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From the Coming of the Holy Ghost

Chapte |
The Agstles, disciples and disciplesses prepare for the Coming of the Holy Ghc

From the Ascension of the Lord, on the days prece&iegtecost, the
eleven Apostles, the stiples and disciplesses who were in the Cenacle
gathered about the Divine Mary, under Her wisest guidance duly prepared
themselves to receive the Holy Ghost. Both religious communities, each in
its own conventual quaars, lived with one mind and heartaharity, prayer
and fasting, everyone fulfilling their duties; though in the Cenacle there were
also faithful of both sexes who were not religious. Among other prayers, the
Virgin Mary counselled the Our Father, beiting most complete and most
gratifying to the Father. Their greatest spiritual strengthening, however,
came to them from the Holy Sacrifice of Mass that Peter celebrated daily for
both religious communities, at which they received Holy Communion; while
theother Apostles also celebrated thecEaristic Sacrifice at different times
of the day.

Chapter Il
Pope Peter completes the number of the Apostolic College by electing Matthias a

1. On Monday the ¥ of May in the year 34, Pope Peter, as Head and
supreme authority of the Church, spoke to all present at the Cenacle of
Jerusalem, addressing himself principally to the other Apostles and the

disciples, saying:i Wor t hy B setyhoruens ee, by Juda
faithlessness, has been fulfilled what according to Sacred Scripture the Holy
Ghost foretold through Davidodés |ips,

leader of those who seized Jesluglas Iscariot, who was among the ne@mb

of the Apostles and had taken part in our ministry, after sealing his treachery
by delivering up the Divine Master, went and hanged himself from a cypress
tree, his body bursting asunder and his entrails all sgllout upon the
ground. This lamentablevent is welknown to all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. The field where that tree
when the temple priests bought it for the price of the betrayal. In the Book of
Psalms itiswi tt en: 00 my God,of MepYoer ou't
Onlybegotten. Because the lips of the impious, the lips of the traitor, have
opened against Me. He has spoken against Me with deceitful tongue, and has
opposed Me without cause. Instead of loving Me, b&esgl of Me; but |



prayed to You fohim. He repaid Me ill for good, and hatred for love. He is
under the dominion of the evil one, and has Satan at his right. When he shall
be judged, he shall be irremediably damned, since his obstinacy in impiety
is irreversible. His hours are numberedtekfhis death let another take his

b i s h o dmrrthis®salingbesides foretelling the deicide perfidy and eternal
damnation of Judas Iscariot, the election of a new Apostle is also indicated,
as substitute for the deicide traitor bishop.

2. Pope Peter oinued, sayingii | t i s wel | ,monglhese , t ha
men who have been in our company the whole time that Christ Jesus, Our
Lord God, lived among us, until the day when, separating from us, He
ascended into Heaven, one be elected who, together witmais be a
witness to HiMPdResdsreegubonement, t h
proposed two of the disciples who had been with Christ from the beginning:
Joseph, who was called Barsabas, and surnamed the Just; and Matthias. Once
the two candidates Habeen proposed, Pope Peter ordered all prdésent
beseech God which of the two should be elected. Therefore they prayed thus:
AYou, Lord, who know the hearts of al
chosen to take over this ministry and apostolate fwdnth Judas Iscariot
fell by his prevaricationto go to the place of eternal damnation for his
vil | ai nou sAfter these in tha Cepnaclé had prayed, asking the
Lord to enlighten Peter, he by virtue of his Supreme Apostolic Authority, in
the presace of all, elected Matthias to fill the vacaust in the Apostolic
College. After the election, that same day, during the celebration of the Holy
Sacrifice of Mass, Apostle Peter conferred on Matthias the Diaconate,
Presbyterate and Episcopate by alsittaying on of his hands upon the head
of the candidate, without any words. In this solemn ceremony, Pope Peter
also conferred the Diaconate, Presbyterate and Episcopate on the Prophet
Agabus, and at the same time named him \daperior General of the
Essenian or Carmelite Order, though this officaswsubject to the authority
of each of the twelve Apostles, and more principally to the authority of Pope
Peter, who was Superior General of the Essenes.

3. Prior to the election of the new candidate to th@sAqlic College,
although the Most Holy VirgitMary knew who the new Apostle should be,

She had nevertheless commended this task to Peter, so that he might begin
to exercise the office of Supreme Pontiff and Visible Head, as Vicar of
Christ, in the New Chneh. The Divine Mary directed Apostle Petemake

the election in the presence of the Apostles, disciples, disciplesses and others
present in the Cenacle, so that all might see him acting as Supreme Head of
the Church.



Chapter I
PopPeter completes the number of thecstiealtyisciples by electing further
disciples.
The Divine Mary accepts new religious or disciplesses of Hers

1. On the $ of May in the year 34, after the election of Matthias, Pope
Peter completed the number of sevemig official disciples or Princes of
the Church (understood as inferity the Apostles), by electing eight
disciplespamely: Sidonius, and the seven apostolic men: by name Abenadar
Ctesiphon, Indaletius, Cecil, Torquatus, Euphrasius, Esiquius and Secundus.

2. That same day, the Most Holy Virgin Mary admitted as nuns and new
disciplesses of Hers: Mary, spouse of Obed} tre wife of the Cyrenian,
who took the name of Mary at Baptism. The number of friars and nuns
present in the Cenacle at that date, without counting the Most Holy Virgin
Mary, was one hundred and twetibur persons, of whom eightfpur
formed the brancbf friars, and forty the branch of nuns.

Chapter IV
The Apostles, disciples, disciplesses and faithful present in the Cenacle of Jeru

List of those in company with the Divine Mother of Jesus on tHab®
May in the year 34 following the elections of Apostle Matthias, of the eight
new disciples and of the two new disciplesses:

a) Male Religious nmabers of the Carmelite Order:

The twelveApostles Pope Peter, James the Greater, John, Andrew, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the Less, Thaddeus, Simon and
Matthias.

The seventytwo disciples The Prophet Agabus; Judas Barsabas; Joseph
Barsalas, called the Just; Joseph of Arimathea; Nicodemus; Obed, father of
Mark; Mark, future evangelist; Stephen, future protomartyr; Ananias;
Joseph, surnamed Barnabas; Aristaria; Cocharia; Saturninus; Parmena
Tarsicius; Aristobulus; the four brothers Cleaphof Emmaus, Jacob of
Emmaus, Judas of Emmaus and Japhet of Emmaus; Arran; Temmeny;
Colaya; Aristarchus; Jonah of Cyprus; Mnason of Cyprus; Jason; the three
shepherds of Bethlehem: Ruben, Issachar andchattabs; Isai, the ex
possessed p hlzandiLazaras,of BeteanydGamdliel; &bib, son
of Gamaliel; Luke, future evangelist; Simon the leper; Cirinus of Cyprus;
Appeles; Lucius of Cyrene; Aristion; Joseph the indecisive; Thomas the
waverer; Silas Zachaeus of Jericho; Abdeus, afterwards Evargeli
Edessa now in Turkey; Philip; Procorus; Nicanor; Timmon; Manasses the
scribe; Martial, son of the widow of Naim; Elpidius, the paralytic of
Bethesda; Pius, the Samaritan leper who among the tersetesgturned to
give thanks; Nazarius, one of thell men of Jericho, also called Bartimeus;
Abelius, the other blind man of Jericho; Ases, one of thpassessed of
Gerasa; Josias, the othermossessed of Gerasa; Henoch, son of the widow



of the mite; Chusa Menahem the Ruler; Jonathan, the blind nfan o
Bethsaida; Linus, first successor to Saint Peter in the Papacy; Cletus, second
successor to Saint Peter in the Papacy; Clement, third successor to Saint
Peter in the Papacy; Longinus, the soldierwhomiee d Chr i st 6s Dei
Sidonius; and the seveApostolic men who went to Spain: Abenadar
Ctesiphon, Indaletius, Cecil, Torquatus, Euphrasius, Esiquius and Secundus.

b) Female Religious members of the Carmelite Order:

The 40 pious women or disciplessexf Mary: Mary Cleophas, sister of
the Most Holy Vigin Mary; Mary Salome, sister of the Most Holy Virgin
Mary,; Seraphia the Veronica; Lazarus¢
of Bet hany; Seba of Nazaret h; Photin
wife Carmel, name given her by the Most Holy Virgin Mdhe day she
became a nun; Junia, wife of Apostle Matthew; Rose, wife of Apostle

Andrew; Sarah, wife of Apost-hlaw,Phi l i p
Anne Cleophas, mother of Apostle Bartholomew;nJoaCh u s a , t he RI
wife; Lea of Nazareth; Susanmaf Cana; Eli zabet h, of
Mary Mercuria; Miriam, wife of Zachaeus; Lea, wife of Isai the pharisee;

Sal ome, daughter of Jairus; Petroni |l |
before he wa chosen by Christ; Claudia Procula, Pontius Filate wi f e ; t h
di sciple Philipbs four daughters Bar

mother of Mark the Evangelist; Justa the Canaaneaness; Berenice, daughter
of the Canaaneaness; Venusia, the stoopetham of Bethany; Rose;
Lycinia, the converted adeltess; Maroni, the widow of Naim; Mary, Simon
the Cyrenianods wif e; Enoue, t he haem
the dropsical woman from Cyprus; Cl au
c) Tertiary nembers of the Carmelite Order:
Among the considerddnumber of tertiaries of the Carmelite Order present
in the Cenacle, were: Jairus and his wife Lucy, parents of the nun Salome,
whom Christ raised from the dead; Simon the Cyrenian and his two sons
Alexander and Rufus; the seventeen compassionate wolmegneved and
wept over Jesus bearing the Cross, by name: Rachel, Mara, Miriam, Clavelia,
Sarah, Mary, Martha, Rachel, Ana, Susanna, Venusia, Rachel, Lia, Martha,
Deborah, Ana and Mary.

Chapter V
Apotheosic coming of the Holy GGesiac¢he

1. On Sunday the #Bof May in the year 34, took place the Coming of the
Holy Ghost in the Jerusalem Cenacle where, gathered about thee Divi
Mary, were the twelve Apostles, the sevenity disciples, the forty pious
women or Maryods disciplesses, and a ¢
Carmelite Order. The planetary Apostles Elias, Henoch and Moses, so as to
take part as well in suchgreat event, had come from the Planet of Mary to
the Cenacle, becoming visible to all gathered there.



2. Since the Most Holy Virgin Mary knew the day and the hour of the Holy
Ghost s Coming, She procured that al
this purpose, She told Pope Peter to celebrate the HolifiGaof Mass at
8 in the morning on that memorabiPentecost Sunday, in the Cenacle hall
where the Last Supper of the Lord had taken place, chamber now turned into
a Chapel.

3. Once worship had ended, Most Holy Mary, perceiving that the hour of
Pentecoshad arrived, seated Herself in the centre of #weexl hall, facing
the Tabernacle, surrounded on both sides by the Apostles, disciples,
disciplesses and tertiary faithful. When all were of one mind in prayer there
about the Divine Lady, at exactly 9time morning that glorious Sunday the

15th of May inthe year 34, the air was rent by a resounding clap of thunder
and a vehement wind or spirit of great brilliance like fiery lightning; all of
which headed for the Cenacle building filling it with light. d\the Holy
Ghost, like Most Divine Fire, was pouredt upon that holy congregation, a
Tongue of that same Fire appearing and resting upon the head of each of
those present, all being filled with the Holy Ghost. At the same time they
were rapt up in beatd vision, and for seven seconds were able to
contanplate the mysteries of the Trinity. By Pentecost, all those congregated
in the Jerusalem Cenacle received the grace proper to the Sacrament of
Confirmation, including the fullness of the common juridieapousal, of
divine right, indissoluble and eterna@dmong other manifold supernatural
gifts received were the Grace of confirmation in the Faith and the gift of
tongues.

4. The resounding clap of thunder and the vehement wind accompanied by
whirls of fire had originated high up in the firmament, and hehtsuddenly
descended upon the house of the Cenacle, which became enveloped and at
the same time penetrated by this prodigious manifestation of the Paraclete.
In the city of Jerusalem, as besides the lhats there were numerous
pilgrims who had comeroaccount of the jewish pentecost feast, when they
heard the thunder and saw the whirls of wind and fire that, from on high,
plunged roaring towards a specific spot in the city, which was where the
house 6the Cenacle stood, they hastened to where thengrhenon had
headed, at the same time telling others. Once before the Holy House, they
saw that it was enveloped in flaming brilliance which, far from instilling fear,
produced a suave and irresistibleaattion.

5. At 10 in the morning on that Pentec&inday, the Prophets Elias,
Henoch and Moses returned to their planetary mission, to give testimony
there of all that had occurred.



Chapter Vi
Amazement of the gathering crowds

As Pope Peter had become aware of the multitude that had gathered before
the Cenacle, he and the other Apostles went out to give valiant testimony to
Christ. The multitude was astonished because they saw a Tongue of Fire
upon he head of each, and heardrthspeak in different languages; for the
Apostles spoke in Aramaic, and miraculously those who did not know this
language understood them in the language of their own lands. But what
caused the deepest impression on that mdkitwas the supernatural
wisdom flowing from the lips of the Apostles. Accordingly, the great
majority of those assembled before the Cenacle said in astonistimant: e
those men who are speaking not by chance all Galileans? How is it that we
each hear thempeaking in our native langge? For here are Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Cappadocia, Pontus, Phrygia,
Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, Rome, Crete, Arabia, Israel... and we observe that
those of Jewish origin as much as the proselytes &ach hear them
speakingot he wonders of God Andnn stumned own |
wonderment they said to one anothe®™wWh at does tHButas al | r
there was a marked number of sanhedrin members and many other perfidious
jews as well intermingledvith the crowd, making funfahe Apostles and
seeking to discredit the prodigious events that guaranteed the evangelical
work of the Messias, whom they had crucified with the aim of banishing His

name and doctrine, theysaitDou bt | ess tdhmosrek f@l | ows
Chapter Vi
Pope Peterd6s sermon

1. Then, as Peter saw that the tumu

increasing, with the consequent danger that the supernatural effects of the
Holy Ghost be stifled inmfew of that great audience, he alone, imposing
his authority, decided to pronounas Pope and Visible Head of the Church,
his first public sermon in Jerusalem, so that the other Apostles gathered about
him. Thereupon Apostle Peter spoke in this wayheodrowd:i O a | | y ou
who have congregated here in the sight of such prodigious Hgasigns!
Be very attentive to what | am about to say to you: we are not intoxicated as
some of you are saying, nor is it the most appropriate hour for a meal that
givesi se to excessive drinking. o

2. Peter continued sayingi Abou't t he pr otrtkssiopg, Bs you
remind you of what was foretold by the Prophet Joel for these times and for
the | atter days: O06Thus says the Lord
uponall flesh, and your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your old men will
have prophet dreams, and your young men will have visions. In those days
| will pour My Spirit out upon My servants and handmaids; and | will
perform prodigies in heaven and on darand there will be blood and fire



and whirlwinds of smoke. The sun will be transfed into darkness and the

moon into blood, before the arrival of the great and terrible day on which |

shall come as Supreme Judge. And it shall come to pass that winvekeis

My Name will be saved; because the remnants of My faithful people whom |

willhave gathered round about Me shall
3A0 chil dren of | srael! Li sten to me

who, besides being Man, hpsoven before your eyes to be God Himself by

His holiness of life, by the sublimeatione He has taught you, and by the

miracles and other wonders He has performed among you, as you all know;

this Jesus, given up to your will by decree of the Eternaidfatyou have

killed, nailing Him to the Cross by wicked hands. But mark that Heytne

of the divine power He possesses, has broken the fetters of His death and

risen from the dead, as it was not possible for death to have dominion over

Him.BecauseBvi d hi mself once said of Jesuc

before me. He is at nmght hand to sustain me. Thus my heart rejoices, and

my tongue bursts forth in joyful song. Even my flesh will rest in the hope of

the resurrection; by virtue that Chtisny Saviour shall rise first from the

dead, as He Himself said to the Father: «Yadl mot leave My Soul in

heavenly glory long separated from My Body; nor will You permit the Body

of Your Holy One to see corruption.» O Christ my Saviour! You made me

know the ways of Eternal Life, in which You will fill me with the joy of Your

Countenane, and at Your right hand | wil/
4. Peterwentontosaf:O al | of you who hear me!

in complete liberty and without the slightesialm: the Prophet David died

and was buried, and the place of his burial has been kept in remembrance

among us down to the present day. Since he was a Prdsdes the

promise God made him under oath that Christ, one of his descendants, would

sit onhis throne, he knew in addition that Christ was to rise again, since His

Body would not be retained in the sepulchre nor would His Flesh suffer

corruption. This &sus, true God and true Man, is He who has risen by virtue

of His divine power, to which weeaall witnesses. Exalted then, at the right

hand of God, and having received from the Father the Promise of the Holy

Ghost, He has poured Him out upon us in trener you are seeing and

heari ng. Because David himself has w

Messias my Lord: «Sit at My right hand until |1 place Your enemies as a

footstool at Your feet.» O Christ! From Sion the Lord will cause to issue the

sceptre of Wur power: may You rule in the midst of Your enemies. To You

pertains the principality over evy work, since Your Most Divine Soul has

been created with fullness of sanctity before any other thing existed. The

Lord swore irrevocably on anointing His SdretMessias, saying: «Eternal

Priest are You, according to the Order of Melchisedech.» Youinfeth O

my Lord and God, is at Your right hand: on the day of His anger, He will

shatter the pride of the powerful, judge the nations, banish impiety forever



andchastise unbowed heads by sentence of condemnation. From the torrent

He will drink along theway , accordingly God will
Therefore, let the whole people of Israel know with all certainty that God, at

the beginning of the world, made thisde as Man to be Lord and Christ,

whom you crucified. o

Chapter VI
Convérs of many

1. Pope Peterods deeply inspired wor
many of those congregated before the Cenacle thatwiiEycompunction
of heart, said to Peter and the other Apostie®¥or t hy br et hr en,
wet o dToWwhich Peter repliedi Repent , and be bapti:
you with the Baptism instituted by Our Lord Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and yowill receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost. Because this promise
is for you, for your childrenrad for all who wish to be saved, since the Lord
OQur God c al Dsanmuneng yodhene thabthey would receive
the Gift of the Holy Ghost, the Apostle waeferring to: the reception of
Sanctifying Grace through the Sacrament of Baptism; an iseréa
Sanctifying Grace through the Sacrament of Confirmation; and, moreover,
that they would be favoured with the
many otler reasonings, Pope Peter also gave firm testimony of faith in Our
Lord Jesus Christ to thoseimerous converts, who numbered more than
three thousand. He alerted them, moreover, against the apostate jewish
church, saying:i Fr e e yoursel vesedfrgoemmet &t isor
announcing to them that before Baptism they would have to make a public
abjurdion of judaism.

2. Next, at the request of Apostle Peter, the Divine Mary, coming out to the
door of the Jerusalem Cenacle, addressed the numerous group otfsconve
with the following words of encouragement and consolation, which each
heard in his own laguage:i Gi ve whol ehearted t hank
Almighty God, because from among all men He has brought you and called
you to the true way of eternal life by thews of the Holy Faith. Be steadfast
in it, so as to confess it with all your heart; and to héelieve and practise
all that the law of Grace contains, as its true Master, Jesus, my Son and your
Redeemer, ordained and taught; and to hear and obey Histl&ppwho will
teach and catechize you. By Baptism you will be marked with the sign and
charct er of sons of the Most High. O

3. On that day of Pentecost,h5f May in the year 34, after the Most Holy
Virgin Mary had maternally exhorted the more thaneéhrthousand
catechumens, they went with the twelve Apostles and a good number of
disciples tahe nearby Hinnon brook, where they were further instructed by
Peter in the fundamental points of Evangelical Law; and, once they had all
abjured their errors angery earnestly professed faith in Christ, the Holy



Sacrament of Baptism was administeredhtnt by the twelve Apostles, who

did so in the effusion form, always used by Christ; that is, at the same time

as each Apostle pronounced the formdld: b aqutinithe Bamg of the

Fat her , and of t he Shepouredadbaptsmal watet he H
upon the heads of his neophytes, baptizing them one after another. Next the
new Christians received the Sacrament of Confirmation from the Apostles;

who each, d confirm them, laid his right hand upon the head of every
neophyte, at the same time anoigtthe forehead with Holy Chrism making

the sign of the cross. A good number of the over three thousand neophytes
were male Essenian religious living in other dows, who had not
previously had the opportunity of being baptized, as contact with Chdst ha

not been possible for them. Many of the converts, now baptized and
confirmed, returned to their countries exceedingly fortified by the Paraclete

to form new Chistian communities there, which would later be visited by

the Apostles; though a good numhb®en as well as women, did not wish to

depart from Jerusalem, to avoid separation from the Divine Mother of Jesus

and those living with Her in the Cenacle, wheraré and nuns, duly
separated, dwelt. As those celibate Essenes who had been converted became
integrated into the Christian religious communities, it was necessary to
organize new conventual houses: Laza
thatin Jerusale, wer e occupied by the friars;
i n Bet hany, an de wete ecdupisd by time nihe. Thioge hoa g
called to the religious life, however, lived their own separate family life.

Living in those Carmelite religious commueisi, besides the severityo

official disciples or Princes of the Church, were the other newsfrwho

were also considered disciples, in contrast to the seculars who were known

as tertiary faithful. On the evening of that same day of Pentecost,thef15
May in the year 34, Pope Peter, to ¢
presence of the o#hh Apostles, disciples and the rest assembled in the
Cenacle, imposed on the entire Church the obligation of the Sacrament of
Penance for the forgiveness of nabdins, precisely as Christ had instituted

it on Resurrection Sunday. One of those convertethe day of Pentecost

on seeing the Tongues of Fire upon the heads of the Apostles, was Gerontius,
a Sephardic Jew, native of Italica in the province of Sewdfgin, whom

Pope Peter baptized and also admitted into the Carmelite Order as a religious
onthat day of Pentecost in Jerusalem. Gerontius later received the Diaconate,
Presbyterate and Episcopate in a single laying on of hands by Pope Peter;
but he didhot become one of the sevettiyo official disciples or Princes of

the Church.



Chapter IX
Exemplary evangelical life of those first Christians

1. The members of the two Carmeligdigious communities observed the
evangelical counsels with utmost zeal, and the tertiaryfdhnere fervent
and submissive to the Church. The great majority persevered in the Faith,
were observant of the apostolic instructions, and assisted at the Holy
Sacrifice of Mass celebrated by the Apostles in the Cenacle of Jerusalem,
Chr i st i aG@hurthythosigh the Apedtles celebrated Holy Mass as
we l | i n the friarsdé and nunsdé communi
homes of the tertiary faithfuto that by this means assistance at Holy Mass
and reception of the Sacrament of the Eucharightibe easier for all, who
received Communion with joy and simplicity of heart. The chapel most
frequented by the faithful was that of the Cenacle, where thesepered
with one mind in prayer. Every day divine worship was held in the Cenacle,
as well ascatechism for the neophytes given by the disciples and
disciplesses.

2. Those first Christian tertiary faithful lived united among themselves, and
possessed dtheir goods in common. They generously sold their possessions
and other effects, giving the qmeeds to the Church for her to share out
among all, according to the needs of each. The number of believers
multiplied each day. Their fervour in faith and abamwas so ardent that
many began to imitate the poverty of Christ, despising riches and person
property, placing whatever they possessed unreservedly at the feet of the
Apostles, considering nothing as their own. All things were held in common
by the fathful, and all wished to unburden themselves of the danger of
wealth and to live in poverty,irgerity, humility and continuous prayer,
concerned only with eternal salvation and nothing else, as all considered
themselves to be brethren, and children & Bather who is in Heaven. The
generous attitude, then, of many of those first families ofstian tertiary
faithful was laudable, since without being consecrated to the religious life,
nor therefore obliged by vow of poverty, they renounced no few ef th
legitimate properties, placing them at the disposal of the Church for the
common benefit ofall her members. This detachment from personal
belongings, however, was always motivated by the generosity of the faithful
and not by any imposition on the pafthe Hierarchy of the Church; for she
is the first to respect and defend private properiyeo of mandés natur
Hence, the detachment of many of those first Christian faithful was of the
greatest meritorious value, as they heroically put in@m @it i ce Chr i s
sublime counsel on poverty of spirit, which not only implied voluntary and
gene&ous detachment from material things to dedicate themselves to spiritual
ones, but included the renunciation of legitimate rights. Besides, the
magnanimous attide of those first Christians was faithful testimony to their
confidence in Divine Providenceshich never abandons those who practise



the works of mercy. Those first Christians, by their virtue, won the esteem

and admiration of n atant$, evith gredt fruilseor us al e

conversions and the resul t afathful.i ncr e a s
3. Those first Christians professed great love for the Apostles, feeling deep

respect for them, not only on account of the doctrine they taught, dmut al

owing to the many miracles and prodigious signs they wrought. By the

Coming of the Holy Ghdghe Apostles were solidly prepared to preach the

Gospel throughout the world, and left on this mission some time later; the

Lord working through them, confirmg by many miracles the doctrine they

taught.

Chapter X
Cure of the man allifnolen birth

1. At the prodigious Pentecost, the twelve Apostles and the others gathered
in the Cenacle wereonfirmed in the Faith, and thus preserved forever from
the sin of apostasy; and as a consequence thalmplerseverance or eternal
salvation was guaranteed. But the privilege of confirmation in Faith should
not be confused with that of confirmation ima@e, as by virtue of the latter
impeccancy is also acquired.

2. The Apostles, exceedingly fortified blyet Holy Ghost, began to give
valiant testimony to Christ throughout the city of Jerusalem; and though well
aware that the only places for true worsbfpGod were the Chapel of the
Cenacle, the chapels of the other convents and the houses of the Christian
faithful, yet they regularly frequented one of the porches of the Jerusalem
temple without entering further, given that their sole object was to ptieach
Gospel; since by the death of Christ this building, however sumptuous, had
become the house of Sat&tevertheless, it was there that the Apostles could
more easily address the many Jews who assembled, above all at the times of
public prayer held aht hours of terce and none, on account of the morning
and evening sacrifice of the lamb, prescribed @ lthw of Moses, which
continued to be sacrificed at those times, though invalidly.

3. Pope Peter and Apostle John customarily went up to the porble of t
Jewish temple at the prayer hour of none with the sole aim of carrying out
their apostolate, taking nmart whatsoever in jewish worship. When Peter

and John arrived on one of those days, Saturday $l@PMay in the year

34, they found before the Glen Gate of the temple a man called Elias who

had been crippled from hi ghtdadytoher 6 s
his relatives to beg alms from those who entered. When the invalid saw that

the two Apostles were aboudamsfooment er
them. Peter, then, gazing upon him with John, s&itto o k aThe us . 0O
cripple looked at therattentively, hoping to receive an alms. Peter told him:
nGold or silver have | none, but what
Christof Nazare h, r i s e A takingtim twahe kghtdand, he



raised him up, and instantly his legs andtfevere consolidated, so that
leaping up he began to walk, entering with them into the porch of the temple,
walking and leaping, and praising God. Elighen, was converted to the
Faith of Christ, and was baptized later by Apostle Peter.

4. The crowd of pople there, knowing that the cured man was the same
one who had sat begging at the Golden Gate of the temple, when they saw
him walking and praising &l, were astonished and beside themselves at the
miraculous occurrence, which became well known insigetémple and
throughout the city of Jerusalem.

Chapter XI
Pope Peterds sermon in Solon

As Elias held fast to Peter and John, not wishing to separate himself from
his benefactors, mangf the people inside the Jewish temple and many
others from the city came running up
porch. Seeing this, Peter spoke ttmthose gathered O chi | dr en of
why do you wonder at this? Why do you stare at u$was had made this
man who was an invalid walk by our own virtue or power? By this miracle
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, the Gag of o
fathers has glorified His Son Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied
before the tribunal of Rate, when he judged that Jesus should be set free.
You rejected the Holy and Just One, and asked that Barrabas the murderer
be given grace. You put to deathsus the Author of life. He, however,
besides being true Man is true God, and by His infinitegrgaose from the
dead, and we are witnesses to His Resurrection. By Faith in the Name of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, it has been confirmed to the one you sawnamdwhen
he was an invalid that the Name of Jesus is Almighty; since by the Faith that
has comed us from Jesus, this sick man has been completely cured, as can
be seen by all. This is proof that Jesus is true God, who has employed me as
an instrument oflis. Now | tell you that, though when putting to death Jesus,
the Son of God, you and your pofstitvere not ignorant of the gravity of
your crime nor of its terrible eternal consequences, nevertheless you were
incapable of evaluating it in its extreme deg of gravity and eternal
transcendence. For that reason, Jesus Himself, on the Cross, sad:of y
OFat her, forgive them, for they do no
God had already announced the Passion of His Christ long before through
the lips of His Prophets, and in that manner it was fulfilled. Repent, then,
and be converted, so thgbur sins may be forgiven, in order that when the
time arrives for Jesus Christ, who was preached to you, to come and judge
you, you may enjoy the repose of etn a | bl essedness. |t
however, that Jesus Christ direct His Church from Hedwemeans of the
Rock upon which it is built, until the time arrives for Him to come glorious
to restore all things, which from olden times was foretold by thosligh



the | ips of HiTmatisHApbstie PBter telfs the jeves that it
was necessy for Jesus Christ, Invisible Head of the Church, to direct her
from Heaven through the Visible Head, namely the Pope, His legitimate
Vicar on Earth, until l¢ shall return to establish the Messianic Kingdom.
Peter continued sayingi Concer ni ng the Messias, Jceds u s

prophesied saying to Moses: ol  wi | | r
of his brethren similar to you: and | will place My words irskinouth, and
He shall t el l them al l t hat I commar

announced thes days. You, if you acknowledge Jesus as the Promised
Messias, will again take part in the Covenant God established with our
fathers, when He saidto Abrahatnl n a Descendant of yol
of the earth shal/l be dn]serddimit yoGo d, b
first to bless you, so that each might turn away from his evil ways. Therefore,

you who have rejected Christ, do not now scorn the newrtyypty of

salvation He gives you through me, His Vicar on Earth, and through the

other Apostle®. The miracle of the curing of the man crippled from birth,

and Peterd6s sermon in Solomonds ©porc
number of those presents dive thousand, counting men, women and
children, believed in Jesus Christ and His Church and \aéer baptized by

the Apostles.

