workfor unitngus t o God & s MW intdrior lifen Work dsteengéhéns the
will wonderfully, as it denands selcontrol seltdenial perseverance. Whoever possesses a will sufficiently
strong to work perseveringly, with conscientious punctuality, will not have much diffiouttyowing firmness
at having to restrain passionspmething quitehard for anidler who performs his work negligently and
carelessly. Man has to work; it does not matter if his work is corporal or spiritual; but, one amyhar we
allhavetos hare in the work by which mawhkevendbesfnot mdto | s
wor k, neither | et him eat, 0 S avorkih orderateedrn tisei lividgare N o
obligedto work. However rich you may be, though you have all the treasures\gpplease, yoware obliged
to work. From inactivity is bom spiritualsluggishnessand its consequence is moral ruin.

Our Lord and God did not divide mankind into two groups: the group of those who do as they please anc
group of those who suffer want, the group of idlers aedytioupof workers.

Now perhapswhile you are out huntingdventurea man whdights exhausthimself inthe fulfilment of
d u t ¥Teéll us, then: Do you believe before God that you have the same value? Can you be at ease thinki
the account you will have to render if you have notked in your life™do you r emember Je
owner of the barren figg r el®dk, fdi three years | have come looking for fruit on this fig tree and have foun
none. Cut itdown thenwhy houl d it encumber the ground?0o0

It is very difficult to keepto the just mean in everythingnd that goefor work too. And so we see beside
the group of the Ni-dérdsos| ahas of the mamalkihnae
no aim other than money and, while they graduallgar themdeges out coldly, glacially calculating,among
them every ideal is meanwhiéaten awaypiety dies, hearts harden, spirits go dead. Poor maaiem They

wor k, and how they wor k!, but not accor di nhgwotko
of slavesit is that of galley slaves of the generation unaware of God; and there is wathelMass: the work
of the Christian. Il f 1 wor k ac sioto ahialtargthetkicheGsiodedindo

an altar, the washg tubinto an altar, the typewriter into an altar, drad, heavy work that tires abéadshe
foreheadwith sweat into an act of worship.

It is something alarming to see how many youiiso in their tender years gave the most promising hopes
later turn aside and follow the path of simeginning withnegligerce in little things and too many liberties.
Seeing the work table or room of some students, all in disorder, spread out everywheosdaadaspect the
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same disorder n t h e y o uybuntakde, ysuo aupboardPyaur roamorder In the first place, outward
order is not just a display of inward order, but an auxilsryport whoever keeps his things in order viiéep
his thoughtdn betterorder Besidesyou musthave order, for mwly an orderly man can be punctual, while the
disorderly man loses much time lang for his things and will always arrive late everywhe having been
disorderly and negligent.

Be punctualHow simplethewords?And yet theyindicatea very importanmears of education ér a strong
character. Tgerform ow duty every day, and whenever our obligations require; to be conscientious down
little details to work in earnesteven when no one sees. Valour is needed, heroic constancy, owgrcom
obstaclesand never excusg oneself from or dodginthe sacred call of duty. We can only entrust the great
duties of life to someone who can be punctual, always, in everything. Someone unable to be ¢goestiuat
inspire muchconfidence when he gives his worddatme unpunctuahndonewho fails to keep his word do
much harm. Take carepn that thefilament of bad habits, o$light negligence andinattentiors do not finally
tie downyour interior life.

Man possesses the right to spesi thatit is his dutyto speak in accord with the truth, use words in their
right senseMa n wads have their content and wound or praise, offend please, correct or deprave. Hence,
words spokenarea tremendous responsibility. We cannot say that someone who does nouphighwords
before speakings trustworthy.

Truth is one of the basic qualities of character. It is a natural adornment, almost consubstantial we might
of youth; so that it is very dangerous to become used to fgng) many cases it can be a gytom of spiritual

problens, degeneracyS ai n't Gregory XVII used to say: i Wh o e
sin. o
Sacred Scripture says quite cleaityT he | i ar i s even wor s ematehahthingd h
only, but the lar harms the person; the thief steals inanimate things, but the liar poisons the air, for
v P s 7 | underminesmu t u a | confidence bet we etuthghecome 0
doubtful o

Our Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal Truth, spoke gently of all kinds okssn but His

¥ words flashed wherle branded the lying pharisees with the name of hypocrites ant
di schar ged HBs umnoinn o Wsengdoinbtiteat@adirsthe Church,
iesbegan to spread in sociwasftulfiledufmTii lhe S a
come when men will be unable to bear sound doctrine, rather, eager for novelties v
have recourse to a horde of false teachers in order to satisfy their inordinate desit
shutting t heir ear s t o t he spreadi  the ar
communications media. There, then, are the fruits of the lie.

How useless lies are! The Latmoverbwarns the liato have a good memory, for
one day or another he will contradict himself; he has to back up one lie with anothe
if he wants to maitain them; and to maintain the second lie he hdie t@ third, a fourth, or a tenth time. Once
having turned aside fromhe way of truth, he treads a marshy terrain in which the feet sink ever deeper. Sha
and | oss of honour wwiihe liatsboaer thawithithec riiTphelye .cta t Wha |
do for man? He can deceive his neighbour, but God never, as He is omniscient and His gazarulerce:
penetrates everyt bsibettgr thanGe dulicesglasy, @and peneted usedeeper than the
sundg ntaayd he waterds dept hs.

Someone ask$iWhy doesa lie which harms no@haet o be a sin?0 Becauf®e s
there is nannocentie that harms no one. Such a lie does not eiisg if it harms @ one elseit surely harms
oneself. As Our Saviour commandede all have totend to imitate the Heavenly Fathgy the perfection of
our soul; hence we must also imitéten in love for the truth, in veracity, in honesty. And | must be like unto
God, theGod of truth The truth bears a divine emblem her forehead, and whoever sins deliberately against
truth also sins against God, even in the cdsiing noharmto neighbour.

It seems that theoncept of respect for authorityusterly lacking in the deology of many youths. How they
criticize and belittleeverything there isschool,teachers, home, parents, catechism, catechist! Everything in th
world priortot hem i s aEvVefimpodkemagd. made on them is not
they learmat catechismig st al e t hi nkingo. The warni gsplei v &an
modern youngpeople almost demandattheir parents obey them. They consider freedom to be their greate:
treasure and see a drain oattineasure in everynstructionthey are given.

Watchout, my son!You have to obey because our Creator laid this down. There are young people who th
that disobedience gives them true freeddfat no. Rather dissipatioriYou have ever to be obedient, not
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beause it is necessary but because smwant, because you know that it will b& your good What you have
to do, you have to want to do as well, and yoll benefittwice over Often recite the sublime words of Saint
Augustine: ALorMqu gwialnlt, mend ot deon asommand me t o

Beloved son: you have to apply all your strengthatbie\e this one purpose: | must make the sublime
flower of the Christian virtues and a pious character blossom in me. | am a growing tree. | am anmgd bpe
am asown field that promises. | will work without cease during my youth; in my soul | will prune away th
wild shoots; | will muster all my strength to become a man of charatténom the Angels of Heavesan feel
proud The souhas to be redeaed, and the price of its ransom is battle.