Chapter XiIli
First persecution of the growing Church. Apostles Peter and John are seized, impr
judged by the sanhedrin

1. Apostle Peter having concluded his sermon, both he and Apostle John
stayed on in Sol o oromisigathepdthecehWhile¢hayc hi n g
were speaking to the people, unexpectedly some chief priestdlie sect
of the sadducees accompanied by the temple magistrate came up, angered
that Peter and John should teach the people and preach the resurrection of
the dead in the person of Jesus; accordingly, having seized the two Apostles,
they put them intosupr eme ponti ff Cai phasdés p
following day, because it was by then too late to judge them that day. This
had been Chr i sidpabdictrialr Tihis axtion db teefsanheerin H
members was done without the least hindrance ompdhieof the Roman
authorities, above all as Pilate was then at his official residence in Caesarea
Maritime.

2. The following day, 22d of May in that year 34in Jerusalem, pontiffs

Caiphas and Annas met together with the sanhedrin in full, including
Caphaso6s inigqguitous sons John and Al ex
left by Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea. Annas, who had founded
freemasonry, was theanl ev ol ent brain behind the
plans; nevertheless villainous Caiphas was diiigthe supreme pontiff and
chief authority over the apostate jewish church. Although the official hall of



the sanhedritic council was located inside the skam temple,
notwithstanding, on occasion they were accustomed to meet in other places,
particue r 'y i n Annasdéds and Caiphasos p a
ecclesiastical trial, and now with Apostles Peter and John.

3. When Apostles Peter and John found themselves before pontiffs Caiphas
and Annas and the sanhedritic council, the two were adkegl:what
authority or in whos eThendape Pelteg filled y o u
with the Holy Ghost, told them very rest#dly, among other thingéc Ru | er s
of the people, listen: since today an account is asked of us for the benefit
done to an invalid, andy whose virtue he has been cured, we declare to you
all and to the whole People of Israel that the cure was done iN&mee of
Our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, and who rose on
the third day by His own Divine Power. By virtue of Hthen, is this man
cured. This Jesus the Nazarene is the stone you the builders have rejected,
and who has been placed esrnerstone. Solely in Him is there Salvation,
and in no other, since no other name under Heaven has been given to man
by whichweca be saved, but WhénaPeter bnfshed e s u s
speaking, those iniquitous judges questioned John, who deféhtdedi st 6 s
cause too, with great steadfastness and sound arguments.

4. Caiphas, Annas and the members of the sanhedrin, seeing tagecour
and fortitude of Peter and John, as they considered them men without studies
belonging to the common people, and knogvimoreover that they were
Jesusd disciples, were astonished a
wisdom and at the eloquence with whitley both expressed themselves.
Those satanic jews became even more confounded when they saw the invalid
cured by Peter nesent himself before them and stand beside the two
Apostles, thereby giving public testimony to the wondrous miracle worked
upon himin the Name of Jesus. In view of the evidence of the miracle they
dared not say anything against it, so they ordered AgzoBeter and John to
leave the sanhedrin council hall. Once outside, Caiphas, Annas and the
members of the sanhedrin began to coafeong themselves, saying:Wh a t
shall we do with these men? For they have worked a miracle well known to
all those who lie in Jerusalem, and it is so evident that we cannot deny it.

So that it may no more be divulged to the people, however, let us threate

them so that from now on they speak no more to any man in the Name of

J e s uTken they called Peter and John, and gbdthem neither to speak

nor to teach any more in the Name of Jesus. But Peter replied to this telling
themii Judge f or itlyegustbefoeelGodets obay fyou instead of

Him, because we cannot cease to speak of the things we have seen and heard.
Besides, you, Caiphas, Annas and members of the sanhedrin, no longer have

any authority over the true People of God, since | am thed ahthority over

the true People of God or Church of .
Then John valiantly ratifiedvhat Peter had said, sayin@:A me that js,



Peter and John, fortified by the Holy Ghost, gave faithful testimony to
posterity thatod must always be obeyed before men.

Chapter Xl
Peter and John return to the Cenacle

That same day, 2® of May in the year 34, Apostles Peter and John, once
released by the sanhedrin, reeninto the Cenacle and related to their
followers what had happened to them. Then the members of the two religious
communites, as well as the tertiary faithful present, prompted by the Most
Holy Virgin Mary, unanimously raised their voices to God to simgdternal
praises, sayingi O Lor d, Maker of heaven, eart
You, by the Holy Ghost, said thrdug Davi d your servant:
wicked rebel against God, and the ungodly nations scheme subversive plans
against Him? Many kings @arth have leagued up with the princes of Hell
to make war on God and on His Anointed, saying: Let us reject His aythorit
and shake off the yoke of His Law. 2o
Jesus whom You anointed, in this city pontiffs Annas aa@dh@s, the
sanhedrin, King Herod Antipas, Procurator Pontius Pilate and the great
majority of the people of Israel leaglieip as one. All of them, by their
iniquitous conduct, carried out Your decree concerning the Passion of Jesus,
the Christ. Now theri,ord, see their threats, and let Your servants preach
Your word in all freedom, stretching forth Your hand to perform sure
prodigies and wonders i n tThigprafea me of
having ended, the place where they were assembled shodkegnwere all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and announced the word of God resolutely. That
is, the Holy Ghost again became manifest to them, though in far lower
degree, and with thigdsh stimulus from the Paraclete, they preached the
Gospel with greateardour.

Chapter XIV
Vow of poverty in the religious communities. Chastisement of Ananias and Sar.

1. The numerous Christian faithful were of onerhead soul. No one
among them considered anything he possessed as his own, having all things
in common. Thus among them there was no needy person, since all who had
possessions or heas, selling them brought the sale price and laid it at the
A p o s t &t,eveidh wds @istributed according to the needs of each.

2. This generous action, while not binding for the Carmelite tertiaries, was
indeed so for the friars and nuns of both comriesi as was the case of
Joseph of Cyprus, surnamed Barnabas. As heawagr, he sold land
recently inherited and gave the full sale price to the Apostles. That is an
instance of the obligation that members of both Carmelite religious
communities had ohot owning personal goods, by virtue of the vow of
poverty; which, togier with obedience and chastity, constituted even then
the essential basis of religious life.



3. Among the Christian tertiary faithful were Ananias and his wife Saphira
who, still young, of their own free will had made the decision to separate and
enter he respective religious communities. As this sublime consecration to
God required each of its members, by virtue of the vow of poverty at the
moment of taking it in perpetuity, to giwg all property, both of them,
before entering their convents, solddainey possessed to give the money
to the Apostles. Tempted to greed, however, by mutual agreement husband
and wife secretly decided to withhold part of the sale price, giving the othe
part to the Apostles, saying to Peter that the sum handed over wal the
sale price of the land. It chanced that when Ananias arrived first at the
Cenacle to enter as a friar, Peter who, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, was
aware of the deceit plotted the married couple, said to hifbkwWhy di d
let yourself be borne aay by the temptation of Satan, who has taken
possession of your heart, and try to deceive the Holy Ghost by retaining for
yourself part of the price of the land? Has anyone by chamced you to
enter religious life? Is it not true that, continuing aseatiary faithful, you
could have kept it for yourself, and should you have sold it the full price
would have been at your disposal? Even as a friar you could have kept the
land, or pat or all of its price until the moment you professed the three
perpetudvows. With what object, then, have you contrived this fraud in your

y o u

heart? You have not Ahaniadon hearingiilegese b ut

words, fell to the ground and expired. Ténavediggers then removed his
body and gave it burial.
4. And so thredours later Saphira arrived at the Cenacle to enter as a nun,

unaware of what had happened to her husband. Peter said fioher:| | me

woman, did you sell the land for the priceypave t o t hSee Chur c

replied:i Ye s, f or Petdrsaid thprriiivthey. chave you
try the Holy Ghost? Did anyone by chance force you to enter religious life?
You know well that, your husband like yourself, as tertiary faithful could
hawe kept the land or the full sale price. Even as religious you could have
kept the land, or part or all of its price until the moment you professed the
three perpetual vows. Here at the door are those who have buried your
husband, and they willtakeyouawa f or b u r At@te the womane | |
fell to the ground and expiredihe gravediggers then removed her body and
gave it burial with her husbandods.
and Saphira, great fear came upon all the members of threlCéind upon
whoever heard of these things. In the consciences of ildrechof the
Church, the Supreme Authority of the Pope thus became quite manifest and
indisputable.
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Chapter XV
The Apost | es dmiraculbus domgs ano frugfaneds of thgir. apo$tolatei

1. The Apostles very courageously gave testimony to the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Goworking many miracles and prodigies
before the people. Grace shone forth in the @andaithful.

2 . Pope Peter and the other Apost | e
evangelize the crowds coming up to the jewish temple. The prestige of those
first Prebtes of the Church of Christ increased daily owing to the
extraordinary charisms the HoGhost infused into them. Therefore, in view
of the supernatural powers the Apostles were gifted with, especially Peter,
many came to them from Jerusalem and otheregldo be cured of every
kind of ailment, and at the same time to hear the divine teg€lfiom their
lips. While Caiphas, Annas, the sanhedrin and the whole horde of jews loyal
to their dictates did not dare to accept the Apostles, rather laid teitfalbsp
for them, many of the simple folk praised them for their doctrine and
miracles,so that the number of men and women who believed in the Lord
Jesus increased ever further. They brought the sick out into the streets
placing them on stretchers anddis, so that when Peter passed by at least
his shadow might touch some of them, ang thefreed from their ailments.
Many people also came to Jerusalem from nearby towns bringing the sick
and possessed, all of whom were cured.

Chapter XVI
Second persecution of the growing Church. The twelve Apostles kere seized by th
guards
whil e preaching in Solomonds porch. /
prison

1. Pontiffs Annas and Caiphas and all those comprising the sanhedrin,
blinded by envy at &theegpeoplg desidelte Y0 s uc
hands upon them and do away with them.

2. On Sunday mornindgth of June in the year 34, when the twelve Apostles
were in Solomonés porch preaching to
temple guards in accord with orders given by the hierarchs of the Jewish
church, and conducted to the prison in the supreme pofiiatace in which
Peter and John had been imprisoned days previously.

3. The next day, howeverf6of June, when it was still dark, the Most Holy
Virgin Mary, who was in the Cenacle praying for the Apostles, sent
Archangel Saint Michael to free themom their chains and open the prison
gates for them. So then, that same day the Archangel opened the gates of the
prison by night and, leading the twelve Apostles out, saidto thewo a n d
present yourselves at the porch of the jewish temple; and onmeeptiieach
to the people the doctrine of eternal life taught to you by Jesus your Divine
Ma s t eAlthough the prison was diligently guarded by the sanhedrin



warders, the departure of the twelve Apostles from the dungeon as well as
from t he peanyderiodsly wedt umnatited loy them. The twelve
Apostles, finding themselves at liberty, first went to the Cenacle in order by
their presence to console the disciples and disciplesses; who, exceedingly
afflicted, were praying together with the Most HMyrgin Mary for their
release.

Chapter XVII
The twelve Apostles return to S
Caiphas, Annas and the sanhedrin meet to judge and condemn the twelve Apc

1. That same day Monday6of June, the twelve Apostles, carrying out
Godoés command through Archangel Sain
presented t he nsspedhtoersachale G&pel, incecantliat
hour many Jews gathered for public morning prayer.

2 . While the twelve Apostles taught
that at 10 in the morning that same day, at which hour the sanhedritic council
had beena@nvoked, supreme pontiff Caiphas accompanied by Annas arrived
at the council hall in the palace of the high priests, thus inaugurating the
extraordinary session at which the twelve Apostles were to be judged and
condemned. Caiphas sent the temple magestoggther with the bailiffs to
fetch the prisoners. On arriving and opening the doors of the prison,
however, they did not find them. So they returned with the news s@yM(g
found the prison indeed securely locked, and the guards there at the doors
toguardi t ; but having opened t Weenth@or s w
sanhedritic tribunal heard this they were bewildered, wondering what could
have become of the twelve Apostles. The temple magistrate was the new
chief bai |l i ff a n & fulyncanfdentia offigia,din Cai ph
substitution for the perfidious Malchus who had buffeted Christ and was cast
body and soul into Hell on the day of Pentecost at the very moment the Holy
Ghost descended upon those in the Cenacle.

3. While the sanhedrin ifull was still bewildered at the mysterious
disappearance of the Apostles, a messenger arrived from the jewish temple
to communicate to the sanhedritic council that the twelve Apostles were to
be found in Solomonds Por c hratptheeac hi n
went with the bailiffs, and brought them without violence as the bailiffs were
afraid of being stoned by the people.

Chapter XVIII
The twelve Apostles before Caiphas, Annas and the sanhedrin in full

1. Once the twelve Apostles came before the sanhedritic council, supreme
pontiff Caiphas interrogated them sayifigBy expr ess command
you to preach in the Name of Jesus, and you, instead of obbagveyfilled
Jerusalem with your doctrine, trying to make us responsible for the Blood of
t hat Netar replied saying valiantlyi | t I S necessary t



before men. Besides, | repeat to you: Caiphas, Annas and members of the
sanhedrin, you no lwger have any authority over the true People of God,
since | possess the chief authority in the true People of God or Church of
Jesus Christ, fulfilling in this way
dwelling will be left deserted, and no one will itditstheir homes, because
they persecuted Him whom You struck, and augmented the hurt of Him whom
You wounded. They will heap baseness upon baseness, and refuse to enter
the sheepfolanadft ¥Y¥euot mevm 6Apostl es, r
saidi A me ®&ope Peter then continued speakiigT hi s Jesus Ch
whom you put to death by crucifying Him on a cross, has risen by virtue of
the Divine Power He possesses as God that He is as well. This Jesus Christ
was exalted by the right hand of God the Eaffand placed as Prince and
Saviour, to give repentance and remission of sins to Israel. We are witnesses
to these truths, as also is the Holy Ghost whom God has given to us and to
all who obey Him: as likewise are you yourselves, Annas and Caiphas, and
three of the chief priests, since He presented Himself before you following
Hi s Resurrecti on, Qaheahrinytbisithetmembersdf e d Hi
the sanhedrin were filled with rage and deliberated among themselves on
how to put them to death.

2. While the twelve Apostles appeared before the sanhedrin that day, the

6th of June, the disciple Gamaliel, leaving the Cenacle cloister for the
purpose by order of the Divine Mary, presented himself before the council.
As Gamaliel, prior to his conversion to thaith of Christ, had belonged to

the pharisee sect, had been a doof the law and member of the sanhedrin,

he enjoyed great prestige and respect before the people. Hence he could
easily present himself before the council in session to intervene in the

Apost |l esd favour . So then, Gavelel i el a
Apostles go outside briefly. Once they had left, Gamaliel commenced his
discourse before the sanhedritic council, sayfngle n o f | srael ,

well what you are to do with these merou know that not long ago an

individual called Theodas rose @nd gained a reputation as a person of

great importance, and about four hundred men associated with him. He was

killed, however, and his followers dispersed, and it all came to nothing. The
Judas of Galilee rose wup i nustahde days
drew the people after him. But he perished as well, and all his followers
dispersed. Now | say to you, do not meddle with these twelve men, but set
them free; because if the work yhare raising up is from men, it will

disappear of its own accordbut if it is from God you cannot destroy it, and
besides you wi | Thenlisamalelcpnonsdd higdiscdarse, o
making quite clear his attitude in favour of the doctrine prehdhethe

Apostles, which he professed as being a divine and maésie work. After

Gamali el s reasonings, and fearful th
them, Caiphas, Annas and the members of the sanhedrin, deliberating among



themselves,opted o heed Gamali el 6s opinion; C
to withdraw from the sanhedrin council hall and that they would afterwards

let the Apostles go free. Once Gamaliel had left, the members of the
sanhedrin called in the Apostles; and after having teeourged, warned

them to speak no more in the Name of Jesus|earntdem go. The Apostles
withdrew from the council s presence
worthy to suffer affronts for their Divine Master, and continued to preach
ceaselessyom Jesus Christ at Solomonds po
theJews 6 houses and throughout the ci

Chapter XIX
Pope Peter ordains seven Deacons

1. For the effective administration and distrilbouh  of t he Chur c hi
destined for works of charity, Peter ha@med various lay faithful to share
out relief to the most needy, and moreover carry out other charitable
missions. These laypeople, in turn, made use of certain virtuous widows who
wished © serve the Church in this state of life, not having a religious
vocation. As many of those joining the ever increasing number of lay faithful
were Greekspeaking, those entrusted with the works of charity, being
generally Hebrews, continued requesting ttiaritable service more from
widows of their own language tharof those of the Greek language. This
gave rise to backbiting among the Greek faithful to whom it seemed there
was discrimination against widows of their own language. Peter, with the
aim of avoiding contentions between the children of the Church, resolved
that the supervision of this work of charity pass into the hands of the
hierarchy, but without the direct intervention of the twelve Alggst

2. Peter, then, decided to ordain seven ofrihes as Deacons, in order for
them to organize the administi@ti and sharing out of alms with equity,
employing the services of laymen and widows named by the Deacons
without distinction of language or nation. For this purpose, Pope Peter
convoked thether eleven Apostles and all the disciples,and aildt i s not
right that we, the Apostles, neglect the word of God to occupy ourselves with
the administration and sharing out of alms. | will choose, then, brethren from
among you, seven men of good tegon, filled with the Holy Ghost and
with wisdom, whom | will drust with this work; and thus we can employ
ourselves wholly in prayer almid i n p
proposal seemed good to the entire gathering. And Pope Peter, taking into
acwount the opinion of the other Apostles, elected Stephen, a nhaffaith
and of the Holy Ghost, Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timmon, Parmenas, and
Nicholas who was a proselyte from Antioch of Syria, the only one not a
member of the group of sevenrtyo dficial disciples or Princes of the
Church.
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3. On the 18 of Julyin the year 34, the ceremony for the ordination of the
seven Deacons by Pope Peter took place in the Cenacle, in the presence of
the Most Holy Virgin Mary, the members of the two religi@asnmunities,
and tertiary faithful of both branches. The ordinatteremony of the seven
Deacons followed the celebration of Holy Mass by Pope Peter before all
those present. To be ordained Deacon, each of the seven candidates knelt
before Peter, who inilence laid his hands upon the head of each, thereby
conferring tle Diaconate; and though the other Apostles laid hands upon
them as well, to bless them and give greater solemnity to the act, their
participation did not form part of the essence of the&aent.

Chapter XX
Mas si ve ¢r oicaltBbdy.dHte Di€ierMarg, Mdther, IMgpberdess and
Doctress of the Newborn Church

The evangelizing work of the Apostles continued to produce admirable
effects among the Jews, for the word of the Lord spread, the number of
Christian faithful greatly multiplied in Jerusalem, and a large number of
levitical priests joined thé&postles. Thé was a clear demonstration of the
massive growth of Christédés Mystical
spiritual ruin of the apostate jewish church; since among the deicide people,
despite the obstinacy of the majority, there were mahg welded tothe
effects of grace, which is always propitious towards those who still retain in
their hearts at least a little goodwill in search of the truth. What made the
deepest impression on many of these Jews, besides the prodigious signs they
saw n the Apostls, was the irreproachable conduct of those first members
of the Church, whose lives were in harmony with the evangelical doctrine
they professed; while the prelates of the apostate jewish church became
increasingly corrupt. This is also whygomod numbetrof levitical priests
dedicated to the ministry in the temple of Jerusalem and in many synagogues
inside and outside Israel joined the Apostles, recognizing that in the doctrine
professed by the Church of Christ was contained the purity of daedt
Moses n its maximum perfection, in conformity with the Evangelical spirit
preached by that Messias inexorably combated and ignominiously crucified
by His own people. However, none of those converted priests formed part of
the sanhedritic council. Ehsurprisingfruits of conversion continually
brought about by the evangelizing labour of the Apostles was due to the
prodigality of the action of the Holy Ghost in souls, in attention to the
continuous solicitude of His Divine Spouse, the Virgin Marsuch a way
that the little barque of the New Church, governed by the Divine Mistress,
sailed ahead prosperously with the counsels She gave, the doctrine She
taught, the admonishments She gave, as likewise the prayers and petitions
She unceasingly offerecho t h e s®éhalfr vatiodt Her for a moment
ceasing to attend the Church in all that was necessary for this and for the



consolation of the Apostles and the other faithful. The Most Holy Virgin
Mary, most vigilant Mother and Shepherdess, zealously thaiter the
sheep of the fold entrusted to Her care by Her Divine Son, protecting them
from the pitfalls and dangers of the infernal wolves; in such a fashion that
this Christian family was secure under the protection of the Divine and Most
Pious Mother; o not only oncerned Herself with the spiritual needs and
tribulations of Her children, but with their corporal ones as well, even
working the miraculous cure of the most grievous illnesses. She was most
perfect model of Christian charity towards all tt@ldren of he Church,

since She often served them in person, visiting, teaching and comforting
them; the poorer they were the more solicitous She was towards them, even
feeding them as well with Her Purest Hands, making their beds and attending
to theircleanliness sif She were the servant of each. Such was the humility,
charity and concern of the great Queen of Heaven, that She denied no service
to Her children the faithful, filling them all with sweetest joy and consolation

in their hardships. The impressible laour of charity the Divine Mother
continually exercised was not limited to the children of the Church, but also
extended to those outside her, since with great concern She succoured folk
in their many needs so as to draw them to the lightef3ospel. Tanks to

the magisterial teaching and heroic example of the Most Holy Virgin Mary,
the Apostles, disciples, disciplesses and Church faithful in general, put into
practice with great perfection the works of mercy, sublimely lived and
preached b¢hrist durirg His Public Life. Hence can be understood why no
few Jews reacted favourably towards the Gospel.

Chapter XXI
Martyrdom of Stephen, disciple and Deacon.
Peter elects the Deacon Nicholas to occupy the post leérvaczondpyhStep
seventyvo disciples

1. Stephen had been born in the Ophel district of the citgrosalem on

the 280 of December in the year 5199. He was well versed in the Law and
Sacred Scripture thanks to his talent and application in study; for together
with Saul, who was afterwards to become Apostle Paul, he had been
educated in the school ofaifamous tedwer Gamaliel, later a disciple of
Jesus Christ. During their years of study a close friendship grew up between
the two fellow students. The Deacon protomartyr during his youth was
distinguished by his upright observance of the Law of Moseaswas of

grea moral purity. Shortly after the Precursor, John the Baptist, began
preaching at the banks of the Jordan, Stephen followed him as a disciple,
received from him the baptism of penance, and by him was put in contact

with Jesus Christ. On the #Bof May in the year 31, Christ, preaching by
the Jordan, administered the Sacrament of Baptism to Stephen, who, from
then on ever followed the Divine Master, being elected disciple in February



of the year 32; and on the ®of August that same year wasmed an
official disciple.

2. Stephen, a man full of grace and fortitude, worked great prodigies and
miracles among the people, and impelled by the Holy Ghost spoke with great
wisdom. The prestige which the Deacon acquired in Jerusalem was such that,

on Saturday the 281 of December in the year 34, while teaching in a public
square near the old Sheep Gat e, cl os
was spied on by members of the official synagogue or jewish church
belonging to Greekpeaking jewish commuins known as 60o0f
freedmeno, Cyreni ans, Al exandri ans,
they were | istening to Stephends Gos|
dispute with him on the Law and the Scriptures, but were outclassed by the

De a c o n 6ns One of $hd jews there present was the rabbi Saul, of the
pharisee sect, who days previously had come from Tarsus, curious about the
recent events of Christodos Death and t
Cenacle; having heard about them from someci@ils who had been
converted on hearing Peterds Pentecos
Saul that Gamaliel, his cherished former master, and Stephen-taibogx

student, belonged to the group of followers of the crucified Nazarene. A
heated argumeérroke out between Stephen and Saul in which the Deacon

taught lessons to his former fellow student. Both Saul and his fanatic jewish
coreligionists, unable to endure the inspired wisdom with which Stephen

spoke, stung to fury against the Deacon, plairmeghs to arrest him at the

first occasion that might present itself. It was pontiffs Caiphas and Annas,
however, who bribed some to say that they had heard Stephen uttering
blasphemies against Moses and against God, also making this calumnious
accusation pblic throughout the city, so as thereby to count, in their criminal
intentions, on the support of the people, since Stephen enjoyed great prestige
among them for his wisdom, holiness and miracles. By such defamation they
stirred up the hierarchs of thenjssh church and many of the people, who

leagued up against Stephen.

3. On Monday the 2B of December in the year 34, the Deacon Stephen,
who was teaching a crowd in the usual place, which was beside the
aforementioned Sheep Gate, was arrested by suprenmteipf f Cai phas
guards and brought before him. Caiphas was in the sanhedrin council hall of
the Jerusalem temple, holding a meeting with many who were sanhedrites
and others who were not. At the trial false witnesses came forward to say of
Stephenii T hmasdoes not cease to utter words against this holy place and
against the Law: for we heard him say that Jesus the Nazarene will destroy
this place and change the Saulalsoi ti ons
present there, sincerely believed in the toftthese accusations. Those same
jewish dignitaries, gazing upon Stephen, beheld his face transformed, like



the face of an Angel, due to the heavenly splendour the Deacon displayed
before all at the Most Holy Viuwugin Ma
leaving the Cenacle, became present to him at those moments to strengthen

and inspire him.

4. Then high priest Caiphas hypocritically asked the Deacon if all they had
sai d against him was true. Il n answer
however, ad to the defamations of which he was accused, Stephen gave a
masterly summary of the Sacred Scriptures. At the same time as he defended
holy Jewish traditions, Stephen confessed his fidelity to Abraham, Father in
the Faith, his profound respect for whag firophets had foretold and his
most zealous observance of the Law of Moses in accord with the Gospel
spirit, in order thus to crown his doctrinal apology demonstrating that in Our
Lord Jesus Christ all the Old Testament was fulfiled, He being the
announed and Promised Messias, whom they as deicides and traitors had
put to death. Her aHear Smephahbs thec
appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he
dwelt i n Haram, and ulanddromyourknsfolk 6 Go
and from the house of your father, and come to the land | will show you. |
will make you father and head of a great people, and | will bless you and
make your name great, and you will be blessed. | will bless those who bless
you, and curse those who curse you, and in one of your descendants all the
generations of the earth wild|l be bl e
Chal deans and dwelt in Haram. After h
to this land where you now dwedind God promised to give it in possession
to him and to his descendants after him, though he still had no children. God
said to him, moreover, referring to t
your posterity will be pilgrims in a land that is not the{Esgypt), and then
will be subjected to servitude, and will be afflicted for four hundred years.

But I will judge the nation they are to serve, and afterwards they will leave
with great wealth, and return here ((
then maethe covenant with him, sealed by circumcision. So Abraham was
circumcised; and after having engendered Isaac he circumcised him as well

on the eighth day, and Isaac did likewise to his son Jacob. And Jacob too
circumcised his twelve sons. Ten of themvead by envy, sold their brother

Joseph, who was taken down into Egypt as a slave. God, however, who was

with him, brought him out of all his trials, giving him grace and wisdom
before Egyptdés pharaoh, who constitut
hisentire court. Afterwards there was widespread famine in all Egypt and in

the land of Canaan, and misery was extreme, so that Jacob and his children

had nothing to eat. But as Jacob knew there was abundant wheat in Egypt,

he sent ten of his sons there thst time; and the second time that he sent

ten of his sons, Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and his lineage

was revealed to the pharaoh. Joseph then sent for his father and all his



kinsfolk. So Jacob went down into Egypt, where in due coerdied, as did

his sons. The People of Israel grew and multiplied in Egypt, until another
sovereign reigned there who did not take into account all that Joseph had
done in favour of his nation. Employing malicious guile against the children
of Israel, thepharaoh persecuted them, even compelling them to kill their
newly born children when they exceeded the limit established by him. At that
time Moses was born. He was pleasing to God, and was secretly nursed for
the space of three ,aghewdssheintmrddhiids par
In view of the danger of discovery, however, his mother, enlightened by God,
laid him in a reed basket which she left on the river Nile. He was taken up
from there by the daughter of the pharaoh, who had him cared for as#his

son. So Moses was instructed in Egyptian sciences, and came to be a
powerful man in word and deed. When he was forty years old, seeing one of

| srael 6s children struck by an Egyp
oppressor. The following day, seeing thsraelites fight to the death between

themselves, he sought to reconcile th
beating your neighbour?06 He replied:

judge over us? Do you perhaps want to kill me, as you killed thetiggyp
yesterday?6 And on being denounced f
pharaoh ordered that Moses be sought out and killed, but he fled with a small

group of Israelites, taking refuge on Mount Horeb, where God anointed him
Prophet and Shepherd of$¢# e opl eds chil dren. After\y
live in the land of Madian, where he married and begot two sons. Forty years

later, while taking his livestock into the inner part of the desert, Moses saw
something mysterious on the summit of Mount Horelochwémticed him to

go up; and after climbing up, he saw God under human figure in the midst

of the flames of a burning bush. Marvelling that the bush burned and was

not consumed, Moses drew nearer to examine it more closely; then God, in

the midstofthelsln sai d to him: &6Come no cl ose
feet, because the place you are on i
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.d And the Lor d fflictod of Myhpeopie in 6 | h a

Egypt, and | have heard their outcry
knowing their suffering | have come down to liberate them from the hands of

the Egyptiansé Come, then, for | wildHl
youtak e t he children of | srael.|, My peop
God: OWho am | to go to the pharaoh
Egypt 2?6 God responded: o1 wi | | be wi

Caudillo and Liberator of His People, anttk delivered them by divine
power, working prodigies and miracles in the land of Egypt, in the Red Sea
and in the desert for the space of forty years. This Moses is the one who, on
Mount Sinai, received the Divine Law, the word of life, to deliver to his
pemle. But many, desiring in their hearts to go back again to Egypt, said to



Aaron: OMake us a god to go before us:s

us out of the | and of Egypt, we dono
then made a golden calf, offerirsgcrifices to the idol, and made merry
before that wor k of t heir hands. Thi

presided over the assembly of the Church in the Sinai desert, was rejected
by many of his people disobeyisa,g hi s
and according to the model he was shown, they fabricated the Tabernacle
and the Ark of the Covenant they took with them in the desert. This is that
same Moses who transmitted to |srae
received fr om GaoPdophetdol themiinltHe midsa of kie u p
brethren similar to you, and | will place My words in His mouth, and He
shall t el | them all t hat I command
Caudilloship of Israel by Joshua, who was the one who then guided the
childrenof Israel, and they brought the Tabernacle of the Covenant into this

land which they seized from its pagan dwellers, whom God exterminated by

the sword of the new Caudillo. Joshua
on the land Jacob had bought froneifbr 6 s s ons. Then, I n
Davidoéos reign, who found grace befor
Most High God of Israel his desire to build Him a sumptuous Temple in

Jerusalem; it was his son Solomon, ho
coomand. Despite Gododés clemency and me

Israel strayed from Almighty God to erect altars and on them adore idols!
Such was the blindness of many in this people, that God permitted them to
be deported, first to Nineveh anddato Babylonia, and that the city of
Jerusalem and its majestic Temple built by Solomon be completely
destroyed. o

5. Stephen went on to saii: S tnecked men, pagan of heart and of
hearing, stubborn in resisting the Holy Ghost, and continuers of theityiq
of many of your forefathers! What Prophet did many of them not persecute?
They put to death those who announced the Coming of the Righteous One,
Our Lord Jesus Christ, whom you have now delivered up and crucified,
betraying the Faith of the true Peemf God, thus rejecting Christ and the
Gospel Law He preached. Take greatly into account that God Most High,
who has Heaven for throne, and earth as footstool, no longer dwells in the
reconstructed temple of Jerusalem, however majestic it may seemaagou,
of which not a stone will remain upon a stone. God now dwells in the small
Temple of those who follow His Son Je

6. On hearing these things, the members of that gathering inwardly seethed
with rage and gnashed their teeth at Stephen. &uiding full of the Holy
Ghost, and fixing his eyes on Heaven, saw the glory of God and Jesus who
stood at the right hand of God the Father. AndheBaldo, | see t he |
thrown open, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God the
F at h &Vith.adumultuous clamour, they stopped up their ears and all as



one furiously fell wupon him. The pont
Stephen violently out of the temple by one of the gates near the pool of
Bethesda, where they were joined byother considerable number of
perfidious jews. The Deacon was then taken outside the city by the old Sheep
Gate, and thence to the Valley of Cedron where, in accord with that
established in the law of Moses for blasphemers, he was stoned. The custom

had bea introduced that the official withesses of the stoning be dressed in
mantles proper to the occasion, which were to be removed beforehand and
placed at the feet of whoever presided, on this occasion Saul, as a sign that

the stones were cast in the namethef sanhedrin. Following this initial
procedure, all those present also hurled stones at Stephen, while he prayed,
sayingi Lor d Jesus r ad@odeaesedwpndersin his botlyo ;

to be visible to all those present. Shortly before dying, falilnigis knees,

he prayed aloud saying:L or d, do not hol ddawingi s si r
said this, he fell asleep in the Lord. This prayer of Stephen enclosed an
earnest petition for the conversion of his executioners, especially for that of

his exfellow student Saul, upon whom the holy martyr looked with great
tenderness before dying. Saul consen
intellectual preparation, prestige among the pharisee sect, fanatic zeal for the

Law and natural tenacity, he had quickly wtime confidence of the
sanhedritic council, which saw in him a singularly useful instrument in its
perverse plans against the Christians.

7. Stephends death occurred tBaef 3 in
December in the year 34, at which time ofry@antius Pilate was not to be
found in Jerusalem, but staying at his official residence in Caesarea
Mari ti me. Thus the sanhedrin could m
and afterwards communicate to Pilat e
stoning wa due to a popular reprisal against the Christians for their street
disturbances in detriment to the Law, an imputation we know to be false.
Saint Stephendés martyrdom occurred or
Saint Stephen rises, in the Valley of Jus# or Cedron brook, a short
distance from what is known as the Sepulchre of the Virgin or Church of the
Assumption, beside the Garden of Olives. The fact that veracious Christian
tradition situates the spot of Steph
where the actwual Church i n the Sainté
why the name Stephen was given to the predaptgate in the walls
constructed near the old Sheep Gate, through which the saint was taken out
of the city to be put to death.sAome faithful Christians were present at
Stephends martyrdom, they informed t|
Holy Virgin Mary considered it most prudent that Joseph of Arimathea,
Nicodemus and Gamaliel, persons of some consideration in the cityg be t
ones to undertake to remove the Deacc
that same evening to a property donated by Gamaliel to the Church, located



some thirty kilometres from Jerusalem, known as Caphargamala. This
translation was carried out exactlylzad been ordered. Once it was night,
the Most Holy Virgin Mary went there accompanied by Her two sisters, by
Peter, the other Apostles and a good number of disciples and disciplesses,
for the funeral rites at which Pope Peter was to officiate the fallpday

with great solemnity. That very #Vof December in the year 34, in the tomb
Gamaliel had prepared for himself, the venerable body of the Christian
protomartyr received Christian buri al
emotion and at the same gmrofound admiration in the whole Church, he
being the first to shed his blood fo
martyro6s buri al i n Caphargamal a, a n
established on the property, under the direction of Gamafel from there
worked unceasingly in the propagation of Christianity until his holy death.

8 . Af ter Stephendés deat h, Peter el e
vacancy left by the protomartyr in the number of the sevembyofficial
disciples or Princeof the Church.

Chapter XXI|
Precautions taken by the Church at the imminence of a fresh persecution. Pope
ordains Priests and new Deacons
from among the sevemtlisciples. The séwentysciples are sent out to preach the
®spel away from Jerusalem

1. The death of Deacon Stephen was the beginning of the third and most
cruel persecution hitherto suffered by those primitive Christian communities
in Jerusalem; though two days later, by means of a sanhedritic decree, this
persecution was ttake on an official character.

2. The bloodthirsty and fierce hatred of the sanhedrin and its henchmen for
Christdéds foll ower s, far from being
intensified yet further in view of the heroic fortitudemayed by the saint
the heavenly wisdom that fell from his lips and the prodigies ennobling his
venerable body during his bloody sto
those perfidious jews another irrefutable proof that the children of the
Church founded Yo Our Lord Jesus CIst are the legitimate successors of
the Patriarchs and Prophets of the Old Law, and depositaries of the holy
Jewish traditions now perfected in the Gospel Law. On the other hand, the
testimony given by Stephen and the blood he shddsirmartyrdom had
quite noticeably affected many Jews of humble spirit, so that a profound
admiration for the Christians could be discerned in no few, as well as a desire
to be united to them. Hence the sanhedrin, in its dogged hatred of the Church,
aboveall now with the ifluence of the fanatical jew Saul, decided to assail
her officially again, with the aim of eradicating the work of Christianity from
Jerusalem and instilling fear into those who sympathized with the Gospel.
While those iniquitous pontigfCaiphas and Annagorked out their criminal



designs, the Church of Christ, increasingly fortified, prudently organized
herself to withstand that inevitable and imminent persecution; and at the
same time to spread the Gospel to other places and regigosidbe
Jerusalem.

3.0n the night of the 2 of December in the year 34, once the Most Holy
Virgin Mary, the Apostles and others had returned from Caphargamala, Pope
Peter, by the most sapient counsel of the Heavenly Mother, spoke to the other
Apostles, theseventytwo official disciples and the rest present in the
Cenacle, of the great persecution threatening them; and of the measures
necessary to ensure the Churchoés cont
themselves by prayer and penance so as to emanrious fromhat trial,

whi ch would redound i n supernatur al
Furthermore, as it was not possible to preach the Gospel in Jerusalem at that
ti me, due to the I mminent ri sk of de

aggressiveness, theament had arrived to leave the city in order to spread
Christianity to other places and regions. In the divine plan, however, the
mission of travelling abroad to spread the Gospel was to pertain first to the
official disciples or Princesf the Church, whe the Apostles were to remain
in Jerusalem for the time being, together with the disciplesses and the other
friars.

4. As the evangelical mission of the sevetwy official disciples could
not lack what was most essential to the apastpMass and th®acraments,
the Most Holy Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, told Peter that before
they left he should proceed to ordain Deacons and Priests from among them,
so that each Priest be accompanied by a Deacon. Agabus was not included
in these ordinations, soe he had already received the Diaconate,
Presbyterate and Episcopate at the hands of Apostle Peter four days after the
Lordbébs Ascensi on. T h e-one fofficialedisciplest t he
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timmon, Parmenasd Nicholas, alely
Deacons, were ordained Priests; of the other dixéy disciples without
Sacred Orders, twentyine received the Diaconate and the Presbyterate, of
whom we specially mention Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, Gamaliel and
Lazarus of Bthany; and thirtysix received solely the Diaconate, as was the
case of Aristarchus. This ceremony was performed by Pope Peter that same

day, 22h of December in the year 34. Before dawn the following day the
seventytwo disciples left in pairs, afterracer i n g P adiongaddshisi nstr
papal benediction; each of them also took his leave of the Most Holy Virgin

Mary, who as Divine Shepherdess and Doctress of the Church, after sound
advice, fortified them with Her motherly blessing for the difficult nossi

entrusted to tha. The Divine Mary consoled and encouraged the Apostles

to be constant and to hope for divine favour in that tribulation; and in virtue

of this exhortation none of the Twelve left Jerusalem. As Gamaliel was
assigned to the Caphargamalaister as superigrafter being ordained by



Peter in the Cenacle he returned there accompanied by one of the Deacons;
from where he was to fulfil his mission of spreading the Gospel.

Chapter XXIII
The Sanhedrin officially decreebsgbhesecutiameiChurch. Rabbi Saul, chief
driving force behind

the violent persecution. Mary Mercur

sufferings of Her children
1. The third persecution of the Church was decreed and put into effect by

the sanhedrin on th2sth of Decembern the year 34, the principal driving
force behind that violent persecution being rabbi Saul. Thoughdaged,
magnanimous, higminded, zealous, active, efficacious and constant in his
undertakings, yet, being stubborn in his thinkiBgul displayed gat zeal

for rabbinic traditions; and in his mistaken opinion judged it unworthy and
contradictory that, against those traditions and against Moses, a new Law be
promulgated invented by a Man crucified as a criminal, when Moses had
receved the Law on MounSinai from God Himself. So it was that Saul
conceived deep abhorrence and contempt for Christ, His Law and His

di sciples. Therefore, despite Saul 0s

was a useful instrument of Satan in those @ plans again€thristianity;
and due to his hardness of heart did not value the holy testimonies of many

of Christds foll ower s, |l i ke the high

Stephen at his martyrdom, the transfiguration of his face and the heroic
patience displayefly the saint at his death, which would have been more
than sufficient for the conceited Saul to desist from his cruel and perverse
attitude towards Christians, were it not for his stubborn jewish fanaticism
and mistaken zeal for God.

2. The persistent dmlical scheming of Caiphas and Annas against
Christianity and the tenacious drive of a persuasive man like Saul, gave rise
to the third persecution of the Church being in addition officially decreed,;
measure which counted on the suppof the Roman repsentative in
Jerusalem of Pontius Pilate, who was himself then residing in Caesarea
Maritime. It was precisely Saul who, with his adroit dialectical prowess,
presented the sanhedrinbés prophsal
deign to grant the approval to the persecution of Christians, unjustly
branded as disturbers of public order and transgressors of jewish traditions.
Saul, using the authority received from pontiffs Caiphas and Annas, and in
his bold tenacity in puttop an end to Christiaty, laid waste to the Church
of Christ, entering into houses, violently dragging off men and women and
imprisoning them; and as well often had them taken to the dungeons of the
jewish synagogues where they were tortured and fordeldspheme so that
they might renounce Faith in Christ, some of the weakest succumbing. The
third persecution of the Church in Jerusalem directed by the fanatical Saul

t

C



was notable for its cruelty, since many Christians were imprisoned and ill
treated, no f& crowning their magrdom with death, as was the case of
Mary Mercuria, discipless protomartyr. She, having left the Cenacle to
comfort some persecuted families, was assailed by a group of jews who tried
to force her to deny the Name of Jesus ChristaBghe valiantly coetsed

that she was a Christian, she was brought to Saul who, seeing the constancy
with which she confessed the Faith, ordered her to be stoned. Mary

Mercuriabds mar tyr YdJanuarpiotke ygat 35, oretheon t h
outskirtsof Jerusalem, neané¢ spot where Stephen had been martyred.

3. Whil e the Church was victim of tI
terrible persecution, the Divine Mar)
unceasingly prayed to Her Most Divine Son teeljghat bloody tempst
quickly; for though the blood shed by the martyrs yielded abundant
conversions, with the consequent increase of the faithful and expansion of
the Church, Maryodés | mmacul ate Heart v
of Her childrenjn such a fashion #t She lived a continuous mystical death,
as corresponded to Her who is Queen of Martyrs. In turn Pope Peter and the
ot her Apostl es participated I n the
affliction, united to Her in clamorous prayer. TR®st Holy Virgin Mary,
without leaving the Cenacle, comforted the persecuted children of the
Church, becoming visible to many; whereby they were exceedingly fortified
SO as not to apostatize from the Faith, and to accept martyrdom submissively.
Peter and hte other Apostles alscontrived to assist the faithful of the
Church, above all with the Sacraments, particularly Holy Communion; doing
so by counsel of the Divine Mary, who protected them powerfully so that
none of the Twelve might perish. Many membefstle two religious
communities also showed themselves to be true servants of charity towards
their persecuted brethren. No few Christians fled from Jerusalem, however,
to continue spreading their Faith in Jesus Christ beyond that bloody scene of
persecutin, founding new cemtes in those places where the official
disciples were to be found missioning. Besides, many who were foreigners
returned to their faraway lands, thereby spreading Christianity further.

Chapter XXIV
Re s pi t persacution $fdherdd.@Opening, celebration and closure of the First
Council of the Church

1. The savage persecution instigated laulSwvhich laid wasteo the
Church, while it lasted somewhat more than a year, had its corresponding

respites. One such respite commenced on tHed8March in the year 35,

as the sanhedrin, given the multitudes of jews who were to assemble in
Jerusalemfor the forthcoming pssover, considered it inopportune to

continue to harass the Christians at that time, since violence against them
woul d draw new proselytes to Christ6s



thanks to the admirable testimony of faith gil®nthe persecuted itaful.
Notwithstanding, Caiphas and Annas promulgated an edict which was fixed
to the door of every synagogue in Jerusalem, whereby those who associated
with the followers of Jesus Christ crucified were penalized with expulsion
from the jewish church. Wht these and many other precautions and harsh
measures, the deicide people celebrated the jewish passover that year 35. By
the edict, over the Christians of Jerusalem there hung a continuous threat
from the sanhedrin; which generally ployed violence and ggression
against them except during the brief periods of apparent calm, especially on
jewish feasts, when the persecution was underhand, for the reasons
previously given. Due to Saul 6s i mpl
vicinity, and the near imposdity now of preaching the Gospel there,
Christianity continually extended her field of apostolate to other regions of

| srael 6s territory and beyond.

2. Taking advantage of a period of peace in the persecution of the
Christians, Pop®eter, under the mbsapient guidance of the Most Holy
Virgin Mary, convoked the Apostolic College in the Cenacle of Jerusalem
for the celebration of the First Ecumenical Council of the Church, which was

solemnly inaugurated on Friday théhSof May in the year 35, first
ann versary of the Lordoés admirabl e Asc

closure of this Holy Council taking place on Monday th&118 May that

same year, first anniversary of the apotheosic Coming of the Holy Ghost on

the Apostles amhothers assembledtine Cenacle. In the sessions of the First

Holy Council of Jerusalem, doctrinal, liturgical and disciplinary matters

were dealt with so that the unity of the Church might stand out in everything.

Most transcendent was the drawing upao€reed in which therincipal

articles of the Christian Faith were formulated, and which, once composed

by the twelve Apostl| es, received Pet
is known in the Church @ Sy mb o | of {THe &irstCpunmal ofl es . 0O
Jerusalem ended, tinequired copies were made of the Creed drawn up and

of the other decrees; all of which, by means of some of the friars, was
urgently conveyed to the severttyo official disciples posted in the various
missions. e Apostl esd Cr eedsirrefulabdersymbatas pr
of the Christian Faith and indispensable for whoever wished to belong to the

fold of the Church.

Chapter XXV
Fruitful apostolate of the -b&wverftfycial disciples.
Apostate of the disciple Philip in theSawrané. Philip baptizes Simon Magus
1. The seventywo disdples sent out to preach the Gospel awaymir
Jerusalem went from one region to another announcing the word of God,
carrying out a great apostolate which redounded in abundant fruits of
conversions, with the resultant increase in Church membership. In many



towns new Christian communities of laytfdgul were founded, from which
many religious vocations blossomed too, of men as well as of women. To
Bishop and Prophet Agabus, then \{8eperior General of the Carmelite
Order, pertained the instruction and soysion of the new religious
convents beig founded outside Jerusalem.

2. While at the beginning of their mission the seventy disciples
preached the Gospel in other parts of the region of Judea and throughout the
region of Samaria, gradually they extled their field of apostolate to
Galilee, Phoenicia, Damascus, Cyprus, Antioch of Syria, among other
regions. It fell to the disciple Philip to preach the Gospel in the town of
Samaria, also known as Sebaste, where the people listened with great interest
to the discipl eds rmeehkymany migcles, wdusing h wa ¢
great joy in that t own. Thanks to P
conversions took place in the town of Samaria; and, therefore, a great
expansion of Christians occurred, ofttbonen and women; who, having
believed whatPhilip preached about the Kingdom of God, received the
Sacrament of Baptism.

3. In the town of Samaria at that time there was a man named Simon, a jew
from Ghiton, a town in the region of Samaria, who practiseatt of magic,
deceiving the people witlalse prodigies and persuading them that he was a
great personage, as he made himself out to be a god. Many of the citizens,
great and lowly, listened to himand saidHe i s Godo&sandgr eat
they adheredothim, since for quite some time he had lielned them by his
diabolical arts. However, as his false prodigies were eclipsed by the
supernatural miracles the disciple Philip worked in the Name of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, Simon felt himself so drawn to Ptitigt he followed him to
listen to his word and observe his actions, thereby becoming convinced that
the Christian Faith was the true one, and that were he to continue with his
magic arts he would be damned. The fear of God felt by Simon, then, brought
him to request baptism from Philip, and heswaaptized by the disciple.
Whil e at the beginning Simon Magusos
he was partly motivated by the ambition of acquiring dignities and honours
wi t hin Chri st 6 3dnpdssessiorcohsuperaatudal powens and b e
make use of them. Philip, seeing in him a minimum of good will, admitted
him into the bosom of the Church. For a time Simon Magus tried to restrain
his ambitious aspiration to the priesthood, contenting himself with
accompanying Priest Philip, without misgithe slightest detail of all he did
in the course of his ministry.

Chapter XXVI
Apostolic journey of Pope Peter accompanied by Apostle John. Peter and John in
of Samaria or Sebaste.



Simon Magus attempts to buy EpiscopaPpeviessr 6 s and Johnos
region of Samaria

1. Following the celebration of the First Council of Jerusakame of the
friars living in different convents of the city had been sent to take the
Apostl esd6 Creed and ot he-two disoiplesc i | d e
When they arrived at the various missions of the disciples, these messengers
could verify with grat astonishment the abundant fruits obtained. Hence, on
their return to Jerusalem they gave an account of all to the twelve Apostles,
mentioning very spedilg the abundant conversions made in the town of
Samaria through the disciple Philipos
2. As Pope Peter and the others frequently consulted with the Most Holy
Virgin Mary before making any decision in order thus to proceed with
greater securityShe it was who, as Mother of the Church and acceding to
the desire of Pope Peter, sent him andhiotthe town of Samaria, with the
object that they complete the mission being accomplished by the disciple
Philip. The two Apostles, accompanied by sonseigies from the Cenacle,

left Jerusalem for the town of Samaria on th&28 June in that year 35
arriving two days later. Once there, after praying for all those who had
received the Sacrament of Baptism, Peter and John administered the
Sacrament of @nfirmation to them by laying the right hand on their heads
and anointing them with Holy Chrism, theeceiving in their souls a greater
fullness of the Holy Ghost or greater operation of the Most Divine Paraclete.

3. At Pope Pet er &amarsaracconyanied by Apodtldh e t o
John and some of the discipl eder Si mo
on seeing that when the Sacrament of Confirmation was administered to the
faithful, Simon himself included, by the two Apostles, great supernatural
signs were wrought. The heart of the perverse magus then became corrupt in
such a manner that, interiprto be merely a Priest like Philip no longer
satisfied him, rat her he aspired to
implied greater supernatural powersanifested with quite extraordinary
prodigies. Simon sought first, with appearance of virtue,imcower the two
Apostles and thus achieve his conceited aspirations. But as Peter, enlightened
by the Holy Ghost, knew of the perverse schemes of that éeartmore
corrupt, he severely admonished Simon Magus so that he might amend; who,
far from so doig, tried to buy Episcopal powers from Peter and John for
himself; for he saw by the miraculous external signs that the Apostles
communicated the Holy Ghoghrough the laying on of their hands.
Accordingly, perverse Simon, offering money to Peter and Jsdud, to
them:An Gi ve me as well the power you ©po
hands upon may r e Bgthizvimpiotshp@podaldSimpn Gh o s |
Magusincurred in that very grievous sin known afterwards in moral theology
as simony, derived from himme. But Pope Peter repliedtohimMay y our
money perish with you, because you have supposed that the gift of God can



be acquired by money. You can hawepart or calling in our Priestly

Ministry, because in the eyes of God your heart is not uprighgeme

therefore, of this wickedness of yours, do penance and pray to God so that

you may be forgiven the evil thoughts of your heart; because | see you

envé oped in gall of bitternebywhichnd bou
last words Pope Peter foodd the ruinous activity that the devious Simon

was to carry out after his apostasy from the Faith, since he was to deploy
against the Church the gall ofshvenom and the hatred of his bitter
resentment; which would occasion his eternal damnation if hre wet

sincerely converted to the Church of Christ. Simon Magus replid&lr ay t o
the Lord for me , so thatiIntnhisrefmadc h mi s
phrase filled with hypocrisy under the guise of humility, can be made out the
perverse Setenapmviotion tlabotiepoffensive plan he was to
undertake against the Church from then on would be the cause of his eternal
damnation if he did not retraict time. Simon Magus was the founder of the

gnostic heresy, mother of all heresies, as it consistse most insulting

disdain for theological and moral truths, employing a bogus science in which

the most perverse errors are gathered up, giving riaaraltitude of sects

for the purpose of subverting the Church of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, in

gnost ci sm the Churchoés authority in her
utterly scorned. This heresy is one of the first and most perverse forms of
sioniinbs activity in its constant perse

figure of Antichrist, was to @& years later in Rome, victim of his own
diabolical arts; since, after procuring that Satan raise him up into the air in
the sight of many, in this way tansulate divine powers and be the object of
adoration by onlookers, he was hurled down from on higlthke demon
himself and died as a result of the fall; a chastisement he received thanks to
the prayers of Apostles Peter and Paul, who were in Rome.

4. On he 18N of July in the year 35, after Pope Peter had celebrated Holy
Mass in the town of Samaria loe¢ the many Christians gathered there, he
and John left for Jerusalem accompanied by some of the disciples he had
brought from the Cenacle, as others h&yed on in Samaria to help the
disciple Philip. The two Apostles, instead of returning by the shbroute,
went back carrying out a most fruitful evangelization in many other places

of the Samaritan regi on, with the ¢
faithful, and arrived at Jerusalem on théWsf July that same year.
Chapter XXVII

In a dream the disciple Philip sees an angel who sends him to preach the Gospel
On the journey, Philip makes a brief stopover ie Ehigail@medituch is
converted by Philip. Pédneahfoynds apos:

1. Very early on the 2 of July in that year 35, before dawn, the disciple
Philip, asleep at his home in the town of Samaria, had a dream in which he



saw an angel who, on the LidArrd & haenlda lg
southwards; ad passing through Jerusalem first, direct your steps to the
town of Gaza, where there Phipdeftato f ai t
once and went to Jerusalemgdan the Cenacle visited the Most Holy Virgin

Mary and also Pope Peter, who had by thetarned from his apostolic

journey, the other eleven Apostles and the other persons there; giving an
account of the apostolate which, by divine command, he wasrioarin

the south of I|Israel6s territorig, and
be taken over by another missionary. The disciple Philip stayed for three

days at the Cenacle, fortifying himself in the company of the Divine Mary,

from whom he reeived wise and prudent counsel; and also informed the

Pope about the mission accomplidrend that which was to be carried out

in the future. Pope Peter, to fill the vacant post in Samaria, conferred the
Presbyterate on Phil i p 6 sib, whera di® n con
immediately sent off to that town with another friar from the Cenacle.

2. Onthe 3d of August, Philip left Jerusalem on his own, heading in a
southerly direction by the route that passes through Bethlehem, Hebron,
Eleutheropolis and so fortthat is, by the same road the Holy Family had
followed on the flight into Egypt. On leang the town of Bethlehem, Philip
met an Ethiopian eunuch, minister of Queen Candice of Ethiopia and
superintendent of all her treasures. The Ethiopian, who was plysica
castrated, was a jewish proselyte who had come to Jerusalem to visit the

jewish temjte; and had remained in the city until tHél 8f August, when he
began his return journey to Ethiopia. During his stay in Jerusalem he had
been i nf or mesdionard Dé&th;rwhishtadused khadim special
interest to become better acquainted v@ibspel Truth, towards which he
already felt interiorly moved. Given the high post he occupied in his country,
he made the journey in an elegant carriage, accompantad grvants, and
went on his way scrutinizing what the prophets had foretold congetimn
Promised Messias.

3. When Priest Philip saw the Ethiop
the disciplein Qui ckl vy, g 0 u pAnd drawihghnear,Iflipar r i ag
heard the eunuch reading aloud the following passage from the Prophet
Isaias, whib saysi He was | ed | i ke a sheep to t
dumb like a lamb before the shearer, and did not open His lips. After being
condemned to death in iniqaus trial, and suffering ignominious
oppression without anyone defending His causewbie raised up on high,
torn from the | and of the |iving, and
Philip then said to the eunuch:Do you by chantoyau under
r e adHe cepliedi How can | understand i f som
t o man@ e besought Philip to come up and sit beside him. The eunuch
then asked Philipi T e | | me , of whom does the pr
of anoPhligthehdpke up and announced tha



fulfilled in Jesus, the Christ of God, whadh offered Himself up as a
Propitiatory Victim dying on a Cross for the salvation of humanity. For a
good part of the way the disciple went on further completing theurea h 6 s
evangelical instruction, until they arrived at a place where there was water,
knonvn t oday as Philipbs Well spring, a
Ethiopian then saidi Her e i s water. |l s being a ¢
recei vi ng PHipgaidtohmAd6f you believe wit
heart you c aiihe Ethopian aeplied:fizie db.edl i eve t hat
Christ i s t Heghersgave ordefs toGtopdthe garriage and both
of them went down to the water, where Philip bagtitee eunuch, giving
him the name John. Philip also baptized all those who formedhheBtp i an 6 s
entourage, as they manifested the desire to become Christians. The form used
by the disciple in the administration of this Sacrament was to pour water
upon tre head of each one, pronouncing the ritual words at the same time.
Once all were baptizk the Holy Ghost rapt Philip up and he was seen no
more by the eunuch, who continued his journey overflowing with joy.

4. Philip suddenly found himself in the townAdotus, from where he went
on to Gaza, spreading the Gospel throughout all that Meaiean area until
he arrived at Caesarea Maritime, city he evangelized as well. John the
eunuch, having arrived back in Ethiopia, accomplished a great apostolate
there,thus preparing the way for the apostolic evangelization that would
come later, during whh this Ethiopian would receive Holy Orders,
obtaining the episcopate included.

5. Like Philip, many of the seventwo missionary disciples did not always
stay in thes ame pl ace; rat her , with Peter
interchange, since with dam frequency they went to Jerusalem to visit the
Most Holy Virgin Mary and the Pope. In one of these visits the missionary
disciple Elpidius, who was one of the Ptge®y order of Peter, stayed behind
at the Apostolic See. To occupy the post left vadan Elpidius in the
missions, Peter ordained Simon of Cyrene, who did not pertain to the official
disciples, and sent him out as a missionary.

Chapter XXVIII
The Apostlesd evangelizing projects.
Nine of the Apostles leave for their corresponding missions

1. In accord with the divine plan, it was imperative that nine of the Apostles
leave to preach the Faith of Christ, in order that testimony be given
throughout the world, and that thehet three fiiil their mission in
Jerusalem. Accordingly, in the Cenacle, under the authority of Pope Peter
and with the most sapient advice of the Divine Mary, the Apostles busied
themselves with these evangelization plans. As it was advisable to allocate
the differant territories in which it would correspond to each Apostle to
preach, at least provisionally, before meeting for this task they prepared



themselves for nine days with prayer, fasting and other special penances, in
accord with the judicious adbe of the Mother of the Church. The day after

the novena ended, that is, on thdM&f August in the year 35, a solemn
ceremony took place in the Cenacle, which began with the celebration of
Holy Mass by Pope Peter, at which the Divine Mary, the otheveel
Apostles and a great part of the disciples and disciplesses residing in the
Jerusalem convents were present. After Holy Mass, all those congregated
there, in union with the Most Holy Virgin Mary, invoked the Divine
Paraclete so that He might manifésts will in that matter. This prayer
ended, an admirable light descended over the Cenacle that enveloped all, and
avoice was heard whichsailL et Peter My Vi car assic
o n ewhereby Christ reaffirmed the supreme dignity of Peter asl ldad
Universal Shepherd of the Church, and thus the other Apostles might better
understand that they were to evangelize the territories assigned to them under
the authority of the Pope. Before their distribution, Peter revealed the secret
mandate receiveflom Christthe day he was constituted Pope, that first he
would have his Cathedra in Jerusalem; later he would transfer it to Antioch
of Syria; and then to Rome. Next Peter assigned the posts of the other
Apostles, in accord with the following distribofi:

2. Jameshe Greater he assigned to Spain, as the Lord Himself had already

manifested to the Apostle personally; the date of his departure wastfhe 20
of August in the year 35. He reminded John that his mission was to take care
of the Most Holy VirginMary, and b accompany Her wherever She went.
He ordered Andrew to evangelize eastern Europe, namely: Ukraine,
Rumania, Hungary, Bulgaria, European Turkey, Yugoslavia, Albania and

finally Greece; for this mission he left the Cenacle on tt¥lp2 Septembr

in the yar 35. He assigned Philip to Asia Minor; the date of his departure
was the 18 of September in the year 35. He assigned Bartholomew to Persia
and Armenia; who set off on his journey on th&taf September in the year

35. He assigned Matthetw Ethiopia;the date of his departure was thé6

of September in the year 35. He destined Thomas to India; the date for his

leaving was the 29 of September in the year 35. He left James the Less in
Jerusalem as Bishop of that diocese, Pope Peter Baingrch dthe city.
To Thaddeus he entrusted the evangelization of southern Mesopotamia,

today Iraq; his departure from the Cenacle was on tHeadfBeptember in

the year 35. He assigned Simon to Egypt; he left on tHé&September
in the year 35To Matthia he entrusted the evangelization of what today is
Saudi Arabia, along with other neighbouring localities; the date of his

leaving was the 4B of September in the year 35.
3. Peter, moreover, disposed that each of the mentioned missionary
Apodles be acampanied by several disciples; who were not of the number



of the seventywo official ones, with the exception of Elpidius and the seven
apostolic men who accompanied James the Greater.