Though the human race today aspsekelyto material progress and has turned its backsCreator, it can
still be converted and attain eternal salvation; and the characteristic of the Palmarian youté sémaients
is for sure theooted and enthusiastic conviction that Divine Providence has reserved fas hirel| for his
efforts, a particle of tls great work, and that he, with a ligatrustedo the Divine Will and with humble and
loving supplicéions, shallcontibute to this triumph of the true Church, still to come.

Our sacrosanct religion urges and obliges us to the punctual performance of the smallest duties in our
life. What does it want us to do in earthly life? Cross our arms araindreigh,and paint endlessheavenly
pictures? By nomeangV\hoever | ives thus would be mistakenl
God created the worjdbut, after sin, commanded man to work and cultivate the earth, making hsarefson
ard diligence. Hence when man, with all his toil and joy, with alltfesibles and consolations, goes oub
theworking world, he fulfils a divine mandate, for he acts timpelledby the Lord. The Lord also takes care
that man, despite all difficultiesnay neverleave off that work, and as incentive, together with the sweat of his
work, places its joys.

God created man to His image and likeness. When dagsdlitiine likeness shine out in usorethan at
work and prayefor the sanctification of soulsyhenwe suffer to make reparation to the Eternal Father,aatd
thus according to the exampleafr Godand Saviour?

Have you heard of the dispute between the eagle and theglitlé dcr est ? fALet us
gol dcr est dandseewhoeanrsest ol et ,heid great est height. o0 The
|l i ke an arrow pierced the skies, Igdoh tdesbdck bf yhe d¢adgles
and when up in the dizzy heighte eagle soughb rest withtriumphal satisfaction, the goldcrest, astute, with

afewflapsrosa | i ttl e further and cried out victorious
never have arrived at that height without the eagle.
Todayods <ci vi |l i zdaeights of stipandousrpeogresst getl hotvdver, seeks to forget that .

modern culture has its origin in religious cultunasfed on it,has basedtself on it toreachthose heights and,
unless it wills to perish, cannoénounce the mother whgave itlife. Who were those who laid down the

: foundations of civilization among the pagan peoples? Who taught them the basics
agriculture? Who conquered the virgin for@st8vho took civilization out
everywhere? Here is hist orepts) the ores ol the:
Catholic Church.

Let us continue asking: Who expanded the domain of culture? Who ran schools 1
centuries? Only the Catholic Church; there was no one else, not even the State its
to worry about science, the founding of hospitalrphanages, asylums and every kind
of work of charity? Christianity has been the most abundant fount of the positive forc
of work and of the conquering and evangelizing activity of the world.

In our days, mais turning himself into agod by his boldnventions, and seeks to

supersede Godb6és power i n t hlifesallopd itaelf ot
be drawn along ever more the wake otechnology, an@n the younger generation
imposesan exaggerated technological mentaliggvingthe soule mp t vy . Children in t

noideaot he t hrushoés song, t he theyartuhawaredosGod and Hislwprkstbhte
those same children are capable of saying at fifty paces distance, blindfolded, just by thef sberdotor,

the make of the motorbike passing by. They have no idea of the difference between wheat, rye, oats and b
but know all the tricks for video games. Is that normal, logical?

What a strange and per pl e x ifal he wopdcavdrflaves lwigh emtbédttered; t
grouchy, desperate, broken mené, when we all ou
epoch, in which human science, with its countless unsuspected technical creations can make life tifioke bea
easier, and richeWe ought to rejoice at living precisely today. And yet we do not rejoice. Because we canr
rejoice. What is the cause? To have been overcome in the greatest revolution ever seen on earth.
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Man saw inthe machinghe possibility & sudden wealth, anthis feverishrush for wealthturnedaims and
valuesupside downin a fatal way; man forgot that the machisdor the purpose of seing mankind; instead
of which heis placedat the service of the machiné/hat has been the consegee? the painful and tragic
fact thattechnologybegan to develowith giganticsteps while our culturebecaméogged downand religion
was leftabandonedn the face of thenaterialismimposed The machine has risen up to become an instrument
of crud, dictatorial power in the hands of the technocrats who rule the world, because mankind has rebe
against God and shaken off His holy yoke.

There is a great difference between the creative work of the man of yore and of the man of toc
Previously,the creative energy of man watrected chiefly at the service of spiritual culture. Hence the
masterpieces of architecture and painting; the gothic cathedrals, so delicate; castles and palaces,
vestments and vesselapestries and industrial goieces, such as we are unable to create any more.

Why can we not reach such heights? Because we do nothevkaythey did beforeTo what does modern
man dedicate all his time, his every drop of blood, all the fibres of his being? To machines, and alway
machinesBut the penance is in the sin.

It seems that mankind wants to use machines to mockk@@ddh e chasti sement Bye

the sweat of your Dbrow will you eat your breaed.
as instruments for the ancient serpgmd his stooges to corrupt and control the world.
Do the workincumbent ory o u : OQur 1life is destined for God?®os

our neighbourHence we have the duty to cultivate in selves all those aptitudes which can help us to achieve
those objective The youth, whose actions, thoughts, words and doings in lifgusded bythose nobleaims
is a youthwith a lofty spirit.

And this is the essential: to act in accord with holy aable principles; do everything for love of God and
to carry outHis Divine Will, imitating the holiest lives of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and acting in union wit
Them.For as much, it is not enough to have good thoudputisbesides that they produtteeir corresponding
sentiments, and from those sentiments spring forth resolutions and actions.

The principal characteristic of the spirit the youth does well to have is not to show such appreciation
material progress machinesotorsandelectronic dewies, but above all #se thingsheartilyto believe in the

‘ reality of invisible ideals: his own sanctification, honour, the conscientious
performance of duty, the love of God and Mary Most Holy, and love for neighbour.

While the worldly dedicate their effts to material progress, behoves you, as
member of the true Churctg be conscious of the duty to contributeGm d giesiter
love, glory, reparation and serviga,a n k i condeiisnands o udtesnél salvation
The noblesoul does not thereforelas i Wh at  rbhehsapy inlthis dvorld? to g
but says: Al wi || d o thenp e d (htayhip & thebwak to0 0 v
acquire true happiness here and in eterhifg. all have to work, without exception.
Youth as wellthen If you are a stueht,you shoulddo the work incumbent on you,
namely study.

If you have a room to yourselérrange it with good taste and keep it always tidy.
Place a small crucifixthe Holy Faceand an image of the Virgin where ydo your
studying, and often raise yo thoughts to the Crucified Saviour and to Mary Most
Holy; you will see the strength and energy thaing from these short meditations.

Try to improve the course of the world, amdhke your love of God lead you to
resolve the great spiritual problemsiwbh h af fl i ct t he worl d, | OneSundag
looking at a holy picture of Our Lord on the Cross, | felt profoundly impressed by the Blood falling from H
divine hands. | felt deep sorrow thinking about that Blood fallingpéoground without anyone being concerned
to gather it up. | made a resolution always to be present in spirit at the foot of the Cross to gather up the d
dew trickling down, and | wunderstood than t hevo@i
thirsto |ikewise echoed at every moment in my h
within me. | wanted to give my Beloved to drink, and | myself felt consumed by thirst for souls. They were 1
yet the souls of Pri¢s that drew me, but those of great sinners; | burned with the desire to draw them out
eternal fire. And to intensify my zeal, God sho\

The danger of pridéVe often come across proud youths who Idokvn on everyone elseWhat is it that
leads to such pride in those youths? For drig having a wealthy father, fashionable clothitigg latest model
of motorbike. For another, aell-proportioned, delicate, gitike face. For a third, a mind wiekwake,
spakling replies and abilityo study. None of this is merit of theirBhey have no true value, but are passing.
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And besides, without beauty of sotthey aremerely outward, something like a garment turned inside out:
without seeing owvardly how worn it is inside. On the table of those conceited lastsould be writterthe
phrasewhispered into the ear of a triumphant Rorbgit he sl ave s e Bawareoffallendp D nd

An interesting fact was published on a count. He was from a modest family; bks thams diligence and
steadfastnestiemade progress life and scaled the highest State offices, so that the King named him a Cou
for his merits. What did this ne®@ount do toavoid falling into deep pride He frequently called himself
ACount gMmed hi and in this wayimselbtimetvirtue wiHurhility. Wenaset all |
barors, counts and princéiNothingMineo. What do you possess that you have not received from GAoat?
if you have received it from Him, since nothingisyourat her everything i s God
you had not received it from Him? wr i t es Saint Paul I n one of his

Have you seen a sculptor at work? Before making the model, he prepares the clay: he brelaksatisit,
works it, so tlat afterwards, when forming the definitive sculpture, the clay be more malleable and soft in f
artistoés hands.

The chief objective ofsecondaryeachingcourses is térain your mind so that you can think with discipline,
judge welland study usefully. Yuths are needed able to penetsatdtly into thecrux of a questionyouths
who can order their thoughts, link them tqgether deduceothers from themfind their right expression,
follow the reasonings of the resee at once the possible defectwkaie 6s own reasoning
think in an orderly way. All thesubjects assigned in secondary school courses should develop the ability
think without mental anarchy. You wilhus learn to carry out true mental work.

Thetortoiseand the har challenged each other to a race one daygdhewas taeachthe edge of a nearby
wood. Thetortoisestarted out with great fervour, sweated, forced izelfThe hare, with limitless confidence
lay down on the ground under the splermisrays ofte s u n , and thought: Al di
sweat in vain. In two leapswill | eave you so far behind that you
tortoisewent on its way, dragging itself along, sweatislgwving away, anteforethe hae realizedit needed
just onepaceto reach the woodlGoodnes s ! | d&ktlgoingbaexcaiméddhe hatenHe ldaghead,
took another leap. But before the third, tteetoisewas al ready i n the wood?é
overcome talent.

In spiritual work as well, constancy iscandition of the firstimportance You
cannot say that he Fr ench sayi n gorrespogderactlyte tha s
truth, butit enshrines a great part of ¥hee is a long e of highly talented youths
who ran to their ruin due to their flippant way of thinkiffidgnough not takingt very
seriously, they did their secondary schooling with the best marks, but in life gave r
fruits, precisely because they were not accustomed to working systematically. Th
got nowhere. On the other hand, many famous celebrities had no moranthan
_ | averagdalent, but were able to compensaiethis by iron discipline and constant,

| systematic work.

To Al earn with easeo is doubtl| déameda
to study.l h a v e mang\owhs say to themselves. For now let us grant them sc
but talent in itself is not science; only the means to achieve it. And many talente
youths failed in secondary classesatthe University just because they didt make
thelrtalentgranted tothemby Gobearf r ui t. A Persevering | abte\Wrgl They er
tortoisecan overcome the hare!

Sadly there are individuals who are not very given to this persevering labour. DuriRigsthé/orld War,
the hussars, with their characteristic impulse arekistible heroism, charged into the very nedtememy
artillery, and died! for they did not like weeks and weeks of inaction in the trenches. In titewersthe
method of trenchewhich won he day In the same way, in life success is main by heroic chargesyy
momentary impulses, but by diligent constancy during yearsustrdims. Thouglat the starit may cost, you
have to learn.

This active patienceaised upthe ancient architecturalorks at the cost of enormous labours; it instigated
the medieval monks tarite copes their whole life long, by the weak light a@h oil lamp the works they left
to us the Sacred Scriptures, the works of the Fathers of the Church; this same petenitiee laws of force
in natureafter fruitless experiments during many decades and centuries, and subjugated them, one after an
so that they might serve man. A Hungarian proverb says that patience gives roses. It also gives sci
instruction,method, culture.
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AHurry, h u r koyerandgdentaw i tthhe! owars t he wat ¢ h sobDogouknbw me
how long Dante took to write higorld famous work the Divine Comedy? Just thirty years. And Dickens, the
great English writer, says thatich of his books cost hian enormous labour. Prescott, a famous American
historian, was almost blind; and yet when it became necessary for him totlearlanguages, in himaturity
hespent ten years in the study of languages in order to writedas gorkon Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain.

When Titian, the world famous painter, sent his celebrated Last Supper to Saint Charles | of Spain, he v
the foll owing: il am sending to Your Maj es night, a
f or s e v ¥imil wateatmeAenetd during twenty years; and nonetheless wanted to destoejore his
death, not considering it good enouglén&on copied out nineteen timdss celebrated educational work,
Telemachus, and even in thetlaspy erased and amended much. Edison was still a boy when he spent half
nights reading, not novels, but technical manuals on mechanics, chemisélgetricity.

Tolstoy, the great Russian writeayas highly critical of his own works, and said th@dycomes tdhe light
of the sun after passing it through the sieve and washing it over and over again. He did not correct onl
rough drafts, but also the copje® that thelefinitive textwas sometimes the third transcription, but there were
passags which he still corrected many more times. Watt meditated for thirty yedris @team engine. The
astronomer Herschel wanted to fabricate a concave lens foofdme telescopes. He made omeit it was
inadequate. He made a second, neitlethisturn out well. A third, neither did this serve. He made more than
two hundred concave mirrors before fabricating the one mwabded But in the end, he didSee here that
diligence and perseverance lend efficacious hetpatalent of genius.

An eloquen example of the magnificent results which the exercise and discipline practised inateuth
produceis that of Robert Peel, one of the most outstanding orators of the English Parliament, who refuted
his admirable memory, one after another, alldhguments of his political opponents. Where didgbe that
excellent memory from? When a boy, on returning from church, his father made him stand on a table and r
the sermon. At the beginning, as is natural, it cost him; but the exercise led rsothokeenness of
understanding that he recited the sermons almost word for wordhéieaved hissuccessn mature years to
this arduous exercise as a child.

Stephensondés parents, poor as t thefyturenrerentorfothd seeank e
locomotive to school. He had to work twelve hours a day; but he robbed time atmightble to learn to read
and write. He was nineteen years of age when he succeeded in writing his own name, and what joy it gav
to be able to cultivat his mind in the short moments he was free! During the rest allowed for meképthe
himself busy by solving mathematical problems, which he wrote osidles of a coal truclStephenson later
worked for fifteen years perfecting his stelmmomotive to achieve success.