4. When Pope Peter finished speaking, the Holy Ghost nséedfélimself
to them by means of a singularly resplendent lightning flash and a mighty
clap of thunder, and 6heitstéadashvackaow
his assignment without atavmoh thé \@arsous. | s |
Apostles, prostita on the gnund, gave their unanimous acceptance. By this
submission to the Divine Will they were very specially fortified for the
difficult mission commended, which would be full of dangers, toils and
hardships; though they would not lack special chagisBefore tle nine
Apostles designated to set out on their respective missions departed, they
again visited the places sanctified by the Passion and Death of the Lord, and
then took their leave of His Most Holy Mother, receiving Her counsel and
blessing. ce the nineApostles sent out to evangelize had left for their
respective missions on the aforementioned dates, Pope Peter, accompanied
by Apostle John, busied himself with visiting the Christian communities of
Israel and neighbouring regions, to fortifem in the~aith. On the occasion
of this visit Peter consecrated many Priest disciples Bishops, and also
conferred the Presbyterate on many Deacon disciples. Both groups pertained
to the number of the seventyo official disciples. While each of the
Apostles sent at to evangelize had the location of his mission assigned to
him, in practice their apostolate was not restricted to the distribution made
by Peter, since they widened their field of operations in keeping with
available opportunities and accord to the nspirations they received from
God.

Chapter XXIX
James the Greaterdos apostolic

1. On the 2t of August in the year 35, James the Greater, accompanied
by Hpidius and the seven apostolic men, left the Cenacle of Jerusalem and
headed for the port of Jaffa, beside preskayt TetAviv, making use of the
journey to preach the Gospel in that partssél. They then boarded ship in

Jaffa on the # of Septembethat same year, bound for Spain; and once off
the southern coast of this nation, they sailed up the river Betis, now the
Guadalquivir, until they arrived at the fluvial port of Hispalis, nowilte

on the 1 of October that same year, and began teapthe seed of the

Gospel throughout the city. During his sojourn in Seville, James the Greater

was visited several times by the Divine Mary, Queen of the Apostles, She all

the while remainingn the Cenacle of Jerusalem. The first to be converted in

Sevi | e by the Apostleds preaching was
workshop between the localities of Puebla and Coria del Rio. He was
baptized receiving the name of Pius. Apostle James that&sreafter

converting Pius, in Seville also converted: Sesemho was from Utrera,



Seville; then Fermin, a native of Pamplona, Navarre; and next Theodore,
born in Padron, Corufia. These four converts and the eight disciples come
with him from Jerusalemcaompanied James the Greater on his journey
throughout SpainThe second city he visited was Cordoba. Next he went to
Granada, where the Apostle had to bear serious persecution from the jewish
communities living there; but in these sufferings was condmyfeal visit to

him from the Most Holy Virgin Mary on the"® of January in the year 36,

in that part of the city known today as Sacromonte, where She miraculously
left the mark of Her purest footprint. At this apparition spot James the
Greater consecrateddBop the eight disciples who had come with him from
Jerusalemand conferred the Diaconate, Presbyterate and Episcopate on the
four he had converted in Seville.

2. Apostle James the Greater, in his evangelical labour, travelled the greater
part of the Ibaan Peninsula, formed by Spain and Portugal, and was often
encouraged by further apparitions of the Most Holy Virgin Mary. It was in
Zaragoza, however, where the Queen of Heaven manifested Herself with

greater solemnity to the Apostle, when She appeardiht on the 2d of
January in the year 40, accompanied bgpst bf angels who brought a small
image of the Virgin Mary sculptured by the disciple Luke, on top of part of
the column of Our Lordoés Scourging.
James the Geder in his trials owing to difficulties in the apostolatet, &lso
ordered him to erect a Temple in Her honour on the banks of the Ebro; and,
furthermore, made him the great promise that in Spain the Faith of Christ
would triumph and endure forever. Teo st Hol y Vi rgin Mary
in Zaragoza to Apostle Jas¢he Greater took place upon the ruins of a
pagan temple dedicated to Minerva, idol of wisdom. The twelve who
accompanied the Apostle were present at this apparition. In Zaragoza, after
the Vigi nds apparition, James t hps Great
accompanying him to their respective dioceses: Elpidius, to Toledo;
Abenadar Ctesiphon, to Vergi, Almeria; Torquatus, to Guadix, Granada;
Secundus, to Avila; Indaletius, to Pechina, Alme@zcil, to Granada;
Esiquius, to Cadiz; Euphrasius, to Andujdaén; Pius, to Seville; Severus,
to Utrera, Seville; Fermin, to Pamplona, Navarre; and Theodore, to Padron,
Coruia. Pius, who had seen the image of the Virgin of the Pillar brought by
the anged to Zaragoza on top of the column, made a replica of itvill&e
proclaiming Her Patroness of the city, and in Her honour built a chapel,
which was the first cathedral in Seville.

3. I n these Last Times, the Most Hol
James the Greater, that the Faith of Christ would enduredonespain, is
being fulfilled in the Sacred Place of El Palmar de Troya, See of the true
Church: One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and Palmarian, which was ruled by
Pope Saint Gregory XVII the W Great, following his death by Pope Saint
Peter Il the Greatand at the present by the Pope happily reigning. This is



proof of the most singular predilection the Most High still has for Spain,
since from El Palmar He continues to sustain the Faithesetbhaotic times
of universal apostasy. Mark how in El Palndi& Troya, divine providence

prepared the unshakeable Column of the Lentisco, where the Sacred Face of

Jesus and the Image of Our Crowned Mother of Palmar preside, as bulwark
of the Catholic Fah, in the face of the spiritual ruin of the Pillar of Zaraaoz
now converted into an instrument

of
heresies. Hence as far as these Last Times are concerned, the Most Holy

Virgin Maryos pr omi s eristullilleddmptitesSactece J a me

Place of El Palmar de Troya.

Book Il
From the conversion of Saul to the translation of the Apostolic See to
Rome

Chapter |
Birth and upbringing of Saul of Tarsus, aftette/&aisl Ap

1. Saul, from the tribe of Benjamin, was born in the year 4 in the town of
Tarsus, Cilicia, in the south of preseat#ty Turkey. His parents, natives of
Galilee, bought Romanitzenship while living for a time in Rome, and
afterwards moved to Tarsus of [Cia. After preparatory studies in his native
town, Saul, when fifteen years old, was taken to Jerusalem by his father to
complete his education in the Law, becoming a stug#nthe most
prestigious school at that time, directed by the sanhedritic Gantdiel,
after spending nine years in Jerusalem, in the year 28 at the age of twenty
four, now with the title of rabbi, left the city and set out for Tarsus. It
happened thain the way he fell heavily from his horse, seriously injuring
his legs; so thaiol six years his physical activity in the town of Tarsus was
drastically curtailed and restricted to life at home. Saul, who was very short
of stature, became somewhat batelyged as a result of the fall, and always
suffered from poor health.

2. The learad Saul, whose training in judaism would have gained him high
office in the synagogues and prestigious fame in the then academic town of
Tarsus, and including membership ok tsanhedrin, at home dedicated
himself during the time of his disablement to teag the Law of Moses to
the youth of the town, alternating this work with the trade ofteaker, with
which he was familiar. In this way God preserved Saul from contammati
by the corruption, hypocrisy and perfidy of those perverse levitical hierarchs
which might have led him to fall into the same irreparable obstinacy as them.
Saul did not know Jesus personally during His life on earth. In Tarsus,
however, he did receive o me wh a t vague news of
miracles during His Public Life, withut giving it all much importance,
considering Him to be yet another sectarian who would fall of his own
accord.



3. By the year 34 Saul had almost completely recovered fremltisical
malady which had prevented all normal activity. Though on medicatadvi
he should not yet have gone to Jerusalem, he did so in November of the year
34, availing himself of the feast of the dedication of the temple, as he was
deeply concerned bthe alarming news reaching Tarsus concerning the
Death of Christ, His Resurrecti and the Pentecost over the Apostles, with
the resulting progress of Christianity, considered by Saul as implacable
enemy of the Law of Moses, given his fanatical adheremgedaism. That
is why Saul, till his conversion, had a completely erroneous adeChrist.
Furthermore, as he was fully convinced that the truth was in judaism, he
persecuted Christians deeming them t
believingthatheseevd God t hereby. Saul was 1inc
Faith out of ignorance whing though not insincere, could however have been
overcome were it not for his fanaticism, recklessness and indiscreet zeal;
hence in this sense his ignorance was in part blamby and the cause of
his fighting against the Church of Christ until his caisi@n took place.

Chapter I
Satan instigates pontiffs Caiphas and Annas to do away with the Divine Mary. The
to execute their dreadful crime thcdbail as a dream about the mystery of
Calvary, and desists from the mlamstrous
Saul, to escape Caiphasds and Annasad:
leave for Damascus

1. Caiphas and Annas, exceedingly alarmed at the spreadisti&fity in
Jerusalem and other places, realized that all came about through the
intervention of the Mother of Jesus. Although the two pontiffs did not even
attemptto lay th i r Il ni qui tous hands on the D
Passion, this was because satanic fury of both was chiefly focused on
Jesus, the Son of God; thinking that once He was dead His followers would
disperse and His work thus be destroyed. Hence weitwo iniquitous
pontiffs Caiphas and Annas saw that Christians multiplied rmndemore
after Christods death, they now focus:
Holy, judging that Christianity continued to make ever greater progress
owing to Her intevention. Yet despite all this, out of mysterious and
irresistible dread, they digbt dare to proceed directly against the Mother of
Jesus. Accordingly, instigated by Satan, they turned to Saul; as they hoped
that he, with his fanaticism and intrepiditypud have no scrue in doing
away with Her whom Christians acknowledged as Miogimel in Whom they
felt inordinately fortified and secure. Saul, despite his natural impetus and
resolve, bridled his first impulses in order to consider the matter with the
required prudence. While on the one hand he thought that by doing away
with the Maher of Jesus the work of Christianity would be utterly undone,



on the other interiorly he felt something quite strange that held him back
from such a crime.

2. So it came ahd that in December of the year 35, the nine Apostles
having by then left to preh the Gospel throughout the world, Saul, deeply
concerned at the sanhedrinds pervers
Mary, had a dream one night of the mystery of Calirakyhich, to the right
of a Man ignominiously crucified and dead, he saw HiSctéd Mother,
wholly absorbed by the toils and suf
Saul She seemed an august woman worthy of veneration. The contemplation
of that probundly dolorous and at the same time patiently serene Woman so
impressed Saul thde went as far as to feel compassion for Her sufferings
and afflictions, which seemed very intense to him; and so he completely
desi sted from exec uagainstthe wothg Ladyanhedr i r

3. Saul, to free himself from the pressure that theolsgies Caiphas and
Annas continually brought to bear upon him to do away with the Most Holy
Virgin Mary, resolved to abandon Jerusalem as soon as possible and continue
his furious persecution of Christians elsewhere. This was his chief reason for
going b Damascus, where on the way he would attain conversion by Christ
appearing to him at the request of His Divine Mother. Hence the compassion
he had for the Most Holy Virgin Mg was to obtain for Saul the mercy of
Her Divine Son.

Chapter Il
The Divine Mary pleads before C

On the 22d of January in the year 36, ihe &rusalem Cenacle, the Most
Holy Virgin Mary besought Saul s con:
in order that the terrible persecution of Christians in the city might thus
diminish as well; since throughout the year they had lived under the threats
and persecutions of the sanhedrin, whose executive instrument was Saul.
Whereupon the Lord answered H&rMy Mot her , how can M
satisfied and be inclined to mercy, and | thus use My clemency with Saul,
when he deserves My just indignation ahdstiement for his incredulity
and bad conduct, heartening My enemies so as to destroy My Church and
efface My Namel hr omeskewwodkd€bri st r
obstinate attitude, since despite the supernatural signs he had received in the
dream he persisted in his contumacious incredulity and in his infernal raging
against the Church. The Most Holy Virgin Mary, however, as solicitous
Advocatrix of sinners, appealed before the very same tribunal of the ever
Just Onlybegotten of God, invalg inf avour of Saul 6s <co
infinite sufferings Her Divine Son had endured on Calvary and Her own at
the foot of the Cross. At this interc
became so inflamed within Her that it would have sufficed tesameHer
natural life had the Lord Himself not preserved it by His divine virtue. As



Her Son was unable to resist the force of the tender love that wounded His
Mot her 6s | mmacul ate Heart, He consol
Her pleas, with these word$ M Wother, elect among all creatures, let Your

desire be accomplished without delay: | will do for Saul all You ask, giving

him a very special grace; and if he responds to it, | will further mould his

soul so that he may become a great defender of MycGhwhich he now
persecutes, and a tireless preacher of My glory and My Name. | shall
endeavour to reduce hi nTlhismostMeautifulr i e n d s
and mysterious colloquy between the benevolent Jesus and His solicitous
Mother took place onhe vey day Saul left the palace of the perfidious

pontiffs and set out for Damascus.

Chapter IV
Saul 6s conversion

1. Though Saul of Tarsus had resolved to leave Jerusalem to avoid
committing himself to making aattempton the life of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, not on that account had he desisted from his implacable persecution
of the Christians. Thus Saul, uttering threats and death against the Lord

Jesuso foll ower s, presented MMofmsel f
January in that year 36, requesting papers from supreme pontiff Caiphas that
would accredit him before the authorities of the jewish synagogues in
Damascus; so that in that city they might request of King Aretas permission
t o per secutwers @deranddbting Backfprsbnkerdo Jerusalem
all those men and women who professed Christianity, to be punished.

2. After receiving full powers from the sanhedrin, Saul left Jerusalem that
same day with a group of collaborators, heading for Damasaus. i\

happened that on Friday the Y5f January in the year 36, when Saul, on

his way to Damascus, passed through the vicinity of the village of El Kockab,
situated some twelve kilometres from the city of Damascus, at 12 noon he

was surprised by a resaling clgp of thunder, and lightning, and in the

heavens saw a great light which surpassed the brightness of the sun, and
which suddenly enveloped him and his companions, causing them and their
horses as well such terror that they were all thrown to thengtdAtthe very

moment the intrepid and perfidious persecutor found himself prone on the
ground, he heard a voice that said to him in the Hebraic Aramaic language:
ASaul , Saul , why d®aul,yaising hisenead mmchet e Mé
direction of the voie, saw aly the heavenly light; and askddWh o ar e y o u
L o r dT@em Christ showed Himself to him visibly with majesty and glory,
answering him at the same time:| am Jesus the Nazar e
persecute. Difficult it is for you to withstand the mightMy pav e r Byo

these last words Jesus gave Saul to understand that his intention to destroy

the Church was useless, as she is imperishable; that He offered him sufficient
grace to know the truth of the Gospel, so that he might respond by sincere



converson; which was dependent on his own free acceptance or rejection of
grace; and that he was called to a lofty mission in the Church he so
persecuted, vocation which he should accept, since his eternal salvation
depended upon it.

3. Christods soodeeffy penet rSamtud ds heart
accepted the grace offered him, firmly believing that Jesus was the
Onlybegotten of God, thus passing from infidel to believer. Consequently,
through an act of perfect contrition for his sins, inwardly he implpardon
for them; and the Lord pardoned him, at once conferring upon him
Sanctifying Grace by virtue of the re
Blood; he therefore received all that the Sacrament of Baptism imparts,
except for the common juridicakspousk or baptismal character, of divine
right, indissoluble and eternal. Right then Saul was absorbed in beatific
vision, and penetrated by many of the divine mysteries. This vision of the
Trinitary Essence lasted for three seconds; though, wherhdohisSal
continued to see Jesus in His majestic apparition. Saul, trembling and terror
stricken,saidtoHimMmi Lor d, what woulAlt Y®aiu lhGs es wn
and generous response, the khrehrted Master revealed the mystery of his
vocation in the Carch moe explicitly to him, sayingh St and up, and
as a new man in the service of My Church; for | have appeared so as to draw
you out of the apostasy of the jewish people, preserve you from the paganism
of the gentiles, appoint you as My Ministand to [ witness to the things
you have seen and to those | will show you in My future apparitions. | send
you now to those of the Jewish people and to those of the Gentile people, so
that you may open their eyes to the true Faith, in order that theyriveded
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God; and thus receive
pardon for their sins and inheritance among the saints through the Faith
whi ch i sAs Baul lisdkeed to these words still prostrate upon the
ground, when the Lordad finshed saying this, He saidtohimAr i se, ent ¢
the city of Damascus, and theSad you
understood by this that he was to place himself in the hands of the Ministers
of Christds Chur c h Sunddutaority.jChristthenh i ms e |
disappeared.

4. Saul 6s companions on that journey
in astonishment the dazzling brightness enveloping them, neither saw Jesus
nor heard His voice; but twhaetChsli d hee
was saying; and only in this way did they all hear the dialogue between the
two. At 12.15 pm Saul rose from the ground, and though his eyes were open
he saw nothing, having become miraculously blind owing to the mysterious
force of the heavenlyght. His companions took him by the hand, mounted
him upon his horse and guided him to Damascus. Once in the city they
brought him into the house of an acquaintance of his named Judas, who had
a hostel on Straight Street. Saul stayed there for threewd#lyou seeing



anything, and neither ate nor drank, absorbed in profound reflection, loftiest
prayer and repentance for his sins. In his penitential seclusion Saul was
overwhelmed by his own vileness, feeling himself so unworthy of such a
towering Graceaeceivedby the infinite mercy of God, that his distress at
having persecuted Our Lord Jesus Christ would, including, have put an end
to his life had he not been exceedingly comforted by the Divine Mary. She,
with this aim, became visible to the afflictednvertto console him in his

dark night and assure him that Her Divine Son and She too had pardoned
him. The Sweetest Lady, moreover, promised him Her maternal protection
in the apostolic mission he was to accomplish, mission which Saul felt
powerless t@arry ou in view of his own human frailty.

5. Saul, at the moment of his conversion on the road to Damascus,
acknowledged that this Grace had come to him partly through the prayer
Stephen had made for him at his martyrdom, but above all through the
intercession 6 Mary Most Holy who, by virtue of Her prayers, had brought
forward that happy moment. Henceforth Saul, grateful for Her motherly
concern, was filled with tender affection and veneration for the great Queen
of Heaven.

6. For his conversion on thead to Camascus, Saul was given none other
than sufficient grace in the required degree; which he freely and sovereignly
accepted. While it is true that the sufficient grace given to Saul was
accompanied by portentous signs, this was because he needkedsall
manifestations in order that, freely and voluntarily, he might be converted
and accept the divine plans relating to him; without his free will being
hampered in the slightest on that account; nor was grace so compelling that
he had perforce to acceminvers on. So t hen, Saul 6s acoc
to Damascus, of Godbos wil |l I mpl i ed i
involved preaching in favour of Christianity, openly confronting the
sanhedrin and its partisans, swallowing his personal pasieg hs prestige
before the jews as likewise undergoing persecution from them, and many
other hardships.

Chapter V
Saul receives the Sacrament of Baptism and the Sacrament of Confirmation
Paul stays with Ananias for three months ksteachgngshand further
strengthening himself
1. In the city of Damascusas to be found Bishop Ananias, one of the

seventytwo official disciples of the Lord, who had been destined there to
shephed the Christian faithful of that mission. Ananias was a just and
upright man in accordance with the Law of God and the Gospel, gHri
testified by his virtues, acknowledged not only by Christians but even by the

jews themselves. It happened that, on28l€ of January in that year 36, the
Lord Jesus said to him in a visiogm:A n a n ana bedrepliedi Her e | a m,



Lor desdstolhim:iRi se up and go to the stre
the house of Judas seek out a man from Tarsus called Saul, whw &t
p r ay eSaul, while praying in the hostel on Straight Street, in vision
contemplated in advance Ananias coming to seek dut and laying his
hands upon him so that he might recover his sight; since in his prayer Saul
also asked to be freed franfindness as soon as possible in order to labour
in the cause of Christ. Ananias replied to Jefuk:o r d , I have hea
say thd this man has done great harm to the Christians of Jerusalem, and
that he has come here with powers from the members chtiteedrin to
sei ze those whoButthelorksaidtyromi GoN& me wher e
Saul is, as he who was previously My peusacis now an instrument chosen
by Me to bear My Name and announce it to those of the jewish people and
to those of many o#hn nations. | will make him see how many trials he shall
have to undergo for My Name. o

2. Once the Lord had dispelled his fearsaAias set off, entering the hostel
where Saul, known to all as a fanatical persecutor of Christians, was lodged.
Ananias, plaing his hands upon the eyes of the convert, toldhig:a ul , my
brother, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by wiictame
to Damascus, has sent me so that you may recover your sight and be further
strengt hened bandibhstnty a kira lofycal&sHedl fsotn the
eyes of Saul, who fully recovered his sight. Ananias then said toihimh e
God of our fatherg®\braham, Isaac and Jacob, chose you so that you might
know His Will, see the Righteous One, hear the voice of His moutheand
Hi s witness before men of tAmaast hi ngs
after announcing to Saul the mission he was to accempii the Church,
exhorted him to prepare himself duly for it, sayingAnd now make h:
Receive the SacryfarnBau,tat tleef monBeatpot hiss mo
conversion, had not received the common juridical espousal or character of
Baptism, which can onlige received in this life through the reception of the
Sacrament of Baptism.

3. That day, Monday the ¥Bof January in the gar 36, Saul, expressly
desiring to abjure his errors and gi v
doctrine, asked Bishop Anas for the rite of the Sacrament of Baptism to
be performed in the sight of the people of Damascus. Therefore they went to
acanal of the river Barada, where not only was Saul baptized receiving the
name Paul, but so too were all those present at the mafi@s conversion
on the road to Damascus. Then Ananias administered the Sacrament of
Confirmation to Paul, who receivedgeeater fullness of the Holy Ghost, or
greater operation of the Most Divine Paraclete, as well as certain
extraordinary charisms;nd also confirmed those who accompanied him.
After Ananias had administered the Sacraments of Baptism and
Confirmation to Paluand his escort, all went to the chapel the Missionary
Bishop had in Damascus, where he celebrated Holy Mass and administered



Holy Communion to the neophytes. Paul felt spiritually comforted by this
supernatural nourishment; and since he had been thysenithout eating

or drinking, then took some food, feeling physically restored. Following his
Baptism, Paul stayed a little ovdrt ee mont hs i n Damascu
side, listening to his teachings and strengthening himself with the
Sacraments and thegd example of the other Christians in that city. The

Most Holy Virgin Mary had informed Pope Peter of the happy event of

P a u | nversion the very day it took place.

Chapter VI
Paul withdr aws i aaveanMouhteéloret. €lsrigt impressesfha stigmata d
His Passion on Paul

1. On the 3t of April in the year 36, while heimg Holy Mass celebrated
by Bishop Ananias, Paul was interiorly prompted by the Holy Ghost to
withdraw into the desert for a time, aneité in solitude prepare himself for
his future apostolate. Paul made this known to Ananias, asking him to
communicatdo Peter that after his stay in the desert was finished he would
as soon as possible go and prostrate himself at his feet. Paul, afteingec
Bi shop Ananiasdéds blessing and respect
on horseback bound for the deserfodbia Petrea, entering Israel and then
following the route along the east bank of the river Jordan, to the place where
Christ was bapted. From there, along the east side of the Dead Sea, he made
his way to the Sinai peninsula, afterwards heading fouriddoreb, or
Mount Sinai or Mount of Ananias, where God had appeared to Moses. Once

he had arrived at this sacred place on tH8 @7Jwune in the same year 36,

he made his abode in the same cave where God had appeared to Moses and
later on to Elias. Dung his threeyear stay in the desert, Paul lived in the
most complete austerity, given up to prayer, penance and fasting. At the same
time as he purified himself in this way of the sins of his past life, his union
with Christ became ever more intimate,al@ag high degrees of mysticism.

In the desert Paul was amply instructed in the truths of Faith by the Most
Divine Master in many of Hisgparitions to him, and by the enlightenment

of the Holy Ghost the Paraclete. As he had no Priest within reach, wemy of
Christ Himself nourished him with the Holy Euchatrist.

2.0nthe28of March in the year 37, third
while Paul was on Mount Horeb, the Lord Jesus nailed to the Cross appeared
to him; and as the convert manifested his medtement desire to live
crucified together with his Divine Master, Christ made him partaker of His
Most Sacred Wounds through mysterioags which wounded, among other
parts of Paul 6s body, his right si de
permanentlyand invisibly stigmatized, and ever bore the stigmata of the
Lord Jesus in his body. On different occasions the Most Holy Virgin Mary
also became visible to Paul in the Sinai desert, to comfort him in his



austerities with the sweet balm of Her Divine Matsf, at the same time
indoctrinating him on the mysteries of Christ, Herself and the Church.
Though Paul acquired great doctrinal wisdahanks to the heavenly
teaching, nevertheless, some mysteries were not revealed to him directly by
Christ and Mary, sthat he might learn them at the proper time from Peter
himself who, as Head of the Church and Vicar of Jesus Christ, was the sole
bearerof papal Infallibility, guarantee to the veracity of every doctrine. By
divine revelation, during his stay in the desBaul also learnt the burial site

of the bodies of the three Holy Magi Kings, Melchor, Gaspar and Balthassar,
who, after abdicating tlrerespective thrones, had lived in seclusion on
Mount Horeb until their deaths in the year 35.

Chapter Vi
Peterds apostolic journey. Peter mir
Peter brings Tabitha back to life
1. With Paul ds conversion the sanhed

placated for a while, unable now to count on that dasstbersecutor as the
principal instrument he had been in those bloody doings on behalf of the
jewish church or synagme of Satan. Hence the Church of Christ then
enjoyed peace in the regions of Judea, Samaria and Galilee, spreading in the
fear of the Lod under the solace of the Holy Ghost. Pope Peter took
advantage of this period of tranquillity for his apostolic visimany of the
Christian communities in the territory of Israel. This papal journey began on

the 18h of May in the year 36, that is, tiay after the second anniversary
of the apotheosic Pentecost upon the Cenacle. During this apostolic journey,
which he made accompanied by some of the disciples from the Cenacle
community, Peter did not lose contact with the Holy See in Jerusalem,
returnng with certain frequency, and resuming his journey shortly
afterwards.

2. Among the many Christian communitiesirlg | 6 s terri t ory,
visited the faithful residing in Lydda, now Lod, situated between Jerusalem
and Jaffa. Here he encounterecda hamed Eneas, a simple man, paralysed
in bed for eight years. Eneas made known his desire to hear Peter preach;
who spoke to him of Jesus, His doctrine and the Church He had founded. To
further facilitate the cftkugsghHekosdds conv
Jesus Christ cures you. REnesasatanpe and

rose up cured. By this mirachhich took place on the #6of March in the

year 37, Eneas became fully convinced of the Faith of Christ; hence Peter,
yielding to hisdesires, administered the Sacrament of Baptism to him. Many

of the townds Jewish and Gentile 1 nh
Mediterraneanagion of Sharon, were converted to the Lord Jesus on hearing

about this miracle.



3. Another of the towns vited by Pope Peter was Joppe or Jaffa, where
there was another Christian community as well, with its corresponding
chapel or cenacle. In Joppe theras a discipless of Mary who had been a
nun at the Cenacle convent in Jerusalem, and who had later bédn sen
Joppe by the Virgin Mary to found and direct a religious community of
Carmelite nuns. This nun, called Tabitha, meafiing a z ewas regarded
as very virtuous because of her good deeds and almsgiving. It chanced that
while Peter was in Lydda shelfdl and died, and after her body had been
washed and shrouded it was placed in the convent chapel. As Lydda was
close by Joppe, the men religicafgshe Joppe community, hearing that Peter
was in Lydda, sent two tertiary faithful there with thispetitiotDo not del a
i n ¢ o mi nPgtertrising ups weat with them to Joppe, where they led
him to the convent of Carmelite nuns, in whose chapebTi t hads body
and beside her a good number of widows weeping over her death; who
showed Peter the tusi@nd clothing she had made for them, imploring him
to bring their benefactress back to life, since they were poor and Tabitha
succoured them. Petarade everyone leave and, falling to his knees, prayed;
then, facing the corpse, he safdlT a b i t h a At omee, opsnind er
eyes and seeing Peter, she sat upright. He, giving her his hand, helped her to
her feet and gave her back alive to the twi@ieus communities and the
other faithful, among whom were the widows. This miracle, which occurred

on the22nd of April in that year 37, became public knowledge throughout

the town of Joppe, so that many of the inhabitants, Jews and Gentiles,
believed inthe Lord Jesus and were baptized. Peter stayed many days in
Joppe, living at the house of a tanner namedo&i Though there was a
missionary disciple in the town, Peter and those accompanying him
nonetheless lodged at the home of Simon, one of the idijula as there

was insufficient room in the friars?o

Chapter VIl
Centurionri&dius sends for Apostle Peter. In the town of Joppe Pope Peter has tl
symbolical vision of unclean animals

1. At that time inthe city of Caesarea Maritime lived the Centurion
Cornelius, who had previously resided in the town of Capharnaum and
whose servant had been mirkmsly cured of an illness by Christ.
Cornelius, a Gentile, had been baptized by Christ in Capharnaumdpngeth
with all his household. Deeply religious and Gedring, he gave abundant
alms to the people and prayed to God unceasingly. Cornelius wasaentur
of a cohort of soldiers from Italica, his birthplace, town situated close to
Seville, Spain.