After considering the admirable diligence of the inventors of so much material progress, vegifyatinat
ithe children of this world or |l overs of this
concerned than the ¢hidr en o f Light or Gospel foll owers re
What do so many efforts serve that do not lead man to his supernaturdl @t i t y of vani ti
man does not employ his life in the service of Godathsting benefit does he gain from all the work he
| abour s a tFeao@®od &d keepH®B €ommandments, because this alone avadgbeatesiastes).

All is vanity, save to love and serve God alone; this is supreme wisdom, by contempt for theowselto the
heavenly kingdom.

Worl dly inventions are miserable in c¢ompWeaaresnon
the century of inventions. Now we don't have to take the trouble to walk upstairs: in the houses of tl& rich,
replaces the stairs to advantage. | too would like to find a lift to raise me up to Jesus, for | am too little to cl
the hard st ai rliwanytofiodthepvayrtofget totHeawven By a little way that is very straight anc
veryshort,byd i tt 1 e way, ¢The hftpvhichthas koyaisereewp to Heaven is Your arms, Jesus
And for that | do not need to grow; on the contrary, | have to continue being little, | have to become ¢
littler.o

Let us not lose time seeking that worldlysdom to be found in mobile telephones, computers and
videogames. Seek the wisdom of God, as the Lord said in Pdinfah e Ghost as you know, breathes
when He wills, on whom He wills, and how He wills. Naturally, he will breathe more impetuouslpsa dh
you who are more consecrated to Me. That is the crown of wisdom: to be totally consecrated to

consecrated in Body and Soul. The crown of wi sdc¢
Heavenly wisdom is found in the Gospel Law whi
not worry then, saying, 6what shall we eat, or
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pagans do, who worry about those things; and your Father well knows you have need of them all. Seek
then, the Kingdom of God and Higrht eousness, and all those things
Seek with ardent zeal the Kingdom of God and His justice, so that the face of the esytinmewed.
AHow deeply are men engrossed i n tohbadilpliferasdhowlittle f
they are concerned for the salvation of their souls! They selfishly place spiritual interests after material ol
when the latter come to us as consequence of the former; for the Gospel words are trustworthy testimon
the Heavenly Father will givéhings necessary to sustain the body in addition, to those who seek first tl
Kingdom of God and His justice. And if God, Provider and Conserver of all things, causes the rain to fall :
make the fields grow for the bodily mashment of the wicked, with greater reason
will He make the work of those who serve Him uprightly be exceedingly fruitful.
Let your first concern, then, beloved Palmarians, be to attain your ow
sanctification, for all the rest you will receive in addlitj and thus yowill carry on
weaving your imperishable crown of glory promised by God to those whe serv

Him uprightly and unselfishlyodo, wrot .
Where to seek this Ki ngdom? CHhei s
Kingdom of God is wiin those who areinGrase t hat i s, this

the state of Grace. The opposite of the Kingdom of God is the kingdom of darknes
those who are in mortal sin. Aiis Justice? Justice requires that we obey the Law
of God, and justice demasicas well that we render God adoration and offer Him
reparation for disobedience to His commands.

What worldly Ioss can counterbalance tlgain of Grace? Poverty, pain and affronts, which are the
afflictions which men feel mosare nothing in comparisoo the happiness @hjoyingG o d Grace.

Outstanding mong the inventions of the present centang telecommunicationdy which people can
interconnect with each otherr st ay i n their homes and | ive a
conrected up to the o mp u artdiaiabirgelligence, which separates from the reality of the eternal truths.
this too, the children of the True Church hadvancesvh i ¢ h s ur p aisventidngbecauseowe laré 6
now betterconnectedto our Best Frends, for besidebeing able to receive Holy Communion with such
frequency, we have the doctrine, unknown in past centuries, of the real presence of Jesus and Mary il
hearts, where we can communicatéh Themat any momenin sweet loving colloquiesThe reality isbest
found within the soul in the state of Grace of God; therewelfind happinessLet us aspire including to an
intimacy and union with the Lorgduchas that which Saint Thérése noted when God spoke to her through tt
lips of Mother Gemvieve Sofimy admiration increased as | realized to what an eminent degree Jesus Vv
living within her and caused her to speak and act. Yes, that sanctity seems to me the most genuine, the
holy and it is that which | desire for myself, for thereasraom for illusiono

On a splendid July morning, two students set out to scale the peak of a high mountain. Both had been bc
the great Hungarian plain and had never seen such magnificent and gigantic mountains. To the sounc
cheerful song they we hurrying along, and laughing, left behind them an ancient who, it seemed, was a
heading for the peak, but with such calm, such measured steg&wbatthe snail creeps along more rapid|y
observed one of the students. When they turned to lodkdtdhe ancient after ten minutes, he seemed to then
a little ant in the distance at their f ¢heyttookfigeu t
minutes rest every halfour; later, they had to stop to rest for a quarter of am. hénd nearmidday, when
they lay down completely exhausted beside a cataract, suddenly along the path appearedntiae,saiadl
with the same calm, measured steps as in the morning, went on ahead,of temd c| i mbedée
every hi ghientwentupt,;theagannappeada | i ttl e anté The two
stretched out on the rockiere overcome by a weariness which paratyfeem Because to reach the heights
and conquer the chosen summit, a yauthurge and a suddetinder blaze is not enoughrather calm
perseverance, constan everthe same.

Reading is one of the best means for-sedfruction. The understanding of the child iselia great empty
room, and that room has to be furnished fathdd, takinggreat pains byvay of study and worthwhile reading.
You can learn excellent things from good baaksd quench your thirst for knowledge.

From Sacred History and Ecclesiastical History we can draw agreadb r e of practi cal
t he school m3ake anrinteedt indligioisematiers read all you can about them in Church
publications; dondt be satisfied with just the
and teachings of Christ, and the exemplary Lives of the Séintsthe more you knovaboutyour religion the
more you will feel drawn by her.
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The prime cause dhe religious indifference ito which mature and intelligent men fall tiseir failure to
know their religionintimately, so that, as Sacred Scripture categoticl y tisen plasphemi@ holy things
pretending disdainfully t o stadfasspiratianyowth ravdals whio énds.ao
way d learning abouthe beauty of his religion by way of lengthy study and meditated reading, ineoredty
novels and scientific books!

The natural sciences, welhderstoogddo not attack the truths of religipquite the contrary theyhelp to
prove them.Youths still lack the capacity to makebalancedudgementand general instruction by which to
exercise a rigorous reviewf ceadingmatter Nothing more naturafthen,for themthan b accept as current
coinage theheoriesof writers hostileto religion; theorieswhich are certainly incompatible with religiobut
incompatiblewith serious sciencas well

We cannot demand of a fifteen or sixteen yeartlodd hediscover thdallaciesin certain reasonings, nor the
partiality existing in certain affirmatioria some book Chiefly, at this age they should not forget the words of
t he A pAndnoWw that yoil have received Our Lord Jesus Christ into your hearts, follow His footste
united to Him, rooted and built up in Him; and therefore strengthened in the &by learnt from us, the
Lordbébs Apostl es, gr owi ng ntly giweng ldim thanks Ba atert sorthatiHo one a
seduce you by means of a useless and fallagawilssophy,nor other vain argumentdasd on human
traditions according to the things of the worl d,

Holy Churchhas always been attacked by the worldly with books, but all the objections and difficulties th
inventedhavealreadybeenresolved hundreds of times in a satisfactory wayu have an excellent apologetic
book by which yowanbe on your guard againstetinsidiousobjections of the oppositeamp, without thereby
jeopardizingthe great treasure of your faith in any wawggd it isthe Palmarian Ecclesiastiddistory in which
you can read the chief errors of the different herdtibswed bytheir refutaton.

I n the first days of January 1902, the newspap
burnt while reading. 06 An AecaviedasaaChristmas ipresemtn finterestirtg e e
book The reading captivatecehto the point that she could not lay the book down even at nigkhesat
beside the chimngyeceand continued her readinigy the firelight Suddenly she cried out. Her plastic comb
had caught fire, and s pr e a dfortumate was gansjormed irdosa living torch,
How sad!

She was burnt while readingdow many adolescent souls cowgply that same phras® themselves
Reading can be very profitable, but also very harmful. There are parents who fear for their ehnilthevh
March winds blow, they take catbkat their suits are spotless, laure not worried abouwvhether their son is
gulping down the filth of immorality, undermining his whole life wititems of worldly literature. The
communicatios media even more so than readingplaceloads of rubbish n c hi | drabwayd sn m
conformity with their lower instincts, above all laziness, impurity andlee#, so that they turn out to be
indifferent youths|acking inideals, wanting everything twe totheir tasge, with loads oftime tofritter away.

The most grievous danger is in reading novilfias been clearly shown that even the reading of gooc
novelsentailscertain dangers which should be borne in mind. The reading of novels, dexeetsgivesfree
reign to a world of sentiments iayouth,promotes his fantasy, twists his will, and cases are not rareuobsis
or at leastveakenedernes On the other hand, it cannot be denied that good novels can exdeisevolent
influence m the readergxcelent description of certain historical eras, noble ideals for which the heroes i
those novels struggleard etc.) It is not a question of strict prohibition, but of prudent selection.

The youthwhoseeternal salvatiomatters to him will not launch inta bookwithout a thought Whoever

eats everything within readpoils his digestion,and whoevelikewise reads everything at harslp oi | s é
soul. And this evil is a thousand times worse than the other.
A famous French writer, Paul Bgg t , s a yisno ong Who afterea sincere examination of conscience

would not be obliged to confess thathed agehe would be very different hdue not read this or that other
book. 0 We cannot c¢cross a puddle without stainingt
Zola did not allow his chilren to read his own immoral novels. Nietzsche was asked by his migber:
which of your books should | rea@i@Mother§ he answerednone. They are not written for y@lf they did
not dare to place their books in the hands of their children or moiigher should you have them in yours. It
is possible that superficidlivolous peoplesmile when they e you saythatyou do not readvulgar books
becausethey do not agree witlyour principlesor your religion. But ther ironic smile will disappeaon
Judgement Day
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No one can reasonablyrand you adackward omncouthfor the simple fact of not wanting the destructive
poison of such book® enteryour soul, your one souas neitheis anyone branded as backward in scighce
he ishappytoknowt he poi sons there are in the chemistods

Sometimes the influence of bad books is not clearly and deliberately manifest, but the thoughts acquired
hidden in the subconsciguand later, perhaps in two ats, for example in a temptation, the youth will be
unable to resist because he previously read an

the content isds t to memory, and despi t ecauwddlhigé fall imht keatofu b
temptation.

AWatch and pray so t hat ngeware ofifalse gudes of paophiete i T h &t € n
the Lord warn His Apostles. And yet you think you can read everytfiingat i s t o presum

me no har m.eothefonleong? @teperhaps can fall, butot you? Are you stronger than other
mortals? Do you rtdhave toprotect your soul from false prophets?

Whena hurricane is unleashed and the sg@s up, setoutin a frailbarqggen d t eld $ WhdnA ®
anavalanche thunders by, drawiafpngt r ees and houses, shoenpdto utd uitr a
would ke simply ridiculous, no? Well, as long as you cannot do that, do not say that badlbgaksno harm.

Youthsadmit withait protes that reading immoral books is a bad thing. Or books which attack religion. BL
theyr ack their brains asking thems e leadeNick Cafiewaryickd o
Wi nteré, when there i s not hstmagalsonly enthhading detegtige storses
and sportindyisctertdinthat there area cheaw booklats that kindthat do not openly attack
religion or morals; despite this, it is not gothdit theybe seen in the hands of conscientioustlysusine by
their countlessrariety they twist a ba¥ upright way of thinking, by their cheap langudigey spoil the feel for
good literature, with thedescriptiors of continuous crimes and countless murders they
inflame their nerves and harden the@arts Reasons enoudbr you not to waste your
precious time in perniciouslly.

Hostility between science and religid All this magnificent progressthese

~ manifold inventionsthis continous advance afcience why consider themat enmity

~ with the Faith, wih religion?Is our life less wonderful ever since the microscope
~ showed us that an infinite series of living and sensitive be@xigt besides thee
knownup till now? We continually find greater motives of admiration, and see nothing
which canexplain te origin of hese things.

However much more we learn, so much the better do we see the great mass
T species we have to accept on the basis of simple belief. A German poet says it w
gr ace: AThough you go o0n pittyaurdwsdomwil nati t |

i~ lead youfar The end of phil osophy is this:
phr ase of Bacon of St. Albans Whoaver exanined seienamneenayp |
perhaps turnnto anatheist; butwide knowledgelead s t o r el i gion. 0 There is
single proven argument against the Faith.

Saint Pius X, for examplesoughtto foment investigation and science in the Catholic world. He himself
ordered the observatory in his palace todstored What an eloquent symbol of the harmony existing between
faith and science! Our religion does neacha faith which condemns scien¢eh, thatnot one single scientist
might condemn the faith! Quite éhcontrary, all shuld have to agree witlé¢ Germap o e t NRSci enc
of the faith; piety thdnearto f a | | science. 0

The believer should knawbut the wise should believe. If, nonetheless, there are merhawedost the
Faith, it is not science thaedpoiled them of their treasure, mtltheirpride and impiety.

After final examinations, comes the great question. What career dfad luf® To choose a career is a
difficult matter It is one ofl i fm®gi grievous responsibilitie¥ou will not find happiness in life, movork
with swcecess, noassure the salvation of your soul, unlges choo® your career wiselyln a badly chosen
careerwork is donewithoutinterest life is a heavyburdenandpeace f soul é i s somet hi

The moment for choosing a careevitl for yourwhole life. Yetfurther, on it depends yoyeace of mind
and often the eternal destiny of your sdilie post you fill, the office in which you wogte not so important
ratherthe wisdom in choosing the post which corresponds to yoland/ou thinkregardingyour vocation.