2. As Cornéus saw the tendency of many Jews now Christians against
evangelizing the Gentil es, and 1 n v
centurion vehemently implored God that the difficulties hindering the



universal preaching of the Gospel might ced¥hile he was at prayer, at

around the hour of none, Christ appeared to him. Cornelius, gazing upon Him
awestricken, saidi What do vy ou wChHrist regidd torhien; Lord
ACornelius, your prayers and al msgi vi
God the Fathe and have been taken into account. Now then, send someone

to Joppe to seek out Apostle Peter, who is lodging at the home of Simon the
tanner, which is by the sea. He will tell you the things necessary for the
salvation of t hWhenQGlenlardi departedy €arneliue . 0
summoned two servants of his and a soldier under his ordersie@iily

men, and after having confided everything to them sent them off to Joppe in
search of Peter.

3. The next day, 1B of May in the year 37, while Coenl i u sséngersme s
were on their way and nearing the town of Joppe, Peter, at about the hour of
sext, went up to the top of the house to pray; and feeling hungry wished to
eat. While they prepared him a meal he was rapt up in ecstasy, in which he
saw heawve thrown on, and something like a great tablecloth, held up by
the four corners, was lowered from heaven to earth. In it there were all kinds
of animals declared unclean by the Law of Moses. He heard the voice of
Christ telling him:i Pet er , a@ard dPgéersadliHdw can | d
t hat , Lor d, since | have nevdhe eat en
same voice replied to himi Wh a t God has purified vy
uncl eBhis was repeated three times, and then the cloth rose up to
heave again.

4. While Peter was wondering to himself what the vision he had just
received might mean, the messengers sent by Cornelius arrived at the door

of Simon the tannerd6s house; and knoc
He, still meditating onthe i s i oamidgsrecenaed the following message
from the Holy Ghost, who saidto hii:See, down bel ow ar e

are looking for you. Arise, go down and leave with them without the slightest

mi sgi ving, bec auPeterwéntdovenmesaidsidghatihireet h e m. 0
messengersil| am t he one you seek. What is
They answered himi Cent ur i on Cornel i ufesafng a ri g|
man, esteemed and considered as such including by many Jews, received an
order from the Lod that we ome here and seek you out, and take you to his
home so that he can | i st efdhenReterwhat vy
bidding them enter, | odged them wit
prayers, the Lord gave Pope Peter to understand moréy dlest His Most

Precious Blood had been shed on the Cross not only for the Jews, but for the
Gentiles as well; which He first demonstrated with the previous symbolical

vision in which He had ordered him to kill and eat animals declared unclean

by the Law the meamg of which was connected with the labour Peter was

to realize in Centurion Corneliusds F



Chapter IX

Pentecost in Corneliusdds home wupo
Pope Peter officially decrees trmatoargfe¢he Gentile world
1. The day after Corneliusds emissar

Pope Pter, together with the disciples accompanying him on the apostolic

journey, left for Caesarea Maritime, arriving at this city on th& 5 the

same month and year. Centurion Cornelius, knowing that Peter was on the
way, gathered all the Christians comenh gentiledom of that zone into his

home and eagerly awaited the Popebs a
house, the Centurion went otd receive him, and prostrating himself,
reverenced him by kissing his feet as a sign of deference to his papal
authority. Then Peter entered the house and said to the Christians assembled
thereA You are quite aware t hatstiahssovi ng f
Gentile origin is frowned upon by Christians of Jewish origin. The Lord

Jesus has shown me, howeveatiHe came to save equally both the Gentile

and the Jewish peoples. Now | ask you, for what reason have you called

me ? ®o which Cornelius igied:A Four days ago | was
house at the hour of none, when of a sudden Our Lord Jesus Christeghpea
to me and said: o6Cornelius, your pr ay

the presence of God the Father, and have been taken into acslounthen,

send someone to Joppe to seek out Apostle Peter, who is lodging at the home

of Simon the tanner, whids by the sea. He will tell you the things necessary

for the salvation of the Gentile peo
you have ganted me the grace of coming. We are in your presence to hear

all that the Lord may have told you to tell us fiwe salvation of the

Ge nt i ThensPope Peter spoke in this manfieff r ul y | have ¢
recognize that in God there is no acceptance exs@ns; rather, in any

nation, whoever fears Him and lives uprightly, merits His favour. He sent

His word to thechildren of Israel through Our Lord God Jesus Christ, to
announce true peace to them. You know that following the baptism preached

by John, theKingdom of God was announced by Jesus in all Israel,
beginning from Galilee; and that God anointed this JesuSlas with the

fullness of the Holy Ghost at the beginning of the world, inundating Him with

His divine virtue. You also know that He did goddkevever He went, and

among His numerous miracles, cured many who were under the oppression

of the devil, becauses well as true Man, He is true God. We are witnesses,

as too are some of you, of all the th
the city of Jerusalem, where, nevertheless, as you well know, they took His

life, hanging Him from a Cross. And that Hbg, His divine virtue, rose from

the dead on the third day, and once risen, let Himself be seen by all His
Apostles, disciples and pious wom#rgt He celebrated Holy Mass as well

in our presence, and many of us including ate with Him. Jesus, as you know,
ordered us to preach the Gospel He had taught and give testimony to every



creature that He has been constituted Judge of the living and dtelye
God the Father. All the Prophets give testimony to Him, saying that as many
as believe in His Name andrepé of t heir sins, wil/ r

2. Peter was still speaking when the Holy Ghost descended upon his
listeners, the Paraclete magsting Himself visibly by way of tongues of fire
that appeared on the heads of all present there, and by atgi@us signs.

The disciples who came with Peter were astonished to see the Grace of the
Holy Ghost poured out as well upon the Christianse@mmm the Gentiles,

since they heard them speak in various languages and publish the greatness
of God. In view d this transcendent event, Peter exclainfedVh o can de n\
that baptismal water also be poured out upon all those of the Gentile people
who accet the Gospel teachings? For while it is true that the Holy Ghost
manifested Himself visibly in the Cenacle, bmtime as to others of Jewish
origin, now He has manifested Himself visibly to those gathered here of
Genti |l e or iBgthese wardsPopesHeter.reberred to the urgent
need for the evangelization of the Gentiles, infallibly affirming that theesam
Grace of the Sacrament of Confirmation received by the Apostles and many
others in the Cenacle of Jerusalem at the Pentecost of the Christian
Jewish origin, was also received by Cornelius and those with him at the
Pentecost of the Christians of Gémbrigin, occurring in his own home.

3. On this visit, Pope Peter conferred the Diaconate, Presbyterate and
Episcopate on Cornelius, a widoweand, furthermore, conferred the
Diaconate and Presbyterate on other baptized men who were with him. In
this way Centurion Cornelius became the first representative of the
Episcopate chosen from among Christians come from gentiledom, with his
See in Caesaa Maritime. After these ceremonies, Pope Peter ordered that
from then on all those of Gentile origin who acegpthe true Faith be
baptized in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
With this command, moved by burning zeal, PopteiPpromulgated the
Apostolic Law on the Evangelization of the Gentiles, charging Bishop
Cornelius and the new iests to dedicate themselves fully to this important
mission; and they, that very day, baptized several Gentiles who manifested
their faith inJesus Christ and who had come to the house on learning of
Peterds presence and of costhlee officalo di gy
evangelization of the Gentile world, then, began as from the Pentecost upon

the Christians of Gentile origin occurring oreth3h of May in the year 37

in Corneliusds home, that 1|1 s, t hree
Peter viged many other Christian communities during this apostolic
journey, with the consequent expansion of the Church; he visited as well the
homesof many Gentiles, eating and living together with them, thereby
achieving abundant fruits of conversion.



ChapterX
Sundry reactions of those in the Cenacle of Jerusalem
on receiving the news ofGeftieorigin s ap

1. The news of Peterds apostolic act
i n Cor hoeé, ofinis livisg together with them, and of his Apostolic
Law on the evangelization of the Gentiles, was mhative for sundry
reactions from those at the Jerusalem Cenacle and from many other
Christians of Jewish origin in the city. The only two Apestn the Cenacle
of Jerusalem were John and James the Less, since the others were at their
different missions, Apost | e John received t he (
apostolate in Caesarea Maritime among the Christians come from the
Gentiles with great jubileend thanksgiving to the Most High; a joy that was
also shared by the greater part of the members of both relgpausunities.
James the Less, however, as also some of the recently converted disciples
who were from the levitical priestly class and the #es sect, not having
wholly overcome their judaizing tendencies in favour of circumcision,
maintained certaingpo s i ti on to Peterds ownduct
of the evangelization of the Gentiles, perturbing others with their ideas.

2. Hence, on the St of November in the year 37, when Peter returned to
Jerusalem from his apostolic journey, he received esgons of
disagreement from James the Less and the disciples sharing his view, who
argued with the Pope saying to himWh y  d make prowision for the
Gentiles in the Gospel plan of salvation, entering their homes to preach and
eat wi t hPetdrthea aispélled their doubts narrating to them the
prodigious events that had impelled him to decree the evangelization of the
Gentiles, such as the symbolical vision of the unclean animals, the arrival in
Joppe of Cornel i us6s neerbyosdsrafrtheeosd, r e qu i
and the prodigious Pentecost in Caesarea Maritime over the Christians of
Gentile origin, concluding his rept with these wordsii We | | t hen, i f
gave them the same Grace He gave to
On hearig this they were reassured and glorified God sayinGod t hen
has granted to the Gentiles as well to be able to attain eterndlylifaeans
of grace and penance. 0

3. Until Pope Peter decreed the official evangelization of the Gentiles, the
nine Apostlessent out to their respective missions dedicated themselves
almost exclusively to preaching the Gospel to the jews. SBventytwo
of ficial di sci pl es, who were stild]l d
territory and without, did the same. Followithe Apostolic Decree given

by Peter on the 18 of May in the year 37 favouring the evangelization of
the Gentiles, ppaching to them gradually increased, and more especially so
from the year 40 onwards, owing to the apostolic zeal of Paul, as principal
executor.



4 . Foll owing Peteros decree, t wo
Antioch of Syria to announce the Gospethe Gentiles: Lucius, one of the
seventytwo official disciples, and Simon of Cyrene surnamed Niger for
being of the black race, whadohot pertain to the official disciples. The hand
of God succoured them in their apostolate, in such fashion thagat gr
number of persons believed and were converted to the Lord Jesus. This

growth of Christds Faith | tookAlacei och

during the years 38 to 40.

Chapter XI
Paul withdraws from the desert and goes B ®amascss. t i r el es s
city.
The jJjewish hierarchy plots Paul 6s
1. Once Paul, in the desert of Arabia Petrea, had expiated his faults, become
moresaturated with divine love and further consolidated in the Gospel Faith,
he felt himself impelled by the Holy Ghostreturn to Damascus, where he

was to preach tirelessly in defence of Christ. On tHB @7June in the year

39, departing from Mount Hobe Paul docilely set off towards Damascus by
the way the Holy Ghost led him: across the Sinai Peninsula, the land of
Idumea, and then Israelite territory along the Mediterranean coast, passing
through Joppe and Caesarea Maritime, from where he went oagmldb,
Nazareth, the west of the Sea of Galilee, and Caesarea Philippi; and then,
having entered Syria, passing by th@ot of his conversion, he reached

Damascus on the #¥Pof October in the year 39. During this long trek,
inflamed by the love of ChrisPaul gave testimony to the Gospel Faith to
the Jews in various towns.

2. Once in Damascus, Paul first presented Hines&ishop Ananias. Then
he commenced his ceaseless preaching of the Gospel, both in jewish
synagogues as well as in public squaresahdr places, where he firmly
proclaimed that Jesus is the Christ, the true Son of God, at the same time
acknowledgindnis error in having persecuted Him so fiercely before. All the
jews who heard him were astounded and said:s t hi s noih t he
Jerusalem persecuted those invoking the Name of Jesus the Nazarene, and
then came to Damascus intending to seize Sfihns here and take them
prisoner t o Ndndthelesp, Paultexertdd himhself all the more
affirming that Jesus is the Chris¢aving the jews dwelling in Damascus

(
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astounded. As they saw, however, that

Christianity, with the consequent humiliation this implied for the addicts of

judaism, on the 1B of December that same year 39, the prindipefarchs
from the synagogues of Damascus gathered in council for the purpose of

settling Paul 6 s plah et tadion byTmuteay agreament t h e |

with King Aretasods governor in that
guards throughout thaty to seize Paul with the aim of killing him. When

K



Paul was advised of the plans laid against him, following theepituattivice
of Bishop Ananias, he went into hiding in the hope of fleeing at the first
opportunity. As the gates of Damascus were undetiraoous surveillance,

however, on the8 of January in the year 40, Paul took to flight through a
window in the wallsfrom where he was lowered down in a basket outside
the city by some of the faithful.
3. Paul 6s persecut i on pdmnmyttedbly &od soe ws | 1
that he abandon the city and go to Jerusalem, and prostrate himself humbly

at the feet of th&/icar of Christ, Pope Peter. Hence that night, tHeds
January in the year 40, once outside Damascus Paul interiorly felt the
impulse to had for Jerusalem; which meant for him an act of supreme
heroism; since while he would have the lofty grace of mgehe Pope for

the first time, he would not lack hard combats from that sanhedrin which he
had previously served with unswerving loyalty.skkes, the intrepid and
audacious Paul now felt great timidity and shame at having to present himself
before the drusalem Christian community he had so bloodily persecuted
years before, though he was not unaware that evangelical charity reigned in
theLod 6s foll ower s. Il n this anguished
appeared to him along the way to assure hamnlte should go to Jerusalem,

but that on his arrival She would no longer be there. Paul, comforted by the
Di vine Mot her 0 sutelydor rssalenheaded r esol

Chapter XiIli
The Virgin Mary, with Apostle John, Mary Cleophasaridavesyi@aiqphesus.
|l ntense apostolate in Ephesus. Dest

Carmelite religious community

1. As the Exalted Mother of Jesus knew thdtesh persecution of the
Church on the part of the sanhedrin
proximate returnd Jer usal e m, since his visit
fury, the deep concern overwhel mi ng t
on Her virghal Countenance, at the same time as She felt indescribable joy
at the singular strengthening in the Faith Chaisdi receive by way of
persecution, with the consequent greater consolidation of the Church. While
the Divine Mother ardently desired to sh#re forthcoming afflictions with
Her children in Jerusalem, such was not the design of the Most High; who,
so thatHis Divine Will be fulfilled, availed Himself of Apostle John, into
whose safekeeping the Divine Mary was
it was the Apostle who best perceived
suffering, he asked Her the cause, 8hd told him. From that moment, John
felt drawn to convey Her far from Jerusalem to free Hamftbe grievous
risk She would run in the freghersecution. To this considerate suggestion
She manifested that She would abide by his decision, if that werehals
will of Pope Peter. In order to execute His lofty plans, God had determined



that the destination of yohEphesus;ofi ne M:
this She was not unaware, but remained silent so that God might reveal it to

John, and She thusaztise submission and obedience to the Ministers of the
Church, as an example to posterity.

2. On the 81 of January in the year 40, the Diei Mary, Apostle John, and
Her sisters Mary Cleophas and Mary Salome, after humbly receiving Pope
Pet er 0 s lefbthe&snadenvigh the aim of first venerating the places
where the sacred mysteries of Christ
From Calvary itself, at 12 noon the four left for the seaport of Joppe, from

where on the ¥ of January they took shipr the port of Ephesus itself, in
preseniday Turkey. As the voyage lasted fifteen days, they arrived at

Ephesus on the $of January inte year 40, establishing themselves in a
modest house belonging to some Christian faithful who had come from
Jeruslem years previously as a result of the persecution by Paul.

3. Once they had arrived at Ephesus, Mary Most Holy, with the help of
Apostle Join, Mary Cleophas and Mary Salome, carried out an intense
apostolic labour; for John, by his preaching and misaadeaw many to the
Faith of Christ; and then sent them to the Divine Mistress and Doctress for
further instruction and enlightenment in thaith. The Divine Mary,
moreover, was a most exemplary model of Christian charity towards the
poor, the sick and &hdying, all of whom She maternally attended according
to their manifold needs; also delivering many possessed from the powerful
influence Sain exerted over them. So many were the souls whom She drew
to the way of truth and eternal life, and so numerds rhiracles She
wrought for this purpose in the city of Ephesus, that not even in many
volumes could they be written down. Among the countlessders
perfor med I n Ephesus t hrough Mar y
destruction of the famous temple of tliwli Diana, an important focus of
paganism and corruption, should be specially mentioned; for in the temple
were a considerable number of litems women consecrated to satanism
through worship of the idol, worship which was exceedingly widespread
throughaut the city and all Asia Minor; and its many followers had
contributed to the construction of the temple, then considered as one of the
sevenwonders of the world, in which multitudes of pilgrims gathered.

4. As the sheer presence of the Divine Mary in Ephesus was incompatible
with the continuance of that abominable temple, She charged Archangel
Saint Michael with the mission of destroying ithiech he executed in the
briefest space of time. Those inside &duried in the ruins, with the
exception of nine of the priestesses, towards whom the Divine Mary had
shown special mercy since they had better dispositions; so that they were
later convertedo Christianity. With the destruction of the pagan temple,
Apogle John preached with greater force to draw the Ephesians out of the



terrible error that deluded them; demonstrating to them as well that the
abominable statue of the idol they had veneratethe temple had been
powerless to prevent its own destructanrd that of the edifice dedicated to

it. Following the ruin of the pagan temple, in the same year 40, Mary Most
Holy desired to found a monastery of Carmelite nuns in Ephesus, so that
chastitymight flourish and God be offered reparation for the innumerabl
abominations that had been committed for so many centuries in that now
destroyed temple of Diana. The nine convert priestesses, miraculously

rescued from the ruins of the temple throughMdry st Hol ydés i nter
formed part of this religious communi
Chapter Xl
Paul arrives at the Cenacle of Jerus
presence.
Peter confers the Diaconate, Presbyterate and’Bplsndpat€enacle of
Jerusalem

1. In his journey fom Damascus to Jerusalem, Paul as a pilgrim visited
those placesspecially related to the life of the Saviour, such as Lake
Tiberias, Nazareth, Cana, Mount Tabor, Bethlehem, and including Mount
Calvary, entering Jerusalem by the same gate in the watisginrwhich
years previously Christ had left carrying the Crd3ace in the city, he
headed for the Cenacle.

2. On the 2t of January in the year 40, fourth anniversary of his
conversion, Paul knocked at the door of the Cenacle. As his unexpected

arrivali nstil l ed a certain dreadnwas every
to refuse him entry, which the disciples did with great promptitude. While
Paul 6s conversion was well known to t

and other places, as the Divine §iir Mary as well had informed them of it
at the opportune timdour years had now passed since that extraordinary
event and the figure of Paul had been forgotten by many owing to his long
retreat in the desert of Arabia Petrea. Nonetheless, news otilnegafence
of Christ that Paul had made in Damascus aftaelisn from the desert had
reached Jerusalem. But those rumours had not yet been confirmed by reliable
testimony, and suspicions still existed whether Paul had really persevered in
the Grace Dhis conversion, and whether his conduct was that of a true
Christian. Besides, the Most Holy Virgin Mary, before leaving for Ephesus,
had not wished to disclose Paul 6s i myg
with the object that Peter act in accordhnhis authority and prudence; and
that Paul too, on being atdt refused, might exercise humility in expiation
for the immense harm he had done to the Church when he was the driving
force behind the persecutions against her.

3. Paul, with bitter desolain, seeing the doors of the Cenacle closed to
him, went to théhouse that Lazarus once had in Jerusalem, where there was



now another community of disciples. Providentially, the disciple Barnabas

was to be found at this cloister, having been summoned tay Refulfil

certain missions in the Apostolic See. This digipn finding out that

convert Paul wished to speak with them, went out to receive him, since,
besides, years before there had been close friendship between the two, when
they were both studet s a't Gamal i el ds school . B a
alreadya B h o p, received | ight to see Paul
of the Church. To this his having known Paul previously as a man very loyal

to his personal convictions and opposed to lyimgtcbuted no little.
Accordingly, given the difficulties Paulaa experienced at the Cenacle,
Barnabas accompanied him there with the aim of introducing him to Pope

Peter, so that he might accept him without any distrust. On the way, Barnabas
endeavouredt o i nform himself y et further
conversion retreat in the desert and recent apostolate in Damascus.
Meanwhile Peter, James the Less and the others in the Cenacle prayed
unceasingly, asking light from the Lord as to what best to tio Raul.

4. Near 12 midday on that Wednesday26f January inthe year 40,
Barnabas and Paul arrived at the Cenacle, and Paul was ushered by the
di sciple into Peterb6s presence. The
seeing the Vicar of Christ for tHest time was such that, deeply moved, he
fell at his feet shading abundant tears. By this action the human suspicions
which they all harboured concerning him were dispelled. While Paul
remained prostrate on the ground, Barnabas, deeply moved, higtligist
greatness of spirit, his penance in the desert of ArBleimea and the
persecution he had recently suffered in Damascus for his unprecedented
valour in defence of Christ. Nevertheless, Peter and the rest already knew
many of these facts, though tvitertain misgivings, now dispelled. With
inexpressible jubileand deeply paternal heart, Peter accepted the one who
was to become the Second Pillar of the Church, at the same time as all gave
humble and fervent thanks to the Lord for the wonders He luakled in
that convert.

5. By supernatural inspiration Peter readl that the moment had come to
confer Holy Orders on Paul, to which the latter gave his consent. Therefore,

at 3 in the afternoon on that same day th# 25 January in the year 40,
Peter elebrated the Holy Sacrifice of Mass with great solemnity in the
Cenacle, during which, laying his hands on the head of Paul, he conferred on
him the Diaconate, Presbyterate and Episcopate, Paul being incorporated
from that moment into the Carmelite Ordes a religious member. Paul
received Holy Orders with extremeyjof soul, as he yearned for this
intensely. The Vicar of Christ, moreover, in his emotive address, urged Paul
to preach throughout Jerusalem in testimony to the truth which he had
previouslypersecuted, recommending to him very especially the preaching
of the Gospel to the Gentiles, mission which Paul soon began to carry out



with most vehement zeal. During the days he stayed at the Cenacle there was
intimate familiarity between Paul, the twqgoéstles, the disciples and the
other followers of the Gospel Law

Chapter XIV
Paul 0s i ntense preaching in Jerusale
out for Tarsus of Cilicia.
Paul 6s apostol aityefTaadusng t he way

1. By reception of Holy Qutsalbecame Bi st
yet more sublime and vehement; in such fashion that he gave living
testimony to th&sospel Faith to Christians of Jewish and of Gentile origin,
and above all to those professing the jewish faith and to the gentiles,
throughout the city of Jesua | e m. Paul 6s words were
penetrated the hearts of all who heard him, sbithjust the first two days
of his preaching all Jerusalem was moved. The members of the sanhedrin,
and in general all its followers, could not overcome thstonishment at
seeing Paul proclaim and spread ever
doctrine, vhich he had previously combated with unrelenting fury. They
were unable to understand the radical change wrought in him; since, from a
voracious instrument ofhé sanhedritic council for the persecution of
Christians, he had become an intrepid bulwark heirt defence. The
members of the sanhedrin and their closest collaborators, seeing the grave
danger hat Paul created for the jewish church, gathered togetitierthe
aim of plotting his death.

2. On the 8 of February in that year 40, while Paul wasebehting Holy
Mass in the Cenacle Chapel or first Christian Temple, during the elevation
of the Most Sacred Eucharistic Body, he fell into ecstasy when Our Lord
Jesus Christ, full of glory and majesty, became visible to him. The Lord
urged him to leave thaty, tellinghim:i Ma ke haste and | eave
once, because the jews not only reject your testimony concerning Me, but
wi sh t o ki |IPaulsgidbfuL carsd ,wetlHeydo t hemsel ves
the one who cruelly persecuted those who beliavetbu, that | put them
into prison; and as well brought them to the synagogues where | had them
scourged, and ordered them to blaspheme against You; besides,tiae
blood of Your faithful withess and martyr Stephen was shed, | was present,
andconsented o it, and minded the gahements
Lord gave him further to understand that, owing to the obstinacy of a great
part of the jews,the di d not deserve Paul 6s dedi
to them, especially since elsewherer¢heere numberless souls who would
willingly listen to his words; and therefore there was no time to lose. Finally,
the Lord said to Pauh Go away fempbetauselishalssand you
out to evangel i Paalrecoanted to £eter thegon and n s . 0



message he had received from the Lord, so that the Pope, considering the
danger to Pauldés | ife, sent him away

3. On the t of February in the year 40, Paul left Jerusalem intending to
go to Tarsus, his hometown, as he desired to rejoin the members of his family
in an endeavour to convert them to the Gospel Faith, and also to wait there
until the Lord should commmicate to himwhat he ought to do next. Some
of the disciples from the Cenacle accompanied Paul as far as Caesarea
Philippi. Along the way he preached to jews and gentiles, at the same time
visiting the Christian missions in the regions of Judea, Sarmad&alilee,
whose faithful did not know him by sight, as they had only heard&aidh a t
man who persecuted us before is now one of us and preaches the Faith which
he previ ou sAllygloried &dd $ot tlee dnareels He had worked
in Paul. Once irCaesarea Phgpi, Paul set out for Syria; and next, from
there, went to Phoenicia, to board a ship in the port of Tyre bound for Tarsus
of Cilicia, where he not only gained his family for Christ, but many others
of his fellow citizens as well.

Chapter XV
Progress of the Christian Faith in Antioch of Syria. Paul in Antioch of Syria

1. The great propagation of Faith in Christ among the Gentiles of Antioch
of Syria, thankdo the intense labour of the disciples Lucius and Simon of
Cyrene, among others, became wkelbwn throughout the regions of Asia
Minor, Israel and many other places. When the news came to the notice of
the Apostolic See of the Church or Gadina of SainPeter, which was in
Jerusalem, the Pope, taking into account the promising progress of
Christianity, decided to send a legate to the city of Antioch of Syria to inform
himself personally of the favourable reception of Christianity on theopart
the Gentiés. For this mission, Peter chose the disciple Barnabas; so that he,

accompanied by other disciples, left Jerusalem on tHed?3viarch in the

year 40, finding themselves in Antioch of Syria within a few days. Arriving
there, seeing the wordr s o f rac,ddrridakas \gas filled with jubilee,
and exhorted all to abide in the Lord with a firm and constant heart. By the
apostolate of Barnabas, a virtuous man of great faith and filled with the Holy
Ghost, the Church was yet further enlargedhsy extraordiary increment

of faithful in the city of Antioch of Syria.

2.0nthe3thof April in the year 40, that
arrival in the city, he sent individuals to inform Pope Peter about the
extraordinary progress of Christigniemong the Gatiles, and of the
convenience that someone else with missionary experience help him in that
promising apostolic labour. As Barnabas opted for Paul of Tarsus for this
mission, he proposed this to the Pope; who in turn sent a message with his
approval, ordeng him besides to seek out Paul, who was then still in Tarsus.

Accordingly, on the 1% of May the same year, the disciple Barnabas set off



for the city of Tarsus of Cilicia 1in
arrival, was not at hip ar e nt 9@ had witlhdrawn to a grotto he was
accustomed to visit on the townbds ou

contemplation. Five days aftloeMayBar nat
that same year 40, he and Paul left for AntiochyaifeS reachinghis city on

the 28h of the same month and year. So greatly had the Gospel flourished
in Antioch of Syria that, while Barnabas had gone in search of Paul, Pope
Peter had ordered to go there as well, with the aim of sharing in the
apostolateamong othersthe disciples Agabus, Judas Barsabas and Silas,
who besides being Bishops possessed the gift of prophecy, and who had
come from their missions to Jerusalem some time previously in the service
of the Apostolic See. The three Prophet Bishanpived in Antoch of Syria

at the end of May in the same year 40. Paul and Barnabas spent all that year
in this mission, instructing a great multitude of people, so that it was in
Antioch of Syria that the disciples began to be called Christians.

3. WhiletheProphet Agabus was in the city, enlightened by the Holy Ghost
he prophesied that a great famine was to come. This shortage of foodstuffs
occurred during the years 44 to 48, when the Roman empire was ruled by
Emperor Claudius. While a great part of tleenpre was scourged,
nevertheless the region of Judea was the most affected, particularly the
Christian communities there. So from other regions the missionaries sent
economic help to the Bishops and Priests of the region of Judea, Barnabas
and Paul beinghose chiefly entrusted to take that succour in their different
journeys to Jerusalem and other towns of the region.

Chapter XVI
James the Greater leaves Spain for Italy. The Apostle goes to Ephesus to visit th
Holy Virgin Mary.
Jmes the Greater carries out a great apostolate in Jerusalem
1. Some months aftebuilding the chapel that Mary Most Holy had
requested in Her honour in the city of Zaragoza, on the banks of the Ebro,
Apostle James the Greatertariorly sensed that his labour in Spain was
coming to an end. In Zaragoza he left Bishop Athanasius,\eradtihe city,
who had been converted there by him and designated Bishop of the city.
James the Greater then traversed anew a great part of tiae IBeninsula,

especially Galicia; until, accompanied by some of his disciples, oriftioé 8
December inte year 40, he embarked at the port of Tarragona for Italy; and
once there, without delaying long to preach, continued his journey on by sea
to Ephesus, since he ardently desired to see the Most Holy Virgin Mary, his
Lady and Refuge.

2. On the 2t of Decamber in the same year 40, James the Greater arrived

in Ephesus and prostrated himself at the feet of the Queen of Heaven and
Earth, with great congation of soul at the immense happiness of finding



himself again in the presence of the Mother of his Cre&th humble

affection and abundant tears of joy and veneration, Apostle James the
Greater gave thanks to the Divine Mary for the incomparableufav

received from the Most High in his apostolic labour in Spain through Her
intercession. The Divine Manseeing the Apostle prostrate before Her,

raised him from the ground and saidtohimt r emi nd you ¢t hat
anointed of the Lord and His mins t e r , and | aThgs@ or | i
words spoken, the great Lady knelt and asked the blessing of fiaenes
Greater as Priest of the Most High. James the Greater also received great
happiness and consolation on embracing his own mother Mary Salome, his
aunt Mary Cleophas and his brother John. The Apostle of Spain remained at
Ephesus with Most Holy Mary for month, since he longed intensely to be

at Her side to give Her an account of the mission fulfiled and besides
strengthen himself for the futureet®re leaving Ephesus, James the Greater
learned confidentially from the lips of the Most Holy Virgin Mahat he

would soon crown his apostolic life by shedding his blood for Christ in
Jerusalem. The Apostle asked Mary Most Holy for Her blessing fotdim

go to receive martyrdom for Her Divine Son.

3. On the 281 of January in the year 41, James the Greaeost from

Ephesus by sea for the port of Joppe, arriving in Jerusalem orthtloé 8

February that same year; and once in the Cenacle, humblygpedstimself

at the feet of Pope Peter to receive his blessing, then rendering him an
account of the apodto labour realized in Spain. He also embraced his
cousin James the Less with brotherly
to the Most Holy Vigin Mary in Ephesus, and the knowledge he now had of

his imminent martyrdom, his soul burned with deepedirdenow to
consummate his evangelizing mission in Jerusalem. If at the start of the
previous year this city hsaférywoeds,n spi-r
no |l ess was it now by James the Grea
neither Jews nor Gétes could resist the heavenly wisdom and apostolic fire

that burned and consumed the soul of fhis on o f Jamesnheé er . 0
Gr eat er 0 derubatetn,aintil his ideath, drew many to the Faith of

Christ, with the consequent animadversion of therm#lesanhedrin, who

saw Christdéds Church swell ever more v

Chapter XVII
King Herod Agr idAgripapal i®nmamed king dbf Judeaandi t o
establishes his court in Jerusalem

1. King Herod Agrippa | came to hold under his crown solely the
extensive lands possessed by his grandfather Herod the Great the Cutthroat,
but the region of Phemicia or Lebanon as well.

2 . Herod Agrippa | was son of Ari st (
five sons by Marianne. Aristobulus, when in Romethe year 7, was



murdered by order of his father, who suspected that by using his influence
on the Roman eperor he was seeking to depose him as king.

3. As already said, shortly before his death on tf@&March in the year
8, Herod the Great had nmeadhis testament in favour of four of his sons,
dividing his kingdom as follows: to Archelaus he left Jud&aHerod
Antipas, Galilee and Perea; to Herod Philip, Samaria; and to Philip,
Bathanea, Trachonitides, Iturea and Gaulanitides.

4. The province of &mnaria became directly dependent on the Roman
empire shortly after Herod Philip took possession of it, sheceenounced
the crown and went off to live in Rome. This province was later placed under
the crown of Archelaus by order of the Roman emperor. prbeince of
Judea, with ldumea and Samaria as well, became directly dependent on the
Roman empire followinlAr chel ausés bani shment by
emperor. The provinces of Bathanea, Trachonitides, Iturea and Gaulanitides
became directly dependenh she Roman empire following the death of
tetrarch Philip in the year 34, though Emperor Tiberius lateclagththem
to the Roman province of Syria. The provinces of Galilee and Perea became
directly dependent on the Roman empire after Herod Antipas avashed
by order of the Roman emperor, owing to intrigues and defamations by
Herod Agrippa against that uecbf his.

5. After Emperor Tiberiusodés deat h,
I, with the title of king, the four provinces that hbdlonged to tetrarch
Philip, as well as the two provinces that had belonged to Herod Antipas,
placing under his crown agll the region of Phoenicia or Lebanon. Towards
the end of January in the year 41, Herod Agrippa | was in Rome at the time
ofCaliguldds assassination and Claudiusos
empire. Emperor Claudius favoured his close friend Héwmrippa with the
title of king of Judea, giving him the province of Judea with Idumea, and

E

Samaria as well. From then on Herod Agrippés c¢cr own i ncl uded

flung territory that Herod the Great the Cutthroat had possessed, together
with Phoenica or Lebanon as well. With his naming as king of Judea, Herod
Agrippa | established his court in Jerusalem at the end of February in the
year 41.

6. After Herod Agrippa | was named king of Judea, Emperor Claudius
suppressed in this province, and consedyentidumea and Samaria, the
post of procurator, held at the time by Marullus, whose predecessor had been
Marcellus; and before hifRontius Pilate, removed from office in the year
36 by Emperor Tiberius.

Chapter XVIII
Fourth persecwutiadhe Church. Martyrdom of Apostle Saint James the Greater

1. As King Herod Agrippa I, prior to having the territory of Judea under his
dominion, had ever shown himseti be a partisan of the pharisees and



defender of jewish traditions and customs, the then supreme pontiff of the
apostate jewish chlch, Abiathar by name, saw the way clear to obtaining
from the king elect another ngetheysecut i
were multiplying further and further, especially due to the apostolic zeal of
James the Greater. The fourth persecutionesedf by the Church in
Jerusalem, then, was at the instance of the sanhedrin and carried out by King
Herod Agrippa |.

2. Onthe 28h of March in the year 41, when James the Greater was to be
found preaching to the people of Jerusalem, with great fruitsrofecsion,
he was arrested by Roman soldiers at the request of villainous Abiathar, who
was among the crowd listening tarhi After the Apostle had been secured
by a halter around his neck, he was publicly accused as seditious, enemy of
the Roman empire dmperverter of the people. With these and other charges
he was led before Herod Agrippa |, who, to satisfy the bloodthilestyres
of the jews, condemned James the Greater to be decapitated without previous
trial.

3. From Herod Agr i p,rdfcelwhere Ghnstmhpd u o u s
appeared before Herod Antipas, James the Greater was brought to the market
square, near to thpresentday Sion Gate, to be decapitated there. It
happened that on the way a paralytic was presented to him, whom the
Apostle healedBy virtue of this miracle Josias, one of the executioners who
had more directly taken wasconvertech Jame
The Apostle embraced the convert, inviting him to be his companion in
martyrdom, and he readily agreed, also sheddisi@plood for Christ. James
the Greater, at the moment of martyrdom, invoked Mary Most Holy so that
She might assist hint ais death, and She, from Ephesus, became present at
the same time in Jerusalem to comfort him in his supreme immolation. At
the monent the Apostle bent his knees to the ground to receive the sword
stroke and offer to God the sacrifice of his life, he savinigh the Queen of
Heaven and invoked Her in his heartinthiswaylay Your most pu
innocent hands be the altar of my séice today, so that it may be favourably
received by Him who offered Himself on the Holy Cross for me. Into Your

hands,ad t hr ough them into those of my
His prayer ended, the Apostle became absorbed for several moments in
beati fic vision, and was then decapi

martyrdom took place on the ¥5of March in theyear 41, when he was
thirty-two years old, as he had been born in December of the year 8.

4. Following the death of James the Greaseme of the disciples who
were witnesses of the event took his body and his separated head and, with
the authorization oPope Peter, secretly brought the sacred mortal remains
to the port of Joppe, where a Christian community existed. From there all
wastaken to Spain by ship; and after disembarking at the Galician port of
Padrén, he was buried at the spot in Galicia chbgdrim, known today as



Santiago de Compostela. In this manner proof was left that the Faith of Christ
had reached what was then adesed to be the end of the earth.

Chapter XIX
Pope Peter is seized and imprisoned duringebetimudih ther€hurch. Peter is
miraculously unchained and freed from prison. Peter goes to Antioch of Syria to e
the Apostdbee there. The Church of Christ grows and multiplies more and mor

1. On Friday the 1 of April in the year1, date which coincided with the
days on which the jewish passover or azymes was being celebrated, while
Apostle Peter was givingevbal testimony to Christ in a public place of
Jerusalem, he was arrested by a detachment of sixteen soldiers sent by Herod
Agrippa | at the instance of iniquitous supreme pontiff Abiathar. As the
sanhedrin deemed it more convenient to judge him beforpeple once
the days of passover had ended, Peter, bound by two chains, was taken to the
praetorium edifice and imprisonetthere until the celebrations were to
conclude. During his imprisonment, the sixteen soldiers mentioned took
turns at guard duty, dng at a time, in the following manner: two, one at
either side of the Apostle inside the dungeon; two more outside guénding
entrance door; and another four soldiers at the main entrance to the prison
from the praetorium. Such extreme vigilance was wuthe fear that he
might mysteriously be freed as on another occasion.

2. While Peter, shackled with two chains, was cuwdiin the praetorium
prison, the Church prayed for him without cease; for Apostle James the Less,
who was in Jerusalem, the othetig®us of both communities in their
respective houses, and the lay faithful, unceasingly implored divine
protection for tle Pope, in order thus to obtain his miraculous release from
prison. Owing to the Christiansd unc
Her Divine Son to send Archangel Saint Michael to the prison to accomplish
the lofty mission of delivering Peter from hiseamies.

3. It came to pass that, at 12 midnight beginning Sunday theofL April
in the year 41, the day on which Herod thoughtittge and kill Peter, while
the Pope slept bound by two chains between the two soldiers guarding him
in the dungeon, withhie other six on duty at their posts, Archangel Saint
Mi chael suddenl y appeared i nsi de t h
becoming radiat with light. The celestial personage, touching Peter on one
hand, wakened himand saidAr i s e @nd thecckaingad hound the
Apostle instantly fell off. The ArchangelthensaiddGi rd up your tu
put on vy o amd hesda sogd and after this the Archangel told him:
AWrap your <c¢l|l oak ab olbetpresenca in prisoth off ol | 0
Archangel Saint Mibael, full of heavenly splendour, deprived the eight
guards on duty of all sensory perception, in such a fashairthey neither
heard nor saw anything. Peter, utterly perplexed at the extraordinary event,
which seemed to him more illusory than real, dege fixed on his angelic



Guide, followed his footsteps, miraculously passing with him through the
closed doowof his own dungeon and the access door from the prison to the
praetorium courtyard; so that the two passed unnoticed by the two guards
watchingover Peter inside the cell, by the other two keeping guard outside
the door, and by the four stationed at thérarce to the vaults used as
dungeons, all of whom comprised the first guard. Once outside the vaults,
without being noticed by the second gyavtich was the official praetorium
guard, Saint Michael and Peter crossed the rectangular courtyard or
Lithostrotos up to the central door of the main entrance to the praetorium,
through which also, without it opening, they passed. Once in the porch where
Christ was judged, the great chancel or iron gate miraculously opened, and
both went down the stairway by whi&hrist had descended bearing the
Cross. Afterwards Archangel Saint Michael, having left Peter on one of the
city streets at exactly the sameswhere Christ bearing His Cross had met
Hi s Divine Mother, vani shed from t hg
emerging from the celestial ecstasy produced in him by the contemplation of
the Archangel, now in his normal state, marvelled at all that haoehad
to him, sayingih No w | know in truth that the
delivered me from the hands oétdd, and from all the expectation of the
j ewi sh people. 0

4. Pope Peter, meditating on the wonderful protection the Lord had
afforded him, wento the Cenacle where many were to be found assembled
in prayer. When he knocked at the saitor, Rose, a nun, went up to hear
who it was; and r Eaherijoywas guchithat, ingteasl Pet
of opening, she rushed to give the news that thpeReas at the door. But
those in the Cenacle said to hgry o u a r eAs Roseairsigted ¢hat she
spoke the truth, they commented among themseivéso u bt | ebes it v
hi s a Peger, Imeamwhile, continued knocking at the door, and when
they opend and saw him they were stupefied. Peter, however, making signs
with his hands to silence them, then told them how the Lord had brought him
out of prison. Because of thgersecution James the Less was not in the
Cenacle, as he was hidden at the mansiaa Jdrusalem Christian family.
Peter prayed before the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel of the Cenacle
asking for light as to what he should do, understanding it to livime will
that he leave Jerusalem and establish the Cathedra of the Church imAntioc
of Syria. Therefore, designating twelve disciples, he prepared everything
necessary to depart with them on the journey. Before his departure he told
those in the Cenaglto inform James the Less and the other faithful in
Jerusalem of his miraculous dedrance. At 3 in the morning on that Sunday

the 14h of April in the year 41, the Vicar of Christ, with his twelve

companions, set out from the Cenacle of Jerusalem fapodmnof Syria,
visiting some of the Christian communities along the way.



5. At daybra k |, when Peter 6s mysterious
praetorium prison was noticed, there was a great uproar among the soldiers.
As Herod Agrippa had planned to judge airittke Apostle that day, he sent
to fetch him, and nobody could explain what had lesggl. The villainous
monarch, thwarted of the pleasure of slaying Peter, then cruelly vented his
rage on the sixteen soldiers specially charged with his custody. Thaghth
astonished at what had happened, being unable to give an explication, were
execued without further ado.

6. Thanks to the fecund missionary labour carried out by the Apostles and
disciples, rendered prodigiously fruitful by the suffering and bloodsiied
the Christians in the persecutions, the Gospel spread ever further and the
faithful multiplied prolifically.

Chapter XX
Paul and Barnabas go up to Jerusalem to visit Peter, who is no longer there. P;
Barnabas and Mark go to éfriipch

1. To take preventive measures against the great food shortage foretold by
the Prophet Agabus that was to affect maagyons, among them Judea, Paul
and Barnabas took upon themselves the task of daljedbnations and then
bringing them to the poorest districts, especially Jerusalem. For though the
scourge of famine was to reach its greatest severity from the year 44
onwards, not knowing the moment, all were taking preventive measures. So
Paul and Barabas, while preaching on the different missions, at the same
time collected donations and distributed them among the most needy.

2. While Peter and his twelve disciplesited some of the Christian
communities on his journey to Antioch of Syria, Paul Bagnabas arrived
in Jerusalem at the beginning of May in the year 41, with the intention of
visiting the Pope and of supplying the Christian communities resident there
with provisions. But learning that Peter was on his way to Antioch of Syria,
Paul and Bmabas decided to return to that city, which was their official
residence. The two took with them the disciple Mark, one of the future
evangelists, who wishedtobebaek t he Popeds si de, Wi
lived so long.

Chapter XXI
PopPeter translates the Apostolic See from Jerusalem to Antioch of Syria. Peter
Paul: Apostle;Wicar and Second Column of the Church. Peter names Barnabas Aj
Peter orders Paul and Barnabas to preach especially to the Gentiles

1. Pope Peter armad at Antioch of Syria on Friday théd3of May in the
year 41, on which day he established the Cathedra of the Church there. This
transfer of the Apostolic See of the@bh took place seven years after Peter

had established it in Jerusalem, on tféd May in the year 34.
2. At the beginning of June in that same year, when the Apostolic See of
the Church was already established in Antioch of Syria, Paul, Barnabas and



Mark arrived there. Pope Peter was assisted by a curia composed of Prophets
and Doctorsamong whom stood out Paul of Tarsus, Barnabas, Simon of
Cyrene, Lucius of Cyrene and Chusa Menahem.

3. On the thof July in the year 41, while Pope Peter was celebrating Holy
Mass with the assistance of a good number of disciples, the Holy Ghost told
himi Assign for Me Paul and Barnabas tc
Gent i [The Divibe Paraclete communted to him, moreover, that
James the Greater having died, he should name Paul an Apostle, and thus
complete the number of the Twelve; andseahim besides to the office of
Vice-Vicar and Second Column of the Church; and that he should also name
Barnabas & Apostle, without him on that account forming part of the
Official Apostolic College instituted by Christ. Pope Peter communicated to
all present the order he had received from the Holy Ghost.

4. Peter fixed the date of the ceremony of thesginations for the 1B of
July in the year 41, anniversary of the Foundation of the Order of Mount
Carmel, ceremony preceded by nine days of specihd@aand prayer. By
this disposition of the Holy Ghost concerning Paul and Barnabas, the divine
plan for the evangelization of the Gentiles was confirmed anew, this labour
being entrusted more especially to those two. Pope Peter sent the two
Apostles to cay out their apostolate after blessing them by laying his hands
upon them; and in like manner theycee/ed the blessing of the other
members of the papal curia. The title of \Aar given to Paul was always
inferior to the PYpaay, Bnaet P&Goti swhésP
is sole Vicar of Christ on Earth. In this ceremony of his nomomatChrist
confirmed Paul in the Faith, he thus being forever preserved from the sin of
apostasy and his final perseverance or eternal salvation guarantee

Chapter XXI|
Paul, Barnabas and Mark arrive in Cyprus. Great apostostd thenatand,
especially in Salamis and Paphos.
Conversion of Proconsul Sergius and of the magus Barjesus

1. That Tuesday the ¥Bof July in the year 41, when Peter by will of the
Most Divine Paraclete sent Paul darBarnabas off to preach, they,
accompanied by Priest Mark, Bar nabas
the nearby Mediterranean port of Seleucia, from where the following day
they embarked for the island of Cyprus, arriving at the Cypriot town of

Salamison Friday the 18 of the same month and year.

2. As the principal mission entrusted by Pope Petégratdwo Apostles was
to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, on the very day of their arrival in
Salamis Apostle Paul addressed the multitudes in a mtpleare, to the great
wonder of many at the new and edifying doctrine. While it is true that Christ
had visited the island of Cyprus eight years previously, with fruits of
conversion, and that from the island disciples had emerged, as well as Mary



Mercuriapr ot omartyr of Maryos discipl ess:
had recently preached the Gospel#) nevertheless, all that labour had been

directed more especially at the jews. Accordingly, when Paul arrived openly
proclaiming the Gospel to the Géatpeople, there was great expectation in

the packed auditori um. Pvaitnthe@Gentilasn d Bar
of Salamis, was very fruitful in conversions, as it was also to be in other parts

of Cyprus. As Apostle Paul wished to give the berwgfitis ministry also to

the jews, the following day, Saturday thel26f July, with Barnabas and

Mark he entered the principal synagogue of Salamis, where he wisely
proclaimed that in Christ all the prophecies of the Old Testament were
fulfilled, causinggreat expectancy and no little controversy on the part of

many of those fanatics of judaism, whom Babyas too had to reproach
energetically for their absurd stubb
Onlybegotten and Messias sent.

3. In view of the promisig apostolic fruits among the Gentiles, Paul and
his two companions remained some two months in Salachiefly
dedicated to the Gentile people, who for their simplicity of heart were more
docile in accepting the Gospel truths; though on Saturdays theyraily
preached in the various synagogues so that neither might the jews lack the
word of God. AfterPaul and Barnabas had swelled the ranks of the faithful
in the Christian community of Salamis, and placed three Priests ordained by

Paul in charge of thepthey left the town on the P®of September of the
year 41, setting off for the town of Paphos om dipposite side of the island.
Paul made use of this journey across Cyprus to tour many other towns,
principally those Christ had visited before, suctCagri the home town of
Apostle Barnabas, Mallep and Cyrine.

4. On the 2t of October in that year 4Paul, Barnabas and Mark arrived
at the town of Paphos. Here they encountered a jew, a false prophet named
Barjesus, known also as the Magus. He was s@llor to the Roman
proconsul Sergius, a prudent man who at the time exercised his office of
governorin Paphos. Previously, in the month of May in the year 33, when
he was governor in the town of Salamis, Sergius had had a meeting with
Christ on His visithere, and was deeply impressed by evangelical doctrine.
The Roman proconsul requested of Paul anch&zas to hear the word of
God. As the false prophet Barjesus sought to hinder this so that Sergius might
not embrace Faith in Christ, Paul, filled witretHoly Ghost, fixing his gaze
on the magus, said to him:Man f ul | of fraudevignd tri
enemy of all righteousness! Why have you the effrontery to hamper the
Lor doés uprThapRaul, cursing bifd, ioldhim:May you be bl
and not see the sun untandattlatnoment ai n
thick darkness descended upBnar j esus 6 eyes, and ow
blindness he groped around for someone to give him a hand. When the



proconsul saw what had happened, he was deéephessed and filled with
fear. After hearing the evangelical doctrine preached by Paul, marvelling at
it, he embraced the Faith of Christ. The proconsul, on being baptized by the
Apostle of the Gentiles, received the name of Paul.

5. Apostle Paul, togethavith Barnabas and Mark, stayed in the town of

Paphos for more than two months. On thé2§ Decemler in that same
year, magus Barjesus embraced Christianity and, on being baptized by Paul,
at the same time as receiving life of soul he recovered theddpis eyes;
but sadly years later he apostatized, and subsequently caused the death of
Apostle Banabas.

6. Proconsul Paul, years after his conversion, when Lazarus of Bethany was
first Bishop of Marseille, France, received the Diaconate, Presbytardte
Episcopate from him, becoming the first Bishop of Narbonne.

Chapter XXIII
Paul, with Barnabas and Mark, leaves the port of Paphos for Pamphylia.
The disciple Mark returns to Jerusalem. Paul preaches in Antioch of Pisidia

1. On the $tof January in the year 42, Paul and his two companions left
the Cypriot port of Paphos, and onaetbe coast of Pamphylia in present
day Turkey, went by the river now called Ak to the town dPerga, arriving

on the &1 of the same month and year. This town was famous for the temple
dedicated to the idol Artemisa.

2. Here, Mark decided to part conmyawith Paul and Barnabas and return
to Jerusalem, availing himself of two disciples on theay there with
provisions for the Christian communities; so that he sailed with them as far
as Caesarea Maritime, then continuing the journey by land. By thrsystr
conduct of Mark, decidedly against the will of God, the future evangelist
revealed yet agn his at times inconstant behaviour. Though previously he
had made known his desire to go with Paul and Barnabas from Jerusalem to
Antioch of Syria to be with &pe Peter, later he asked to go with them both
on their apostolic journey; and now, tredafB|l 6 s exacting char
own wish he decided to return to Jerusalem.

3. Once Mark had boarded a ship bound for Israelite territory, Apostles
Paul and Barabas went from Perga of Pamphylia to the town Antioch of
Pisidia, further inland in presedty Turkey. During their stay in this town
of Antioch, both carried out a great missionary labour among the Gentile
people.

4. On Saturday the #% of January in tb year 42, Apostle Paul,
accompanied by Barnabas, entered the town synagogue and sat down. Whe
the reading of the Law and Prophets had ended, the principals of the
synagogue sent to them, saying:Br et hr e n, | f y ou h a\
encouragement for the pdope , s PheraPaul, dtanding up and asking
for silence with a gesture of his hand, sé@iM/orthy men of Israel and those



who fear God, listen: the God of the People of Israel chose our fathers, and
exalted His people when they dwelt as foreigners enlémd of Egypt.
Afterwards, when they were oppressed by those same Egyptians, He brought
themout of that land with the sovereign and sublime power of His arm; and

for the space of forty years in the desert suffered with patience the
unfaithfulness and gratitude of many. Then, after destroying the pagan
dwellers in the land of Canaan and othetj@ning lands, He distributed

those territories among the thirteen tribes of Israel about four hundred and
fifty years after Abr ahda@néedis peoplec u mc i
were established in the territory of Israel, God ruled them, firstly by
Caudillos; afterwards by Judges, until Samuel; and when the people asked

for a king, God gave them, for forty years, Saul, son of Cis, a man from the

tribe of Benjarm. When Saul died, God raised David up as king, of whom

He gave test i moundpDavid aoniofnlgsse, tbkde a manv e f
after My own heart, who will ful fil
according to His promise, God determined that Jesusber n t o be | s
Saviour. Before His public manifestation, John prepared His ways prgachin

the baptism of penance to all the people of Israel. John himself, when the
Jewi sh authorities asked him who he w

thensal as well: 6But among you there |
is the One whom | told you s come after me, who has been made before
me, whosesandalt rap | am not worthy to | oos

5 Now then, my worthy brethrehg desc
fear God, listen: to you as well has the announcement of salvation been sent
by the Lord &sus, Whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem and their spiritual
leaders, not wishing to acknowledge as the Messias sent, despite the fact that
He was foretold in theProphets whose texts all read on Saturdays,
condemned to death, as was also foretold woulgbbapand not finding in
Him any just cause to condemn Him, nevertheless petitioned Pontius Pilate
that His life be taken. And when all the things written about Efoncerning
His shameful Passion and Death were fulfilled, He was taken down from the
Cross ad laid in a sepulchre. But thereupon He, by virtue of His Divine
Power, rose from the dead on the third day, and for many days appeared to
those who had come witHim from Galilee to Jerusalem, and who until the
present day are giving testimony to Hinthe people. We, then, announce
to you the fulfilment of the promise made to our fathers Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, which God the Father has certainly fulfilledtbg Passion, Death
and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, His Divine Son, as is written in the Book
of Henoch. This Jesus Christ rose from among the dead without knowing
corruption, as was prophesied as well by David in his Psalms in these words:
0 Yo u Jveade My Sou in heavenly glory long separated from My Body;
nor will You permit the Bodyoovyur Hol y One t o see cor
then, well known to you, worthy brethren, that through this Jesus Christ you



are offered the remission of your singlaf all that you could not be justified
by Mosesd6 Law; since whizeéane putsblisl | ev e
divine teaching into practice, shall be justified. Therefore, take care that
what the Prophet Habacuc proplessi ed t
not happen to you as well: O0Take a |
they harass eachther. However, be filled with astonishment and terror!
Because in your days something much more terrible shall come to pass in
this land of Israel, which will & hard to believe when recounted
afterwards. 60

6. Such was the impression caused in many @fGbdfearing jews and
proselytes who heard the doctrine taught by Paul that, as he left the
synagogue with Barnabas, they asked him to speak to them agairxthe ne
Saturday, and including followed them both. Some were converted and
baptized that same dayhom Paul and Barnabas exhorted to persevere in
the Grace of God through the practice of the virtues of the Gospel Law.

7. The following Saturday,Stof Februay that year 42, almost the entire
town of Antioch of Pisidia came to the synagogue to heawthd of God
taught by Apostle Paul. While he spoke inside with great enthusiasm, many
also listened to him from outside the synagogue. The multitudinous
gatherjg and Paul 6s preaching so exasper
they began furiously to aradict the Gospel teaching, hurling abuse at the
two Apostles and uttering blasphemies against Christ; this having been
planned beforehand by those perfidioysagogue chiefs not in agreement
with Paul s and Barnabasos rpwitlke sence
inexpressible firmness told therfn:l t pertains first to vy
Word of God, but as you reject it and thus become unworthy of eternal life,
from now on we shall preach more chiefly to the Gentiles. Because the Lord
soordered mewhdde t ol d me: 61 have set you
so that you be an instrument Omf sal v
hearing this many of the Gelats assembled there were overjoyed and
glorified the word of God accepting the Gospel FaithefBupon, at the
rejection of Christdés doctrine by th
reception by the Gentile people, from then on Paul and Barnabas, tthaimg
stay in Antioch of Pisidia, dedicated themselves almost exclusively to
preaching the (8pel to the Gentiles, not only to those of the town, but also
to those from the entire region of Pisidia and other nearby regions; since from
different partsthex ame t o Anti och of Pisidia t
teaching, with great fruits of conversiamany being cured of their illnesses.
The word of the Lord spread, then, through the whole region of Pisidia.

8. While Paul and Barnabas continued preachingstbepel in Antioch of
Pisidia, there took place the translation of the Apostolic See of thecich
by Pope Peter from Antioch of Syria to Rome.



Book 1l
From the translation to Rome of the Apostolic See from Antioch of Syria
until the Transgt of the Most Holy Virgin Mary

Chapter |
Christ orders Peter to translate the Apostolic See frontdARboeh. of Syria
Apostolic journey of Peter with destination Rome. Peter and his retinue visit the Vi
Ephesus

1. On the i of May in the year 42, that is, one day after completing a year
from the establishment of the Cathedra of the Church in Ambd&yria by
Pope Peter, while Peter was at prayer Our Lord Jesud @bpisared to him
ordering him to translate the Cathedra of the Church to Rome. Pope Peter,
desirous of complying promptly with the divine command, chose twenty
four disciples from amug the members of his Curia and other friars resident
in Antioch of Syra, among whom were Linus, Cletus, Clement, Simon of
Cyrene, Lucius of Cyrene, Chusa Menahem and Gerontius, leaving the
numerous Antioch of Syria community in charge of Bishop Evodiustive
of this city, one of the first converts there, on whom Petdrdoaferred the
Diaconate, Presbyterate and Episcopate, leaving some Priests and Deacons
with him as well.

2. The following day, % of May, Peter and his twenfgur strong retinue
went to the nearby port of Seleucia, where they boarded a ship bound for
Myra of Lycia in presentlay Turkey. As Peter wished to visit the Most Holy
Virgin Mary before going to Rome, he accordingly continued his journey by

ship to Ephesus, arriving at thisycon the 130 of May in the year 42. The

j oy that ov e hearhoa findiregdimgeléaganrinhe presence

of the Queen of Heaven and Earth was such that, moved by an irresistible
inner impulse and with abundant tears, he knelt at the immadatktof the
Divine Lady, kissing them with indescribable love and vatien, at the

same time asking Her blessing. This gesture of the Pope so consoled the
Immaculate Heart of the Most Sweet Mother that She, with Her divine hands,
raised Peter from thground, embraced him with indescribable maternal
tenderness and then khdown before him asking him to bless Her. Peter
and his twentyfour companions stayed fifteen days in Ephesus. He made
use of this time to consult the Most Holy Virgin Mary on diffier questions
relating to the government of the Church, and entreateddtiea greater
clarification on some mysteries of the Faith. Furthermore, he visited the
Christian communities in the city and other adjoining places, with the
consequent fortificatio in the Faith of those children of the Church. Many
too were the convesions Peter gained with his Papal Magisterium,
accompanied at times by miracl es. Po|
for him an efficacious preparation for his future establishmeRbdme, since

his soul was greatly fortified and comforted by beingetber with the



Mother of the Church, receiving as well great consolation from Her sisters,
Mary Cleophas and Mary Salome, as also from Apostle John. While the Pope
remained in Ephesushe Divine Mary disclosed to him the advisability of
celebrating a send Council in the near future; since it was well to secure
the doctrine and discipline of the Church ever further, at the prospect of
constantly increasing numbers of faithful. Besidghe guaranteed Peter that
She would also be present at the futurer@duto help him in that laborious
task.