Hence, on choosing a career , yoerlifeshould lvasen idesal, andit
will thus be easier for you to choose a career whiithguide you b it. L i fiedesa | and manos
agansthissver eign end. We come from God and |l ive by

God who calls, with His inspirations, to some state, profession or career, especiallysdiigio
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Perhaps you too, beloved youth, feel a vocatidmich will cause grief to your parents, o into their
categorical opposi tion. Happy the youth who can
But sadly the case oftemccursthat parents wilc at egor i cal | y o mton. Sl ddplorable r
crosspurposing collision of minds, most often takes place in the case of som a distinguished family,
clearly talented, elegant, amiable, giftadho feel the Lord invitinghem t o knock at tandke (
take upthe Priesty career.

There are parents whose religious life is very lukewarm, not to say cold, on the othguhamtelligent

whowhen one of their children presents them with
concerns of Outord Jess  C h, theyoppase and forbid the pldinything you likebu t P rni eevsetré. «
Son! At the moment otheg r e at trial donot succumb. | f Our

forehead, your plarwill be crowned with successn conditon that yu stay firmly beside Our Lord,
tenaciously safeguarty the treasure of your vocatioand fosterit with great pains and constancy while a
student.Later, when in the eyes of the worlthd asthe diplomasays you are mature enough, go up tauy
fathe and tell him: AFastdliegme .0 have to go, the Lor

First meditate it well. The Priestly career is a career in the same sense as the rest; itingyoiiself out,
it is not assung yourself of your keep, it is not a job, notvaay of earning yourdaily bread but living fire,
aromaof burning incense, the sacrifice of your own person, work, and work of the highest calibre, intense w
for love of Christ and of immortal souls. You have to meditetall this before choosing. B if you truly feel
sominded,willing and enthused, themith soul moved at so lofty a distinction, answer as Saint Peter did by th
shoresof Lake leerlas d.dérd, You know all th n g s : You know that | |l ove

T save the sheemught p in the brambles; the fisherman who, at Your command, ever
after fruitless work over long nights, again casts out his nets with confiddiagel
be the magnet able to draw in whoever approaches my circle of action. May | be t
worker who bringsn the harvest, of which You saidiThe harvest is truly great, but
the labourers fews. May | be the spar kblaadYyoubrouge a
into the world and set ifafire in the soul of everyone whwwosses my path 0

On choosing youcareer, do nd be like those who, instead of seeking their true
vocation,G o dwilsand His greater honour and glory, seek ostmething taheir
own liking. Youths who define their vocati@tcordng to their liking andwellbeing
and not accoiidg to the wil and gbry of the Most High, are of no use fte
Priesthood, or for the religious life, or for marriage either. For a youth of this kind wil
not have the courage, the commitment, the generosity or thpatidintlyto take up
s . each dag sross

Should we be pmots? See how the Lord loved His nation, wept at its apostasy andastaiits its
conversion. Now that freemasgrreigns in all nations and imposes wicked samhich offend God, the true
patriot will not be the one who cries out dly at somenationalfestivity, but one who saves his nation from its
enemies, as Saint Joan ofcAlid. The greatness of a country does not lie chiefly in its natural resources, in tt
glory of its ancient history, in the wisdom of its kings, but in the honastipiety of its citizens, and in its
fidelity in observing divine law. Whoever feels identified with his country, rejoices at her triugunsesat
her prostraon in sin, blushes atdrshameful apostasy is one who truly loves his country.

In these apocgptic times, the torment of Divine Justice will surely strike, sooner or later, upon the impiot
nations; for nations, not possessing immortality, should be esteaksthee below visibly. Nonetheless, the
members of the Church can do much to save themubeda Ph ma r the Most Holl y
promise to spread My Protective Mantle out over the nations which have Friars and Nuns in the Orde
Carmelites of the Holy Face, and the greater the number, the greater will be that protection andnavour
refuge. 0 And t Heach Nabton dhick teas adgood fiumber of Friars in the Order of Carmelites of tr
Holy Face will be great and will be united to the Great Caudillo of the Tajo in Spain foréstaldishment of
My Rei gn i nThusihi® cleav ¢hatlsids.are the cause of the ruin of the impious nations and th
leading alife of sanctity and commitment to God is the omlgy we canreally benefit the nations and draw
Godos lowe spsnthem.

Our true countryis the Heavenly Homland, tle eternal and glorious country called Church Triumphant,
which is the continuation of the Church Militant. All the members of the Holy Palmarian Church form a sinc
spiritual nation, for we bear the same divine Blood in our hearts. We a@ndtiee samelineage, the People
of God, as Saint Petersail-You are a chosen | ineage, a royal p
so that you may publish the grandeurs of the One who called you from out of darkness to His marvellous lic
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To publish,or help everyone to know thenmensityof Chr i gyt 6 weCairsitt n e efd s
charity reigns among you, by this all shall know that you are My disdiples sai d t he Lor d.
bearing with the defects of our neighbouglping him in his needs, treating him witiespecé , sollth
youthsmustpossess &oly and noble soul, a decided character and besides be educated, courteous, atte
and discreet.

There are definite rules which govern dorm of addressconversabn, mutwal behaviour. These norms of
good behaviour have been formed owmrcenturies, and it isot rightto do without themSigns and indicators
of your culturewill be: your way of walking and sitting, your conversation and gestures, your waykufigoo
andlaughing, your manners at fale , in town and in society, your
the observance of all these rules is not yet peldebaviour. All these things can be merelytward without
anyvalue, if the correspondinspiritdoes not give them life

True courtesy stems from a pure character and a good hedris not acquiredby mere formulas. If
courtesy is not joined t€hristian charity mere outward correctness will be false courtesy. Today this outwar
courtesyaboundsthe visible smilas used to deceive, since it does not stem from charity.

Man is notably selfishand very benevolertbwardshimself by nature; angouthsfar moreso. What is
selfishnes® An inordinate, unhinged love for onesalipright love br onesdlis a Commandment of God and
at the same time an instinct placed within us. It is the source wiagitainsthe person and moves us to avoid
all that can harm usSelfishness howvever,is a caricature of upright lovef self. The selfish boy bielves
himself the centre of the universe, that the whole watdd made for him, and that all men have as their one
purpose on earth tdo what is convenient for himHe even judges great world events according to the
advantages they bring him.

‘ Youths ealy becone selfish precisely in the yearthey feel most pride at their
h & presence of mindnd knowledgeThe youthwho becomesnsupportable at homés
i o | easily annoyedwho does not leave his parents and siblings in peace, who slams tf
% door shut, who frowns harshy, who is always dissatisfiedvho never practises
o restraintwith anyoneis saidto bédi a n e r v dlathéng df theykindHe is simply
selfish. The worst of the case is when theskish boys who become furioust any
humiliation or contraBty,boat of having a O6strong ch
quite the opposite: what they have is a weak, sickfyadter, unable to contrtieir
vile instincts, incapable of dominating that despicable selfishness which they try
disguise as vitte by cdl i n gtrongd h @&r act er 6.
Courtesy is like a spark of the great blaze of love for neighbour. It is also like th
® oil in the machine of society, thanks to which it can function witliaction, and for
as much without creaking. With the oil afurtesy,social life likewise moves without friction or fuss. Courtesy
produces great benefits. It costs nothing and yet captivates souls at once, because courtesy is a un
language understood by aM.youth should beomeusedto havinggood mannets

Characer and courtesy have aertaincause and effeaklationship Someone who out of love for others
makes the effort to control his bad temper, who pragtisderstanding when dealing with the defects of others,
who helps his companions out of tigdgos, can well be saichot only to haveperformedthe duty of courtesy,
but at the same tinte havepractised charity and strengtleethis own character.