3. The mystery that in Godobés plan Ro
See of the Church and centre of universal Catholicism, was dugantiears
to the following principal reasons: many jewish communitiestegli in
Rome, and it was most convenient that the Church of Christ base her cathedra
there to give those numerous adherents of judaism the opportunity of
conversion; Rome was also tleentre of paganism, and it was very
appropriate to establish the Catheddf the Church there with the aim of
giving a greater impulse to the evangelization of the Gentiles, and from there
Christian civilization be spread more effectively throughout then&o
empireds provinces. Geographiotal | vy,
world, with communications by important land and sea routes, which
enormously facilitated the propagation of Christianity. Furthermore, it was
i n Godos pl an t hRome yieldte theireegistible ingpotsei r e o
of the Holy Empire of the Chur¢land in this way evidence that the baneful
power of Satan submitted to the supernatural and vivifying power of Divine
Grace. The proof of this we have in that while the primitive paga
civilization of Rome and its provinces succumbed victim of its own
corruption, Christian civilization, glorious and majestic, was established
upon the ruins of that decadent and destructive paganism of ancient Rome.
Il n short, whil e oGsh theGhurdhs$le fbunded lasikepht e S
herself invincible and indestrubte, all other powers opposed to Her have
necessarily succumbed, and will succumb, before the infinite power of God,
by virtue of which solely and exclusively the Truth will shineHort

Chapter Il
Peter and his retinue leave Eph&sast Roped s apost ol ate i n
Peter arrives at Rome with his ret.i

1. On the 3t of May in that year 42, Pope Peter, with his retinue of
twenty-four, after receiving the maternal blessing of the MostyHbtgin
Mary, left Ephesus by ship sailing for Corinth, arriving as ity on the

of June and remaining there until thél 2ffecting a great apostolate with
fruits of conversion. Then from Corinth he embarked for the Sicilian port of

Syracuse, @iving there on the 20 of June in the same year, remaining in
this town for three days, which the Pope used to spread the evangelical light.
Finally, from Sicily they headed for the port of Ostia, arriving at Rome on



the 28 of June in the year 42, thiate on which the translation of the
Cathedra and the establishmentie Apostolic See of the Church in Rome
took place. At that time Emperor Claudius ruled in the Roman empire.

2. At his arrival in Rome, Peter found some Christian communities of
Jewishand Gentile origin who had embraced the Faith of Christ for having
beenpresent at Pentecost in the Cenacle of Jerusalem. Among the Christians
Peter met on his arrival were Aquila and his wife Priscilla, of Jewish origin,
who lived on one of the hills dad the Aventine. It was at their home that
Pope Peter stayed most freqtly, since its greater capacity allowed many
faithful to assemble there for worship. The fact that Peter established the
Cathedra of the Church in Rome did not imply that he wasyalwethe city;
since he was frequently absent from the city of therséiés owing to his
untiring and unrelenting apostolic mission in the different nations of the
thenknown world; so that the glorious sandals of Pope Peter blessed, with
their firm tread, all the nations where Christian communities existed. He was
eminenly a travelling Pope, with a very intense apostolate, and continuous
preaching everywhere. He did not need to write many letters; he preached
resolutely far and wide. Thus it is notastge that the very courteous Apostle
Paul, so given to sending greetindoes not greet Apostle Peter in his Letter
to the Romans; since Paul knew that at the time Peter was absent fulfilling a
great apostolic mission in different parts of the known gorl

Chapter I

Paul 0s and B a rinthe kegiondos Pisfdia, t.ycaomia, Rammhyia amd
other places in Turkey.

Persecutions and trials. Conversion of Timothy and Titus

1. While Pope Peter made the long journey from Antioch of Syria to Rome
and established there the Cathedra ofGharch, Paul and Barnabas stayed
on in Antioch of Pisidia, consolidating the Christeommunity just founded
there. The jews, however, seeing that Christianity made ever greater progress
in Antioch of Pisidia, planned some way to rid themselves of Palil an
Barnabas; and to do so made use of some women with certain prestige in the
town fortheir high social standing and scrupulous practice of judaism, which
accredited them before the people as virtuous. As these women, moreover,
were married to men in civduthority, they exerted strong influence on their
husbands to do away with Paul, deeg him the more dangerous. The two
Apostles, then, were arrested and imprisoned, though Paul was more cruelly
treated and received from the jews forty lashes less oater,Lthe
authorities, seeing that it was not convenient to kill the two Apostless si
their prestige extended even beyond the city, lidnikeemselves to throwing

them out. Before departing, however, which was on tf@ df3July in the
year 42, Paul ahBarnabas shook the dust off their feet against them, and set
off for the town of lonium. By the heroic example of the two Apostles, the



faithful of the Christian community in Antioch of Pisidia were edified in such
a fashion that their souls overflowetth heavenly consolation and fortitude,
thanks to the joy infused into them by thel{HGhost.

2. On the 181 of July in the year 42, Paul and Barnabas arrived at the town
of lconium in Lycaonia, where they carried out a great apostolate, replete as
well with no little opposition. Both Apostles announced the Gospel to the
jews congregateith the synagogue, and also to the Gentiles in different parts
of the town. By their preaching they converted a good number of Jews and
Greekspeaking proselytes of judais and Gentiles. But the jews who
remained incredulous incited and stirred the Gestiip against Paul,
Barnabas and the converts. Despite these adversities, both Apostles stayed
on in the town of Iconium for quite some time, labouring full of confidence
in the Lord, who by prodigies and miracles confirmed the truth of the
doctrine they peached. Thereupon the populace of the town divided into two
bands, some on the side of the jews, and others on the side of the Apostles.
These dissensions were broughtitbead by a massive tumult of jews and
gentiles, induced and guided by their respeckeaders, with the intention
of ill-treating the two Apostles and stoning them to death; but having

knowledge of this the Apostles fled the town on th&l28 Septembein the
same year 42, with the object of freeing themselves from the evils menacing
them. On the occasion of this apostolic mission in Iconium, Paul converted
to Christianity a woman of Gentile origin who was later to become the martyr
Saint Thecla.

3. From the town of Iconium Paul and Barnabas fled to the town of Lystra,
also in the reg@in of Lycaonia. In Lystra there was a man crippled from birth.

On the 24 of September in that same year, when this cripple was listening

to Paul 06s s e fixngms,gaze upa hikh and isvatdlg sensing

that the cripple had faith that he woldd cured, said to him in a loud voice:

AAri se, and sthainvaidimmpedigdyrstaod gpranddegan

to walk. When the crowd saw what Paul had done, atkiair voices, they

said of the Apostles in the Lycaonian tongieGods i n thavenan f o
c o me d o wnandtgave Basnabas the name of Jupiter, and Paul,
Mercury, because he it was who spoke. Moreover, the priest of Jupiter,
whose temple stood at tkatrance to the town, bringing bulls bedecked with
garlands, followed by the people, mtad to offer the animals in sacrifice to

Paul and Barnabas. When they heard this, rending their garments they rushed

out amid the people, and Paul crying out told therwh at ar e you d
We too are mortal men like you. And we preach to you so thatbandon

this profane worship and be converted to the living God who created heaven,
earth, sea and all contained in them. Despite the fact that you, the Gentiles,

have ived in corruption and idolatry, He has never ceased to give testimony

to Who He is, l®owing benefits from heaven, sending rain and good



weather for the harvests, giving you an abundance of provisions and filling
your hearts wMett dven gdy@ duche thirsys, dhey had
considerable difficulty in convincing the people not to offeam sacrifices.

4. In Lystra Paul came to know a Jewish family consisting of an elderly
| ady call ed Loi da, her daughter Euni
youth of fifteen, son of a Gentile father deceased some time previously. The
two women nobnly welcomed Paul and Barnabas, but were also converted
to the Faith of the Gospel, being baptized; thus constituting the first Christian
community of the town.

5. On Thursday the 2 of January in the year 43, when the two Apostles
were in Lystra of Lyaonia, some jews from Antioch of Pisidia and Iconium
came to the town and, having won over the populace, stoned Paul; doing so
with such cruelty that his enemies dragbed outside the town and left him
for dead. Apostle Barnabas and the other Christiginflil went out to where
Paul lay and, on seeing him, believed he was dead; but he, finding himself
miraculously cured, went with them to the home of Eunice and Laiu#;
the following day the two Apostles left for the town of Derbe. After they had
left, the two women Loida and Eunice won young Timothy over to the Faith
of Christ, and he was baptized.

6. Paul and Barnabas remained in Derbe until tiédfMay in thatsame
year 43, time which they made use of to preach the Gospel intensely, with
abundanfruits of conversion. Before leaving the town Paul ordained several
Priests and consecrated a Bishop, leaving them in charge of the Christian
community, to continue thapostolic mission begun by him. After their

mission in Derbe, on the #Yof May in the same year 43, Paul and Barnabas
again headed for Lystra, where Paul had been stoned months previously.
From Lystra they went once more to Iconium and, after passioggh

other parts of Lycaonian territory, headed for Antioch of Pisidia. In the new
visits made by both Apostles to these last three towns, they confirmed the
hearts of the Christians further in the Gospel, exhorting them to persevere in
the Faith, sayingp them, moreover,thitwe must needs enter
of God by wa ylnAnfiochhn&Prsigia Raul hbeeameacquainted
with a youth of Gentile origin named Titus; who, embracing the Faith, was
baptized; and then joined the two Apostles agirtjourney, after Paul had
conferred upon him the Diaconate, Presbyterate and Eptscdpd._ystra,
Iconium and Antioch of Pisidia Paul also left a Bishop and several Priests in
charge of the Christian communities.

7. On the 2% of October in the year34 Paul and Barnabas, accompanied
by Titus, left Antioch; and crossing the region dfiflia, entered Pamphylia
and preached the Gospel in Perga. As it was an important centre of paganism,
Paul and Barnabas had not tarried when passing through in Jahtlaey o
year 42; so now they busied themselves there, accomplishing a great



apostolate witch was most fruitful, despite the many difficulties that arose
for preaching the Gospel from the famous pagan temple there dedicated to
the idol Artemisa. Apostle Pauhccompanied by Barnabas and Titus,

remained in Perga of Pamphylia until théM@& January in the year 44; from
where the three afterwards went to Attalia, preaching the Gospel there until

the 26N of May in the same year. In this last town, as in PePgal left a
Bishop and several Priests in charge of the new Christian communities.

Chapter IV
Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch of Syria. Fruitful apostolate during the jour

1. On the 2t of May in the year 44, Paul and Barnabascompanied by
Titus, left the city of Attalia for the Cypriot port of Paphos, where they
remained about twenty days. Here they strengthened the existirsgiabhr
communities further in the Faith, reorganizing them and giving them a new
apostolic impule; accordingly Paul placed a Bishop and several Priests in
charge of that diocese. Afterwards he did the same in the town of Salamis.
From this port Paul ands$itwo companions left by ship bound for Seleucia,

arriving in Antioch of Syria on the #8of August in the same year 44.

2. Once in the city of Antioch of Syria, Paul assembled the clerics and
faithful of that Christian community, and informed them d¢fred had done
on his long journey, and how he had converted many Gentiles to the Faith of
Christ.

Chapter V
Disputes about the necessity or otherwise of circumcision. Convocation of a fresh
be celebrated in Jerusalem

1. Itis well to recall that Pope Peter, during his stay in Jerusalem, had made
the obligation quite clear, both to James the Less and tsatiith judaizing
tendencies, of preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles too without requiring
themto be circumcised. After Peter had left, however, new disciples came,
converted from judaism, who maintained an attitude in favour of
circumcision, not only oGentiles, but also of uncircumcised Jews, without
James the Less giving this due importance.|&\his true that the Apostle
was in favour of Christians of Jewish origin conserving the outward sign of
their race, so that he permitted them to practiseccu mci si on, t he /
attitude did not in any way imply that he believed and taught thatitéis
was necessary for salvation. Nevertheless, certain Christians with judaizing
tendencies interpreted James the Les:
andso even came to believe that he was in favour of the rite of circumcision
being necessary for lsation.

2. It came to pass that many days after Paul, with Barnabas and Titus, had
returned to Antioch of Syria, and this news had reached Jerusalem, James
the Less sent some disciple friars from the Cenacle cloister to fetch the



donations that Paul andaBiabas &d brought from other places. As among

those coming from Jerusalem were some of the aforementioned disciples

who favoured circumcision, they published among the members of the
Christian community in Antioch of Syria the necessity of this rite for
salvationsayingn | f you are not <circumci sed ac
y ou ¢ anno tgivibgeto usderstend as;well that this was also the

view of James the Less. Paul and Barnabas radically opposed the opinion of
these disciples, disputingithy themwithout being able to convince them.

3. Despite the preaching of Pope Peter and of the other Apostles and
Bishops that the rite of circumcision was now inefficacious, having been
abolished by the Sacrament of Baptism, and that other preceptssaidVio
law, principally those of worship, had also been abolished at the institution
of the Holy Sacrifice of Mass and, in general, by the Gospel Law itself,
nevertheless, no few Jews from the pharisee sect who were being converted
to Christianity remainedanvincedof the need for circumcision and the
above ceremonies of Mosaic law in order to be saved; accordingly, they
required Christians of Gentile origin and uncircumcised Jews to be
circumcised, and to observe the ceremonies of Mosaic law. This reqatreme
did na come, then, either from Pope Peter, or from James the Less or the
other Apostles. It was certainly true that in the first days of his Papacy, Pope
Peter, and James the Less as well, had certain judaizing tendencies, this being
widely known; andberhapshose who required uncircumcised Christians to
be circumcised based themselves on this.

4. The Most Holy Virgin Mary, who was in Ephesus with Apostle John,
aware of the doctrinal controversy between the two groups concerning the
rite of circumcisim, prayedintensely to Her Divine Son to clarify the
doctrine in obfuscated minds, so that the question might at last be settled in
Holy Mother Church. Christ, to comply with the desires of His Divine
Mother, ordered that She Herself communicate to Pofer Bed he other
Apostles the need to celebrate the fresh Council that She had previously

recommended to him. Therefore, on thé & September that same year 44,

She appeared first to Peter, who was in Rome, to tell him that he should make
his way to Jausalem ad there convoke the Second Council of the Church,
advising him that She would appear to the other Apostles as well to make the
event known to them, so that all might be present. Jerusalem had been chosen
as the venue for the Council because iswae ciy with most judaizing
tendencies among the Christians, being the centre of the apostate jewish
church. Once the twelve Apostl es wer e
His Divine Mother, they started out on the journey to Jerusalem from the
regective ountries in which they found themselves. Regarding Apostle
Paul, however, on being notified by the Most Holy Virgin Mary of the
forthcoming gathering of the Council, he communicated this to the Christian
community at Antioch of Syria, at the saitm@e resdving that Barnabas,



Evodius and some others there should accompany him to Jerusalem, telling
them that Pope Peter, the rest of the Apostles, and other Bishops from
different dioceses, were to gather in Council to deal with those matters of

circuncision that were the object of dispute among some Christians.

Chapter Vi
Disastrous death of King Herod Agrippa I. Herod Agrippa Il succeeds his father 1
throne of Israel.
The Roman emperor institutes bicephalous government in Israel

1. As already stated, Herod Agrippa | also held under his crown the
province of Pbenicia @ Lebanon; though the Phoenician cities of Tyre and
Sidon possessed certain exemptions or privileges given to them previously
by Rome.

2. Following that 1# of April in the year 41 when Pope Peter was
miraculously delivered from prison by ArchadSaintMichael, impious
King Herod Agrippa | had moved his court from Jerusalem to Caesarea
Maritime, in the region of Samaria; since due to his inordinate servility to
Rome, his relations with the jews were becoming increasingly strained,
despite the fet that le was a great defender of their traditions.

3. The Phoenician cities of Tyre and Sidon, though under the crown of King
Herod Agrippa I, were in the habit of causing him serious problems, basing
themselves on the ancient exemptions and privildggshad eceived from
the Roman empire; consequently Herod Agrippa, angry with them, not only
refused to send them provisions, but decided as well to use force to make
them submit, without listening further to the propositions of peace the
inhabitants of bth cities made to him. The residents of Tyre and Sidon, in
view of the inevitable disaster that would occur to them, bribed the master
of the royal chamber, Blastus by name, with the aim that he, by soliciting
peace in their name, might succeed in calmimgkinggs anger so tF
might not use force; and thus placated, supply them with provisions and other
means of subsistence, given the scanty production of those territories of
Phoenicia.

4. On the 1th of September in the year 44, date indicatedyhat for the
celebration of public feasts in Caesarea Maritime in honour of Jupiter, it
came to pass that during them King Herod Agrippa |, dressed in regal attire
and from a rostrum, delivered an extravagdiscourse to the people in
which, with blasphewus eloquence, he extolled the pagan gods, glorified
the Roman empire, and boasted about the achievements of his own reign.
Hence the populace, flattering and vain, carried away by the words of their
king, applauded himsayingi You s peak aws,atdhotlikeggaod vy ou
ma n !praise which the impious monarch received with great satisfaction,
making in addition a show of his pretended and false deity. This iniquitous
affront to Godo MarMidgstédisly, that Sherestdlvedtg u st e ¢



chastise himBut before proceeding with the chastisement, the Most Holy

Virgin Mary gave Herod several opportunities of conversion, which he
rejected with the greatest disdain. Thereupon the Divine Mary sent
ArchangelSaint Michael to Caesarea Maritime as Ministedigine justice,

to slay King Herod Agrippa | for having with vain conceit usurped the

honour due to God. That same day, th&118 September in the year 44,
Saint Michael wounded Herod internally with auksmelling ulcer, from
which immediately oozed da multitude of voracious worms, which in three
hours ended the perverse kingbs |I|ife
great panic to all; he thereby lost not only temporal honours, but was
eternally danned as well. Though the Most Holy Virgin Mary faréd and
wept over Herod Agrippa | 6s damnati o
Most High, thanking Him for the benefit which that chastisement had
brought to the Church, which had suffered greatly utiderreign of the
impious monarch.

5. At the deatlof Herod Agrippa |, he was succeeded on the throne of the
territory of Israel by his son Herod Agrippa Il, who lived in incest with his
sister Berenice.

6. In the year 52, eighth in the reign of Herod Agdpl, Roman emperor
Claudius established bicepbak government in Israel, whereby King Herod
Agrippa Il was head of civil power, and Roman procurator Felix head of
military power; with respect to religious affairs relating to the jews, both
heads actedyomutual consent. At the beginning of the montldwie in the
year 59, Felix ceased in his post as procurator of the territory of Israel, being

replaced by Portius Festus, who took up the post on tieof&une that
same year, with the same military aetigious authority as his predecessor.

Chapter Ml
The Virgin Mary, with her two sisters and Saint John, goes from Ephesus to Jerus
the new Council

The Di vi nxertioMauriggothe foer years and nine months She
dwelt in Ephesus were most fecund in conversions and religious vocations;
for, in addition to the Christian community becoming increasinglyemo
numerous, the Carmelite convents of friars and nuns nownhag disciples
and disciplesses. Before leaving Ephesus, Mary Most Holy spoke to the
members of both communities with the sweetest words to console them for
Her obligatory return to Jerusaleaxhorting them that in Her absence they
keep ever present thecirine they had received from Her and from Apostle
John, so that in this way they might continue to acknowledge Christ as Lord,
Master and Spouse of their souls, wholeheartedly loving anchgem.
Moreover, as Apostle John had consecrated three Bishng ordained
Priests, the Divine Mother insisted on the respect and veneration that the
ot her religious and the |l ay faithful



stayed there to care fdheir souls. After these considerations aiber
counsels, thdost Holy Virgin Mary, accompanied by Her two sisters and

John, left Ephesus on theth®f October that year 44, embarking for Joppe,

where they arrived on the #Pof November, as the voyadasted fifteen
days. From there they went on to Jerusalemyeatiey first visited the holy
places of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ, later to arrive at the

Cenacle on the 1B of that month of November in the year 44. Mary Most
Ho | y @ra prodeced indescribable emotion and delight in the heart of
Apostle James the Less, as likewise in the disciples and disciplesses and
other faithful of the Jerusalem community; all of whom did not cease to
glorify God for having again sent them the Que¢ Heaven and Earth to
serve as their Guide, fill them witmlgghtenment and console them in their
many toils and afflictions. Once at the Cenacle, She exhorted all to pray
earnestly for the happy outcome of the forthcoming Council; and in this way
they awaited the other Apostles and the rest of the Council Fativbrs

arrived at the Cenacle in Jerusalem between tHB 20d the 2% of
November.

Chapter VI
Apostolic journey of Pope Peter from Rome to Jerusalem. pbostlkes atsssionary A
go to Jerusalem.
Opening of the Second EcDowemaitalf the Church

1. To preside Ecumenical Council Il that was to be celebratetthan
Cenacle at Jerusalem, Pope Peter, accompanied by two Bishops and some

disciples, left Rome on the #5f September in that year 44, later embarking
for Sicily from the nearby port of Ostia. From there he went to the island of
Crete, where he remainéal some days preaching intensely, with abundant
fruits of conversion. From this island he sailed on & tf Cyprus; and after
briefly visiting some of the Christian communities, from the port of Salamis
he then departed for that of Seleucia, near &htaf Syria, where he arrived

on the % of November, Paul having already left the city on his way to
Jerwsalem. Peter remained ten days in Antioch of Syria, visiting the Christian

communities, and then left for Jerusalem, where he arrived on thef20
November that same year 44, After Pe
absent Apostles also arrived,likgwise the other Bishops who were to take
part in the Council.

2. Paul, with Barnabas, Titus and other disciples, had left Antioch of Syria
on the Blof November in the mentioned year 44. On the way to Jerusalem
he visited some of the Christian commuast fortifying them further in the
Faith by speaking to them of the many conversions obtained in his journey
through Cyprus and the towns of Asia MinFollowing this apostolate, Paul

and his companions arrived in Jerusalem on tHE @7November in the



year 44. By then, besides the Divine Mary and Peter, all the other Apostles
and the remaining Council Fathers were already at the Cenacle. Thid secon
visit of official character made by Paul to Jerusalem occurred four years after
his first official visitto Peter in this city, when he met the Pope for the first
time and received Holy Orders from him. Though between the two visits he
had made anothethis was merely in an unofficial capacity to bring
donations to Jerusalem. Apostle Paul, on his arrivdemisalem, brought
Peter and the other Apostles as well up to date respecting the evangelization
he had carried out among the Gentiles, intendingtiesPope and the others,

who had greater experience in the spirit of the Gospel, might clearly tell him
if he had acted i n accord with Chri st
rectify in his future apostolate.

3. When Pope Peter and the other Agssivere all in Jerusalem, the Jewish
converts in favour of circumcision insisted that Peter require this o
Christians of Gentile origin, and of the uncircumcised of Jewish origin;
furthermore, they put great pressure on the Pope to have circumcised, among
others, the convert Titus, Gentile of origin, who had accompanied Paul to
Jerusalem. But Pope Peter emically opposed these intents. By this could
be seen the urgent need of some council canons to settle definitively the
guestion of the controversiglubject of circumcision, and other doctrinal
points.

4. In the Jerusalem Cenacle, on thé'3f Novemberthat year 44, Pope
Peter, in the presence of the Divine Mary and of all the Council Fathers,
declared open Ecumenical Council Il of the Church, comgpad thirty-six
Council Fathers, namely: Pope Peter, the other eleven Apostles and a further
twenty-four Bishops. After nine days of intense prayer and preparation, since

that month of November had thirgne days, on thellof December in the

year44,ani versary of Maryds I mmacul ate (
and was to last eighteen days.
Chapter IX

Progress of Jerusalem Council Il and its closure. Doctrinal and disciplinary matter:
at the Councill

1. In the Second dumenical Council of Jerusalem, not only were the
subjects of the abolition of circumcision and of levitical ceremonies dealt
with, but other doctrinamatters too were debated and decided.

2. By the dispositions of Jerusalem Council Il the following iridtd
doctrines already taught by Peter were established in a more solemn manner:
the Sacrament of Baptism is the sole means of entering the Ch@bhiif
the Holy Sacrifice of Mass is the sole sacrifice which is agreeable to God
and saves and sanotii man; and the Deific Body and Blood of Christ are
the true viands of eternal life. Given that some Christians of Jewish origin
continued to be inflenced by the Law of Moses regarding Saturday



observance, Jerusalem Council 1l solemnly decreed as weihfidlgble
doctrine already taught by Peter, tha
which had been abolished; furthermore, those who believéaught that
observance of the jewish Saturday was necessary for salvation were
anathematized. Though Jsalem Council Il anathematised those who
believed or taught that circumcision and levitical ceremonies were necessary
for salvation, given that themere Christians with judaizing tendencies who
continued to hold them as valid, notwithstanding, this Cibdietnot trouble

to issue a decree forbidding Christians come from judaism to practise
circumcision or to assist at levitical ceremonies, provitieg tlid not do so

for religious motives or believe them necessary for salvation; besides, the
Christian fathful, with very rare exceptions, went neither to the jewish
temple of Jerusalem nor to the synagogues.

Chapter X
Solemn closurerao§dlem Council Il

1. Discussion of the questions deaith at the Second Jerusalem Council
was painstaking and laborious; and despite being definitively settled that
circumcision was not only unnecessary gatvation, but that as a religious
rite it openly opposed Evangelical Law, some of the Council Fathers
nevertheless, converts from the pharisee sect, continued insisting before the
other Council Fathers that circumcision be demanded of the Gentiles and as
well of the uncircumcised of Jewish origin.

2. That, then, is the reason why, on th&128 Decembein that year 44,
at the solemn closure of the Second Ecumenical Council of Jerusalem, Pope
Peter paternally admonished the obstinate in his magisterrabs, which,
as chief authority, he addressed to the other Council Fathers, sayihg:
brethren, youknow that Christ ordered the Gospel to be preached to all
creatures; and that | was chosen by Him, among the other Apostles, as
Supreme Authority, withhé aim that the word of the Gospel might be heard
more principally from my lips, not only by the Jelst by the Gentiles as
well, so that they too might have the opportunity to believe. Despite the
Divine command, however, there has been certain resstan the
evangelization of the Gentiles by some of our own of Jewish origin, and |
myself as well wamdecisive at this attitude. God, who knows hearts, gave
testimony in favour of the evangelization of the Gentiles, causing the Holy
Ghost visibly to dend upon Christians come from gentiledom, in Caesarea
Maritime, just as previously He descended upsernn this place where we
are now. So God in nowise distinguished between us and them, confirming
their hearts in the Faith. Now then, why do you try Gaekiring to place
around the necks of the Gentiles and others uncircumcised the yoke of
circumcision,which is not only unnecessary now, but is as well opposed to
our Faith? For we, of Jewish origin, like they, of Gentile origin, believe we



canonlybesaed by the Grace of PdePeterLor d .
therefore, in his Council discourse to all the assembled Fathers, disclosed
that he already held and infallibly taught the doctrine issued by the Council;
and that therefore neither those come fromtiggelom nor anyone else could
be compelledo circumcision in order to become members of the Church
founded by Our Lord Jesus Christ. At the end of his sermon Pope Peter
anathematized all those who might believe or teach that circumcision was
necessaryfio sal vati on. Pet eriteus apmavalsf r ec e
all those present, which they manifested by an explosion of enthusiasm, and
from then on, among the assembled Council Fathers, contentious
commentaries on the subjects of circumcision and Mosaremonies
ceased.

3. Next, Paul and Barnab confirmed what Peter had just taught by relating
the great signs and prodigies worked by God during the apostolate of them
both to the Gentiles. When the two Apostles had finished speaking James the
Less intevened, principally because he was Bishophat diocese, See of
the Council; and also because, given his judaizing tendencies known to
many, it was necessary to make quite clear that this Apostle not only humbly
submitted to the dispositions of the Countout also defended them as truths
revealedoy the Holy Ghost. So James the Lesssaitte ar me, my br e
Peter, as chief authority in the Church, has told you how God prodigiously
manifested Himself as well to Christians come from the Gentiles saGse
Maritime, to choose from amongtherp@& opl e consecrated t
So that it might be seen how this providence over the Gentile people was
already foretold in Scripture, Apostle James the Less mentioned the
following words spoken by God to throphet Amosi | n t hat t i me
restore he Tabernacle of David which will have fallen to the ground, and
rebuild what was destroyed, setting it up again as it was before, and My
Name shal | Then the Apostié eéspired by the Holy Ghost,
adked:n And He sai d t hi aswellomightbegk God dnd ot h e
He be invokedThysaladacoatdiomg. ©o Amos:
by James the Less, after the apostasy of the Jewish people, God was to
rebuild His Church over the ruins &g former one, institute a new worship,
Holy Mass, and give entry into the sheepfold of salvation to the Gentiles as
well.

4. Apostle James the Less continued, saying:he di vi ne pl an
salvation of the Gentiles was ever envisaged by God from exthisf;
therefore | adjudge that the Gensleonverted to God should not be troubled
by requiring circumcision of them, but that they should indeed refrain from
idolatrous worship, from eating things offered to idols, from ritual
prostitution, from eatinghe meat of strangled animals, and from fxoming
animal blood. For Moses, from olden times, in each town placed lectors who
recall these precepts, readi nThatt hem i



is, Gentiles were not required to be circumcised esndition for entering
the Christian Churghthough they were required to renounce their idolatrous
cults, abstain from eating things offered to idols, as well as from ritual

prostitution, as all such abominat.i

Imposed a the Gentiles too was abstention from egatime meat of animals
killed without shedding of blood, that is, strangled meat, and animal blood,
since observance of these two precepts of Mosaic law was necessary for
peaceful coexistence between Christiagendy come from gentiledom and
from judaism since for the latter such foods were considered abominable,
given their deephlrooted jewish tradition; for the jewish synagogues,
moreover, continued to teach the obligation of observing them, which made
it still more difficult for Christians recently ane from judaism not to
observe the precepts of blood and of strangled meat. Though Christians
converted from judaism, with very rare exceptions, did not go to the
synagogues, they still continued to be greafijpenced by the teaching they
had lately reeived there; from which in time they freed themselves.