Whoever is truly educated and courteowsll not only be so before others when in society, bub alken
nobody sees, when he lives alone, because his good manners are the fruit of charity, and stem from cha
andarenot simply outward appearances, but something achieved at the cost of great efforts.

It is told of Stanlg, the great explorer of Ata, right into the heart of virgin forests, where he spent whole
weeks without seeing any civilized mahat he did not fail to shave one single day. With far greater reasor
should someone who lives in the presence of God and bears Jesus and Maneeénthie heart at every
momenttake great pains with his behaviour.

Do not choose your friendsn the basis ofheir dressAn ancient Greek philosopher wrotatii ma n i ¢
soci al bei ngo. Loneliness terrif uderdtodvaneto havedriensise e |
The good friends a priceless treasure, we dafi him aboutall our affairs; we can open our soul to him with
absolute confidence, share with him our joys and regrets. The worst is that history not ordyosfeakoal
friend, but of the bad one todriendshig can have fatal lifelong consequences. It would be unjust to make
distinction between men based on their braad suit or on their outward appeararael oftenmisleading. If
you choose your friends for tmenoney for their distinguishedhearingand on the basis of their dress, you will
have to pay for it with bitter disappointments.
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There are youths who cgoverntheir unbridledinstinctivewhimswith a stronghand but then betray their
principles and dny theiridealswhen feeling the mockeryof frivolous, scoffing companions, and the silent
attacls of friends who live on the moral borderline.

Son, be on the alerdo everything possible tavoi d t he Owol v e coarsely dohbb s ¢
everything,despiseall authority. But if you cannot avoid them completely (for at school, at play and in the
streetwe often inevitably meet up with them), take special care. The first requisite you should look for ir
friend isthat heprofess and practise the ér&aith.

How can you know if a person is worthy of your friendshiyp@®e whether you are better or not in his
company. We read on the pavement of an ancient |
anindicationof a worttwhile friendship: doesit make you better or worse? Keep from givengyonethe title
of o6friendd too easily.

There are youths who, after chatting for the first time with an unknown lad, already tateeliém O f r i €
when as fundamental nornipefore receiving anywe as artue friend you should know his soul, his way of
thinking. fm8whomso , but first

Do not judge youths by their attractive faces, by their elegant dress or by the wealth of their pagents
distinguished youth is not the one who always weew ouits and has a beguiling smile, but the one who has
noble ideals, faultless morals and a sincere love for Jesus and Mary.

Undera modestappearancan excellent heart can beat, atattractive face and elegant dress can mask a
vulgar spirit anda vile saul. True nobility is in goodness of the heart, unstained character, living in the
state of Grace.

Sadly, a welllaunderedsuit not seldommasks a rotten soul; under the honey the poison lies; the beautift
applehidesthe worm And if a senible manhas to choose between sitting at talbbeeatwith a swindler with
perfect manners or withraancleanof soul whouseshis knife as a fork oa spoon, he would rather the latter.
The French saying is right::outte&etaduty without vir:t

In the Most Holy Virgin Mary Christianity exalted woman and raised her up on a pedestal y@eiously
hadnot evenbeenimagined And in the measure @éhMarian devotionincreased, a completely new concept of
woman arose Whoever became ah@stian and honoured Mary looked witleeprespecton all women.
Because Mariadevotion if on the one hand it impressed on woman her own dignityagpdeciatiorfor her
truly worthy qualities, on the otheit awoke in men a new form of respegently refined, pure, that
gentlemanlycharm ofthe Christian of which the most developed peoplesfore Christwere unaware and
which today, sadlyhas again become practically unknown to the present generatiestrangedrom Christ.
Though you see arounay devasating examples dlashyé moder né y out h $tandikezp upo t
your noble respect for the Christian woman. A wedlucated man always feels and shows the same respect fi
women as if they were his own mother or sister.

The well educai@d youthnot only appeas master of himself before otherspr is he courteous ontpwards
strangers, rather in the first place at home, with his parents, with his siblings and with workers. The
gentleman isa gentleman to all. It is not too much toess tls point. Some youthkelieve that courtesy and
restraintare formeeting with strangersAt the same timeas they go out of their way in attentions to their
companions® sisters, towadgthea owe; theynake plaasamith visitorschat pude ¢
towardsrelatives. Furthermore, there are no few youths who, led bgrévwngto show they are already men,
arestubborn, badempered andnruly with their parents and even dare to argue with them. They can dress
the latest fdsion, bu their behaviour shows their lack of education. Precisely in the redangly circle is
where true courtesy is best shown.

It is well known that in the familyhe duty ofcourtesyis difficult, where itslaws are
unfortunately not seldom brokeayen indistinguished circlegn which, on the other
hand, the rules of good educatiare observedas faithfully as possibleegarding
strangersThis does not make sense. God did not give you younger brdtreysu to
tyrannize and get your own back ehem or the bad name you have earnéds
reasonable to expect the tender spectacle of brothers and sisters who not only bear
each other lovingly, but are also positively charitable and courtewards each
other. And your parents? Meditateisesly: How many spiritual and material worries
have you caused them fraime cradleand how many from now on!

A cheerful boy, pleasant, always obedient, courteous, how muchgey,much
sunshine can he radeain his family! Be yourseld brilliant sunof joy for your family,
its songbird. Be the soul of light for them in the night of the struggles of life.
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Struggle against your bad moods! We must be masters of our moods, not only at work, but even in s
relationships and in our way of actidgiitate SaintJohn Bosco and Saint Francis de Sasesnhotable fotheir
constanjoyfulness for whoever loves the cross finds sweetness dmaiditter. Though you be in a bad mood,
you donodot have t @&now etanat ernsd t a rsacomulg agoged,by a lant facey, b
by dissatisfaction. How very often men have to blashtheir offensive words and precipitated actions,
unpremeditated, when in a bad modétbw often we let fly unconsidered phrasasd only later realize the
offence we ga® to othe s ! ABat wlandi dmat .whdtmightif dord d to wt. i Ok ag/f.
comes too late.

Whoever loves God recognizes that fdiéfiGulties cometo usfrom divine providence, and thate must
bear our cross and follow Christ eyeday along the way up to HeaveWe thus unite to Jesus and Mary in
atoning to God, in saving souls, and in our own sanctification, for which we should give Him thanks &
rejoice. Ma n e spiritual greatnesbecomes evidenin trials, in danger, in mfortune Not to lose
confidenceamid troublesto hold your head high and face up to evil, tmgive way to discouragemerdre
virtues of the great soulThe same happens in the struggle against bad moods. A bad mood is just a symptor
a cross rejged a cosswhich divine providence imposegon each of us daily, and the remedy is simply to
love Jesus intensely, and you will thus find sweetness amid bitterness on seéwgtheand of providence
in every cross and trouble in life.

If there is @der in your soul, if you love the cross, you need never be in a bad mood, sullen, doBecast.
cheerfu) expansive, capable of starting a conversation with the spaaod so overcome your bad mood.

A yout hds appear &is pessonalygierse, faudd\pe tlefexpikssiensosinward order, of a
di sciplined spirit, of a pure soul, of spiritua
Strive to keep up an agreeable presence, anlprdek. Obviously, that you bao slave toworldly fashiors,
with its immodesty and superfluoassmeticsmakeup angrerfumes. We are dealing with personal hygieoie
body and clothing. The student with dirty hands, unbrushed téstigled hair, does notgive a good
impression. Cleanlgss is inportant, not only for health anavoiding offence to neighbour, but above all
because our body is a temple of the Holy Ghastashed body in clean clothing is the best fashion.

Selfcontrol is also necessary at tabdad precisely the ordr satisfacton of our simple daily needs is the
best way to convince the body that it is the spirit which is in comnEyngust keeping the rules of politeness
at mealsfo some degrewe canspiritualize this act, merely animal, and raise it to a highesl.|étakeuse of
meals to form thénabit of overcoming sensuality amal avoid giving free rein to caprices, whiclve do by
mortifying our tastes at mealsand thus, strengthened by good hgbwe find it easier to overcome
concupiscence arglbmit to thedemands® Goddés Law in everything.

The chief rule at meals is discipline and moderafiake great painsot to letyour life be guided by your
stomach or considdhis organas your most precious treasyragainst which, according to the parable of
Menenius Agrippa, all the othersose up. You are never to eat without moderation, however much you lik
chicken orsomeother dish;still lesswhen you are invited. Guests are not lacking who prepare with-dawo
fast to be able to pack their stomael acelebraton. You, however, follow the advice of that ancient Persian
monarchwho counselled his son not to go to a banquet fedlimgyry so as not to fall itremptationandeat to
excess.

How many unedifying scenes have been witnessed in this respeettv®likefree buffet atcelebrations
wherepeoplecan fill their stomachs without payin§Vhat excesséHow many guests fall intainrestrained
voracity and gluttonyAnd yet this voracity in eating and drinking, this insatiability for things given oet fre
» are ggns ofa very base individual and an empty soul.

Dominate your tongue: are your words true? Do you give your opinion too hastily
.~ And if the other person differs from you, do you calmly listen until he finishes? No
i n vain did talleavisdom enaldsethedosgueawdtima double padlock,
. a double wall: first, the lips, and then, the teeth, as an indication that we should wei
our words well before speaking them. Ah! How much it costs many youths to put
" padlock on their mouths! WordBow from their lips like the streammunning
breakneck down the mountain, naturally with very little cont€he heart of the fool

is on his lips, while the tongue of the wisen his heart.

fiShow me your tonguethe doctor says; he looks at it angissd theyouth issick
or not. ARSpeak to meo, |  wyaud sdul is seck dr e r
- not. o Whoever speaks much, regul arly
A8 nis discourses is usually himseK. simple and ereneopinion suits a youth better
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than a discourse brimful of pride, proper to youths who express their opinions with amazing cordittence
crushing superiority. Ayentleand friendly tone is sign of a delicate soul and vsgé-control It is not as you
might think a sgn of weakness. You caxpress/our viewpoint show youdifference of opinionbut you can
and should do so with good grace.

An interesting examplef being able to say the hardest truths as long as you do so in a serengttene,
caseof HainalRas hi d, a Baghdad caliph. One night he dr
strange dheamsikean a6 man able to explain dreams.
relatives wil/l p deit b wane.obangdmase pra nal hRas ¢ thied soot hss
how dare you tell me such a thing? If my relatives die before | do,joprata n | have Hethent h
had another soothsayer <call ed, mduaosthttbelcaliphtwil ive faro t
longer than his relatives and that his life willbelfao nger t han t hei r s thécaliphwhe e
gave the soothsayer a hundred gold coins. yetdhe content of the explanatioresvthe same, onlyjhe tone
had c¢ halhigthedtonewthi ch makes the music. 0 So t @aavaytot h
explainthe hardest and most disagreeable realities without wounding or offending.

Dealings with others according to Christian charity aremeslintte s e  wo r d s Dootd the@dstrofi s
men all that you would have them do to you.

After death, Saint Dominic Savio appeared to Saint John Bosco and toldatipodithswere divided into

three groups: t he 6 unhar mendubapletot wound, end \stiti comserved their d
innocence intact; tlyepressed on steadfasibngthe same path, despite being the target of arrangsword
and lance thrusts omi ng from al | sides. The second gfromup

G o d@race, buhadthenrecovered, healed their wounds, repented and confessed; they were far more than
first,and manymade t heir way downcast and disheartenoced.
theway of wi ckednosesfadléd Wwhomw&odods hGr ace, ma n y evenf
outstandingamong their companions, but unhappily were not so.

Perhaps among Palmarians too there are faithful of these three groups, but we consider above all those
who, with theirwounds nav healed by the general indult, stilli ve &édownc a st foratisdrgedti s
that they rise up from their abasement befibre arrival ofthe terrible momentso come Let us mistrust
ourselves, and seek the help of prayer, so asorm four wanting

On some occasion§hrist only calms théempest when there is no human remedy. See how the Apostle
| ost heart during the days of the Lordos Pass
Resurrection, for the triumph comafter the battle.

Our constant struggle is against the three enemies of the soul and other adversaries, and also cons
facing up to the problems, sufferings and difficulties of this life.

Holy Church has always had to struggle against the enemies ofithej&as, muslims, heretics and secret
societies. In the twentieth century, the majority of Catholics gavhe strugglethey dialogue with heretics
and submitted to freemasory 6 s st andards of l i berty, equashad y
warned that the true purpose of freemasonry is to destroy the Religion of Jesus Christ, the CGattuiiar@

to impose freethinkingand anindependentmoraity everywhere anda
new world ordewithout God

These same enemies of Christ haveaalyebegun theifinal assault
against the remnant still left of Christianity, with the blasphemous
intention of overthrowing theimmovable Rock of the Churchand
challengngher Di vi ne F o Ulmedyates @dfsHellpshad not s
prevail against Hed But they will end up the same as all previous
persecutors of the Churctvith their own destruction, and thdood of
martyrs will again be the seéal produéng new Christians.

Each nation has its army to defend and guarantee order and peace. Holy, @hudefiend her spiritual
interests, also has@owerful army, composedf the Angelic Legions, the Saint$ Heaven, and the militant
members on earth. Thdilitias of the Lord God of Hosts are immensely magowerful than all the armed
forces of this wdd. The Heavenly Powers are always at our service, if we invoke them with faith ar
constancy in our contirmus battle against the enemiesaf soul and other adversarigown through history,
these powerfulegionsof the Lord God of Hosts won greatctaries for the Church against her enemies, with
the consequent fruits of peace, order awmil wiped out For example, the conquest of the Promised Land, the
glorious battles of the Holy Machabee Caudillos, as likewise many other military feats in daffealigion
and peaceAs you can see, we children of Christods Ho
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