5. Pope Peter then decided, with the other Apostles and Bishops assembled
in Council, to choose some persons from among them, and send them with
Paul and Bemabas to the Christian communities in Achoof Syria; thus
they designated Judas Barsabas and Silas, for being leading men among
them. Here, then, is the letter given to Paul and his companions to be taken
to the Christians of Gentile origin in Antioatf Syria and other places:
APope P etheeApopstles, Ane the Bishops assembled in Council: to
our brethren converted from gentiledom who are in Antioch, in Syria and in
Cilicia: Dearly beloved, as we know that some of our own went there of their
ownaccord to alarm you with their discoursesdaperturb your consciences
with requirements not imposed by the authority of the Church, those of us
assembled here in Council have unanimously resolved, with the approval of
Pope Peter, to choose some persand send them with our beloved Paul
and Barndas, Apostles who have ventured their lives for the Name of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. With them we send Judas Barsabas and Silas, who will
tell you the same orally. We communicate to you, then, that the Holy Ghost
has enlightened the Fathers of this Courdilected by the authority of Pope
Peter, that by no means is circumcision to be required of you, but that you
do indeed abstain from idolatrous worship, from eating things offered to
idols, from ritual prostitutn, from eating the meat of strangled animal
and from consuming animal blood; from all of this you have the duty to
abstain, May GGod respeetedwhe tistiplipaoywaccards of
the Council Fathers forbidding the faithful of the Church tostiangled
meat and animal blood, as commaddby Mosaic law. By this prohibition it
was made quite clear that James the
mark on Jerusalem Council Il. This should have been avoided by Pope Peter

C

L

and the other Coundrathers, since to impose on the faithtuf Chr i st 0 s



Church the jewish observance of not eating strangled meat and animal blood
could have created confusion in no few that animal blood possessed a certain
sacred and expiatory character, when it is estekly the Deific Blood of
Christ that rede®ms and purifies us of our sins.

6. The decisions taken at Jerusalem Council Il, both in dogmatic doctrinal
as well as in disciplinary matters, were immediately recorded in acts on the

day of its closure, that isn the 280 of December in the year 44. Cepiof

them were then made for the different dioceses. Once Pope Peter and the
other Fathers gathered in Jerusalem Council Il had finished drafting the
Council acts, they were publicly read before the religious lay faithful
congregated for the purposethe hall of the Cenacle. The reading of these
decrees ended, the Holy Ghost, in a visible manner and in the form of tongues
of fire, descended upon Peter and the other Council Fathers, confirming in
this way tlke labour of the Council, pouring out specigdaces and
consolations upon all those present. The Most Holy Virgin Mary, who during
the sessions of Jerusalem Council Il had been praying unceasingly in the
chapel of the Cenacle for its happy outcome, was @lesent at the public

reading of the acthat same day, Monday thetP®f December in the year
44, and gave thanks to the Lord for the benefit the Church had received from
the Council.

Chapter XI
Paul and Barnabas leave Jerusdilech fafr @yria. The missionary Apmtbibes and
Council Fathers leave for
their corresponding destinations. P e
Syria, and from there on to Rome.
The Divine Mary stays on in Jerusalem unsl Asughgion into Heaven

Jerusalem Council Il over, Peter and the other Council Fathers began
returning to their different missions. The first to do so was Apostle Paul,
accompanied byApostle Barnabas, Judas Barsabas and Bkfre their
departure, Pope Peter as well as Apostles James the Less and John cordially
bid farewell to Apostles Paul and Barnabas for them to continue evangelizing
the Gentiles, mission previously entrustediiem by the Pope himself; for
as God had meed Peter to dedicate himself more especially to evangelize
the Jews and they not lack the opportunity of salvation, He had also moved
Paul to dedicate himself principally to the Gentiles, as they too were called

to the Kingdom of God. On thétof Januay in the year 45, Paul, Barnabas

and the others accompanying him left the Jerusalem Cenacle and headed for
Antioch of Syria. Departing as well on following days for their different
missions were Apostles Andrewhilip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas,
Thaddeis, Simon and Matthias, as well as the other Council Fathers. Pope
Peter, who was the last to start out on his journey, left Jerusalem for Antioch

of Syria on the 1% of January in that year 45, so as to retafter a long



apostolic journey, to his Aptaic See at Rome. All returned to their

mi ssions greatly comforted by the Co
advice they had received from the Divine Mary; who, ever in the company

of Her two sisters Mary @bphas and Mary Salome, and of Apostle John,

now stayed on in Jerusalem where, years later, Her Gentle Dormition and
Assumption into Heaven would take place.

Chapter XlI
Paul I n Antioch of Syr publicly aBneohishes®eater s o |
in this city

1. On the 18 of January in that year 45, Paul, accompanied by Barnabas,
Judas Barsabas and Silas,\ad in Antioch of Syria. On his arrival Paul
summoned the different Christian communities of that region; who, when
they learned that the Apostle of the Gentiles e, sent their
corresponding delegates to Antioch of Syria with the object of recdivang
Council letter and each taking a copy to his respective community. Before
Paul handed the letter over to them, he publicly read it out to those
congregated ther@nd brought them up to date with the other dispositions of
the Council. Following the reauy, the Holy Ghost, in the form of Tongues
of Fire, visibly manifested Himself upon those gathered there. Moreover, as
Judas Barsabas and Silas were prophets, thiaporated as well with their
prophecies, to the consolation of many, consolidating thether in the
Faith. Those who came as representatives of the different Christian
communities remained for some time with Paul, who later sent them off in
peace backo their respective communities. When Judas Barsabas and Silas
had been in Antioch of S for some time, Paul gave both disciples leave
to go in peace to Jerusalem. Whereas Judas Barsabas returned alone to
Jerusalem, Silas thought it better to remaithwPaul and Barnabas in
Antioch of Syria; and they, with many others, taught and preatieegord
of God.

2. On the 3th of January, Pope Peter accompanied by his retinue arrived
in Antioch of Syria, where Paul, Barnabas and Silas were to be found. All
the Christians of the city and nearby communities were highly delighted and
consoled at th® oped0s new Vvi sit, especially
Gentiles, owing to the consoling Letter of the Council, by which they were
delivered from the prejudices thab few Christians of Jewish origin
manifested against them. But their peace and happiersssoon perturbed
by Peterds somewhat strange conduct.
in company with all the faithful equally without distinction of race,
gradually, dissembling, he began to withdraw from dealings with those of
Gentile origin, inceasing yet further his intimacy with those of Jewish
origin; who sided with Peterds wunde
induced by them.



3. The r e a slamentabl® condiRtewas thedfsllowing: some
Christians come from judaism, principally frahe pharisee sect, who lived
together with James the Less in Jerusalem, though they had outwardly
mani fested their compl acency est t he
inwardly did not really admit that Gentiles should be exempted from
circumcision. Theiblind obstinacy was such that they brought pressure to
bear on James the Less to act with caution in dealing with Christians come
from gentiledom, so as not to dispse those of Jewish origin. They so
influenced the Apostle that, while Pope Peter wainitioch of Syria, James
the Less sent to that city a commission made up of friars and lay faithful for
that same purpose. Peter, in turn, instead of reacting relsoligt himself
be influenced by those unsound aims; so that he lessened his familiar
dedings with Christians come from gentiledom and increased them with
Christians of Jewish origin. This beh
minds of Christians @ame from gentiledom, seeing that as uncircumcised
they were treated with less considemtithan the rest, thereby feeling as
t hough obliged to be circumci sed.
discriminatory conduct was becoming ever more pronounced, thowagle a
that Peter acted out of human respect and not in bad faith, he had no choice

but to almonish him, which he did publicly on thettbf February in that

year 45, sayingi | f y ou, who are Jewish by bi
bound by the observanoéjewish law, and therefore think in the manner of

a Gentile convert, and not as a jewhwby your bad example do you lead

the Gentile converts to belieau that
t hen, repri manded Pet eondusthedbeledshismbl i n-
interior convictions as Pope, violated the rights of part of thehaumd put

the Faith in danger. Though Peterds
reproach, however, it did not affect his papal infallibility, as he had no
intention whatsoever of inducing anyone to error, rather he acted out of
excessive condescensionverds Christians of Jewish origin; and as was by

now customary in him, realizing the harm he had done, he rectified
immediately, publicly asking pardon with abundaears. Barnabas and

others who had gone along with the same faults did likewise.

Chapter Xl
Peter continues his apostolic journey. Great apostolate of Peter on his journey |
arriving in Rome
Following the refered incident in which Paul admonished Peter, the Pope

left Antioch of Syria for the north of Asia Minor on thetl#f February in

the same year 45. Entering theiteny of Cappadocia, today central Turkey,

he remained there about four months. He thead&é further north,
traversing the maritime region of Pontus, beside the Black Sea, employing
some three months in that task. He then preached the Gospel in thefnorth



Galatia, establishing the centre of his evangelization in the town of Ancyra
(today Arkara). In the two months he remained in this region as in the other
places, the seed of the Gospel was copiously scattered, Christianity
proliferating greatly. From Akara Peter headed for the province of Bithynia;
here, though he established his residendbke city of Nicea, his longing to
propagate Christianity moved him to traverse the whole province, visiting as
well the towns of Nicomedia and Chalcedon. Follayviiive months of
apostolate in Bithynia, Peter travelled through the region of Asia Minor
called Asia; preaching for some six months in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea and others, where many
Christian commaities existed, rich fruit of the apostolate of the Most Holy
Virgin Mary and Apostle Johduring their stay in Ephesus. From the seaport
of Ephesus he embarked for the Greek city of Corinth. After a short
apostolate he continued his journey by ship ta8yse in the isle of Sicily,

and from there on to the Roman port of Ostia, arriving in &omthe 1t

of January in the year 47. Throughout this long journey, Pope Peter
established new Christian communities, increased the numbers in those
already existig, founded Carmelite cloisters of both branches and left
Bishops and Priests to care tbe flock. Once in Rome again, Pope Peter
concerned himself with further consolidating the Christian communities
existing there, so that during the six months he needbat the Apostolic See

the number of faithful increased considerably.

Chapter XIV
Pope Peterds apostolic journey from

On the 18 of August in the year 47, Pope Peter left Rome ddon the
Iberian Peninsula, accompanied by several Bishops, among them Gerontius
and Alexander, some Priests and others of his retinue. After embarking at the
port d Ostia, he stopped for several days at the island of Sardinia, later
continuing his jouray across the Mediterranean. Once at the Straits of
Gibraltar, he entered Spain by the river Guadalquivir, disembarking at the

river port of the city of Seville on €h8h of September that same year 47,

this city being the first of Spanish soil he troch s arrival this diocese was
still ruled by Bishop Pius, converte
labour, as much in Seville as in other Andalusian towns aadgjieat part

of the rest of Spain and Portugal, was unceasing; since during his stay of a
little over a year in the Iberian Peninsula, he visited the cities evangelized by
James the Greater where Christian communities existed, and many others as
well, corsolidating yet further the labour accomplished previously by this
Apostle. In many of theities through which Peter passed, he consecrated
Bishops and ordained Priests, in order to leave abundant shepherds to tend
the flock. During his long journey throbgSpain, Pope Peter was often
visited by the Most Holy Virgin Mary, without Her therebyaseng to be in



Jerusalem at the same time. In the course of his long journey throughout the
Iberian Peninsula, Peter prayed on several occasions before the infage of t
Virgin of the Pillar in Zaragoza. By express desire of the Most Holy Virgin
Mary, Peteibrought with him from the Jerusalem Cenacle an image of Her
sculpted by the disciple Luke. This image of the Virgin Mary was at that time
placed for veneration by ¢hPope himself in an already existing chapel in
the city of Barcelona, and some time lateas to be conveyed to the
mountain of Montserrat, there to be venerated under the title of Our Lady of
Montserrat. Before leaving Spain, Peter assigned Bishop Gesowho had

been born precisely in the town of Italica near Seville, to the diocese of
Italica. Furthermore, Peter assigned Bishop Alexander, of the black race,
eldest son of Simon the Cyrenian, to the diocese of Ecija, in the province of
Seville. Gerontis and Alexander, who had come with him and had
accompanied him on the journey through®pain, were the first Bishops of
their respective dioceses. Years later Gerontius was to die a martyr in Itélica
and Alexander was to die a martyr in Rome.

Chapter XV
From Spain Pope Peter returns to Rome. Apostolic jouroee didRetefdrom R
Jerusalem.
Peterds intense apostolate in the A

On the 18" of September in the year 48, Pope Peter embarked at the port
of Barcelona for Rome, and after a brief stopover on the island of Corsica

continued the journey to the port of Ostia, arriving in Rome or28eof

the same month and year. He remained afApustolic See of Rome till the
beginning of the year 49, when Emper
Jewish residents, who dispersed inside and outside the empire. As there were
many Christians of Jewisorigin among those expelled, the majority of
whomhad fled to the north of Africa, Peter, finding himself obliged to leave

as well, took advantage of the occasion to visit different towns of the African
continent such as, among others, Carthage and khgpesentday Tunisia,

and Cyrene in Libya. On $itravels he arrived in Egypt where, now in the
company of Apostle Simon, he also visited the cities of Alexandria and
Heliopolis (today Cairo). Afterwards Peter journeyed to Ethiopia, where he
met up withApostle Matthew and John, by then a Bishop, kn@srthe
Ethiopian eunuch. Next he visited Apostle Matthias, who was evangelizing
Saudi Arabia, and later in Mesopotamia met up with Apostle Thaddeus.
Throughout this journey Peter further consolidated fifferdnt dioceses,
Christianity proliferating greft. As he ardently desired to visit the Most

Holy Virgin Mary, Peter set out for Jerusalem, arriving on thé 28
December in the year 55. Here She announced to him that Her admirable
Assumption into Heaen was soon to occur, so that She entreated hinono
return to Rome until after this event, which took place in the year 57. Peter,



therefore, though he could have returned earlier to the Apostolic See, since
in the year 56 Nero allowed Jews to retwrriRbme, did not do so. He made
use of this time twisit the Christian communities in Israel, in Antioch and

in other places of Syria, as was the desire of the Most Holy Virgin Mary,
taking with him Bishop Ignatius, consecrated by him, who as a child had
been placed by Christ as model for entering the 8amg of Heaven. Ignatius
succeeded Bishop Evodius in the diocese of Antioch of Syria. After his great

apostolate, Peter returned to Jerusalem on teoBQune in the year 57. At

his arrival, the Divine Mry announced to him that he should begin
preparatns for the third and last Council of Jerusalem, which should take
place after Her glorious Assumption into Heaven, and in which important
doctrinal matters were to be defined. In all his journeys Petsralveays
accompanied by his papal retinue.

ChapterXVI

Paul s apostPaluilc amids sBiaor m acboanst isneupeasr.at
Asia Minor.

Conversions and cures t hr anprgdmedRardu | 6 s
released

1. On the 28 of February in the year 45, eleven days having elapsezksi
Pope Peterods departur e ifLoert Riosmeg,o Poaaucl
visit the brethren in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord,
to see how tsimeywastheAptsbengod; t he Gent i |
to visit again the cities of Asia Minor recently evangelized by him, and others
as well. Apostle Barnabas wished to bring along as well his nephew Mark,
now a Bishop, on this long journey. To this Paul otgd, telling Barnabas
that since in the previous journey Mark had parted company with the two in
Pamphylia to leave for Jerusalem, and therefore had not accompanied them
on the mission they then had to fulfil, it was not proper that he be allowed to
acconpany them on this new our ney. Paul 6s refusal
Barnabasdéds indignation, the two enga
coming to blows. Still, when tempers had calmed down through mutual
pardon, Barnabas, taking Mark, left with him for CygrAs companion for
his journey Paul then chose Bishop Silas, whom he named Apostle by divine
inspiration, and who was his principal collaborator. He also took Bishop
Luke with him as secretary, setting out on his journey after the Christian
community in Antioch of Syria had &&d God to assist them in their mission.

2. During the long journey Paul consolidated the Christian communities in
the Faith of Christ, enjoining them to observe the dispositions of Jerusalem
Council Il agreed upon by the Apostles @ishops gathered theunder the
authority and approbation of Pope Peter. Apostle Paul and his companions,
after visiting other communities in Syria, went to Tarsus of Cilicia, his home

town. On the 28 of January in the year 46, the Apostle departechfro



Cilicia for the regon of Lycaonia, preaching chiefly in the towns of Derbe,
Lystra and Iconium. In Lystra Paul visited Timothy, converted to
Christianity some time previously. Owing to the good testimony the faithful
gave of this convert youth, Paul aéed to take Timothy wh him. Shortly
before leaving, however, Paul conferred on Timothy the Diaconate,
Presbyterate and Episcopate. He then circumcised him, to condescend to
some Christians of Jewish origin in those places, and so as not to have
difficulties with unconvertegl e ws because all knew
was a Gentil e. Paul 6s conduct I n
reproachable, since he gave scandal by his action, putting the Faith of Christ
in danger by going against the spirit dfetdispositions of thé&econd
Jerusalem Council, the observance of which he had so enjoined.

3. On the 18 of May in the year 46, Paul, accompanied by Silas, Luke and
Timothy, left Lystra and headed towards the north of Asia Minor, traversing
part of theterritories of Phrygiaand Galatia, in which he accomplished a
great apostolate. Though his intention was afterwards to enter the region of
Asia, he was forbidden, by revelation, to preach the Gospel there; since the
divine plan was that this last regioromn be visited by Peteon his

aforementioned journey. So, unable to go to Asia, on tBea2 November

in the year 46, the Apostle of the Gentiles decided to go on to Bithynia; so
that, turning north, with his companions he crossed the eastern partiaf Mys
territory beside te Sea of Marmara; but in Mysia the Holy Ghost forbade
him to go to Bithynia, because Peter, who had been there months before, had
already organized that region of Asia Minor. Paul, then, remained in Mysia
preaching the word of God uhhe reached Troas,ear ancient Troy. In
Troas, Paul at night saw in vision that a man from Macedonia stood before
him, beseeching him saying:Come t o Mac edohhismanand
was the guardian angel of the region, who appeared to Paul inra,drea
disclosing to himhat he should go there to evangelize. After having the
vision, Paul and the others prepared to leave for Macedonia, with the

assurance that God had summoned them there to preach the Gospel to those

peoples. To reach Macedonia, on ##h of July in the yar 47, Apostle

Paul and his companions embarked at the port of Troas for the island of
Samothrace, and from there arrived in Macedonia by sea. Then disembarking
in Neapolis, today the Greek town called Kavalla, they continued thesjpur

by land to Philipp a Roman colony and principal city of that region of
Macedonia.

4. In this city of Philippi they stayed some time preaching the Gospel,
especially to the Gentiles. On the first Saturday, however, with the object of
preaching as wetb the Jews, Paul aitnils companions went outside the city
gates, beside the river, where the jews assembled to pray, as there was no
synagogue in the city of Philippi; and having sat down there, Paul preached

t
ci

h e



the Gospel to the women who had gatheredr&y.pAmong them was a

woman called Lydia, from the town of Thyatira, dedicated to the commerce

of purple cloth, who, though of Gentile origin, was jewish by faith and very

Godf earing. While Lydia was I|istening
enlightered her to accept thedSpel Faith in her heart. She and her family

having been baptized that same day, Lydia said to Paul and his three
companionsil f you truly consider me as a
and st ay aShe pegdedso muehatdhey agreed.

5. The following Saturday, when Paul and the others went to the place
where the jews assembled to pray, with the aim of preaching to them, there
came out to meet them a young possessed girl, a feitllaeby the art of
Satan, who provied great gains for henasters by her diabolical arts. The
demon, astutely divining that Paul would cast him out of the girl, tried to
avoid this by flattering him, and thus continue to do evil through her.
Consequently he impelled the girl to follow Panld his companions, wa
the malign one cried out through her lilsThes e men are serv
Mo s t Hi gh God and annoaomicumgto dochisway o
for several days. At last Paul, unable to endure this any longer, turned to her
andsaidtotheuncleanspg: i1l n t he name of Jesus Ch
t o depart fandoabthat homent hg depdrted,; Because of this
miracle the girl was converted to the Faith of Christ and baptized by Apostle
Paul. But when her masters sédattthey would now rexve no further gains
t hrough t he-telljpg wilesp they $ezedtPauh and Silas and
brought them to trial before the city chiefs; and presenting them to the
Roman magistrates, sali: These men are Jeweaty and
preaching ritesand customs that are not licit for us to observe, being as we
are Ronsaantsaan0 made wuse of the girl s
persecution against Paul and the others, with the aim that the Gospel might
not be preached. Institpal by the masters difie expossessed girl, a great
mob gathered against Paul and Silas; and the magistrates ordered that their
tunics be rent and that they be beaten with rods. After having given them
many strokes they put them in prison, cautioningj#filer to guard them
well. The jailer, on receiving the prisoners, put them in an unoccupied
dungeon, fastening their feet well in the stocks. At midnight, however, when
Paul and Silas were at prayer praising God, the other prisoners listening,
suddenly tere occurred an earthgke so great that the prison foundations
were shaken; and immediately all the doors of the dungeons opened, and the
fetters that secured Paul 6s and Sil a:
the prisoners, who were in the otloalls, were unawaref the prodigious
event, as God had immersed them in a deep sleep. The jailer, awakened by
the earthquake, saw that the doors of the prison were open; consequently,
filled with dread, he drew his sword with the intention of killing bett,
believing that he prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried out loud, saying:



ADo no harm t o your s e [THejalehtben,anovede we &
by grace, understood interiorly that the earthquake and its prodigious
consequences had been causgdirtue of the infinite power of the Lord

Jesus whom Paul and his companions had proclaimed throughout the city;
accordingly, seizing a torch, he entered the dungeon and threw himself
trembling at the feet of Paul and Silas. Then taking them outsidsithe
ASirs, twhlatd omutsoPal said ® himiieBde?Ioi eve i n t he
Jesus, and you and yleeyailer, & thahsameghow i | | k
of night, taking Paul and Silas with him, brought them into the main room of

his house, which as in the same buildinas the prison, and cleansed their

wounds. Paul, after teaching the evangelical doctrine to him and his
household, baptized them all. Next the jailer, having brought Paul and Silas

to his room, served them supper, all the familyiogjg for having beliged

in the Lord Jesus. Apostle Paul, inspired by God, considered it most
advisable to return to prison with Silas that very night, with the aim of
avoiding the serious harm the magistrates might do to the jailer. Besides, the
Apostle had confidence that ¢hLord Jesus would obtain their freedom.

While both were in prison the gossessed girl convert, along with other
converts, went before the magistrates of the city to refute the false
accusations her masters had brought againstaéPauhis companions, dn

to tell the magistrates as well that the great earthquake that had shaken the
prison and other buildings in the city had occurred because of the injustice

they had committed against those innocent men. This testimony in favour of

Paul and his companionand the obvious signs of the miraculous cure of the

girl, caused the magistrates to change their mind. Hence, when it was day

they sent bailiffs to tell the jailerd L e t t hose fmmkenqalego fr e
informed Paul of this, sayingi Th e ma gi sgivendhe erder that v e

you be set at | iberty. Theref Bute, | e &
Paul said to the bailiff&i What ? After having publicl
trial and put us in prison, we being Roman citizens, tlosywant to free us
pivately? 1t shal/l not be! LeThet hem
bailiffs relayed this reply to the magistrates who, hearing that Paul and Silas

were Romans, were filled with dread; and so, going to the prison, they asked
pardon & Paul and Silas; anthen, drawing them out of prison, they
entreated them to leave the city. Once out of prison, Paul and Silas entered

Lydi aébs home, where Luke and Ti mothy
then departing with the other three.
Chapter XVII
Paudbs apostolate in Thessalonica. Pa
Areopagite

1. After Paul and Silas hdmken freed from prison inhRippi, both left the
city with Luke and Timothy on the #0of May in the year 48; and, first



passing through the towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia, arrived at the Greek
city of Thessalonica, and resided in the house of Jasdisciple of Christ,
who & Bishop ruled the diocese of the city.

2. In Thessalonica there was a synagogue where Paul entered on three
consecutive Saturdays to preach the Gospel to the Jews, with whom the
Apostle disputed on Scripture, demonstrating sntland making them see
through Scripture that it had been necessary that the Messias should suffer
and rise from the dead, and that this Messias was Jesus Christ, whom he
announced. Some of them, along with a great multitude of Greek proselytes
to judaismand of Gentiles and of disguished women, who had assembled
to hear the Gospel, were converted to the Faith of Christ, joining Paul and
Silas.

3. But the other jews who remained obstinate, moved by envy, took with
them some villains from the populace; and having gathered togetieable
number of them, instigated the other inhabitants of the city to stir up trouble
for the two Apostles. Believng t hem t o be at Bi shop
besieged it with the object of seizing them there and then, and presenting
them to the magisttes to be judged before the people. Not finding them,
however, they violently dragged Jason and some of his distipfese the
city magistrates, falsely crying out against Pauland Silash ey ar e t he
who have thrown the city into turmoil. On aing here they were taken by
Jason into his home. Al | act agains
another king, who s J eHgarisg.thé@se things, the magistrates and the
numerous crowd gathered there started an uproar. But Jason and those with
him, by means of bail, arranged to have themselves set at liberty, and as well
that no harm be done to Paul and Silas; whth) Luke and Timothy, were
concealed at the home of one of the Christian faithful of Thessalonica. At the

news of what had occurred, thkeft the city at night for Berea, on thethl5
of October in the year 48.

4. When Paul and Silas were in the town dréh, they entered the
synagogue to preach the Gospel to the Jews. These Jews, better disposed than
those of Thessalonica, received thergvof God with deep interest, daily
consulting the Scriptures to verify that the prophecies relating to what Paul
taught them had been fulfiled. Whereupon many of those Jews were
converted to the Faith of Christ. From the Gentiles too a large number of
honourable women and no few men were converted.

5. Paul 6s fruitful apostol ateein Ber
nearby city of Thessalonica who, when they learned that Paul was preaching
the Gospel in Berea as well, came to this town with theo&stirring up the
people to riot. So those of the Christian community there advised Paul to

leave the town and headatards the sea. This the Apostle did on th&lai
December in the year 48, accompanied by Luke, leaving Silas and Timothy
in Berea to asst the faithful until he should ordain them to go and join him.



Some of the faithful of the community there accompdri®aul and Luke as
far as the city of Athens, subsequently returning to Berea with the
commission of telling Silas and Timothy to go goth Paul as soon as
possible, after visiting the faithful in Thessalonica.

6. While Paul awaited them in Athens, Byrit was interiorly consumed
for the salvation of souls, seeing that city utterly given over to idolatry.
Moved by holy zeal for Christs caus e, Paul carried ot
the city of Athens; for on Saturdays he announced the Gospel antkedispu
with the Jews and Jewish proselytes in the synagogues; and every day he
preached in the plaza to the Gentiles. Several of the eprcued stoic
philosophers also disputed with Paul, some sayinggh at i s t hi s t
spreadi ng As the Apott Bgoke to them of Jesus and the
resurrection of the dead, othersséidile seems t o be a pres
g o d And&ome of the gan philosophers invited Paul to preach from the
rostrum of the Areopagus, whence members of the Senate and other

illu strious persons generally spoke. On tHeoBJanuary in the year 49, Paul

mounted the rostrum of the Areopagus to preach. Before coonmgesome
saidto hmi May we know once and for all w
you preach? For we have heard ysay things we have never heard before;

and so we want to know what Yauly mean
then, standing in the whille of the Areopagus, said:Ci t i zens of At
see that you are exceedingly meticulous in religious questionausec

passing by, looking at the statues of your gods, | saw as well an altar with
this inscription: 6To tGddevhomgokadoreen Go d
without knowing Him is the one | announce to you, the God who made the
world and all things in it;the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, infinitely
immense and omnipotent, who needs nothing from men since it is He who
gives to each life ahbreath, and conserves all things; the God who created

the first couple, man and woman, from whom the entire humarpraceeds

and inhabits the vast extension of the earth; He who determined the seasons

of weather and the limits of the universe. He vgreflected in all creatures,

and they give proof their Creator exists; so that knowledge of His existence

can be arrved at through them. This Eternal and True God is not far from

each of us, because by Him we live, move and have our being. In thd natura
order itself we are of the lineage of God the Creator, in that we proceed from

Him. If we, by the fact of beinghumarmr eat ures, are thereb
we ought not to think of the Godhead as being like gold, or silver, or stone,
shaped b yorindasmmytrsd as Gdd wills that men ignorant of true
doctrine be drawn out of the error in which they live, be eard to the

true Faith and be saved, for this reason | announce to you the Gospel of
salvation, so that you be converted to the Fait@woif Lord Jesus Christ, the

Messias sent by the Eternal and True God, and do penance for your sins;
since in the divin@lan the day is established on which that Lord Jesus will



judge all with rectitude; having given proof that He is God Himself by rising
from the dead by vi r Whee they theardt the own
resurrection of the dead mentioned, some ridiculed Badlothers were
interested in the matter, sayifrigWe hope t o hear you ag:é
at anot hRaul, then, imes sérman the Areopagus, condemned
idolatry, so entrenched and widespread in Athens, exhorting all to accept the
evangelicatruth and repent of their errors.

7. His sermon ended, Paul left that throng of people, and some believed and
joined him, among whom wei@enis the Areopagite and a woman named
Damaris, and others with them. Denis the Areopagite, Damaris and all the

otherconverts were baptized by Apostle Paul that same dBypf&anuary

in the year 49. Before Paul left Athens he conferred the Diaconate,
Presbyterate and Episcopate on Denis the Areopagite, leaving him in charge

of the fledgling Christian community ther®enis was afterwards to
accompany Paul on many of his journeys. Years later Pope Clement | sent
Denis to Pari s, sEBisaop.cTeere, when verytokel, he i t y 6
suffered martyrdom for Christ.

8. With holy astuteness Paul had the custom of ngakise of any
wholesome circumstance to propagate the truth, as was the case of the altar
At o t he un kereded by the gagans ane of the temples in
Athens, and which the Apostle cleverly took to have been erected to the true
God, He being unknowto that audience listening to him.

Chapter XVIII
Paul 0s apostolate in Corin

1. On the 28d of March in the year 49, Paul, accompanied by Luke and
others, left Athens heading for Corinth, arriving there two days later, that is

on the 2% of the same month, lodging at the home of the Christians Aquila

and his wife Priscilla, of Jewhsorigin, who had recently come from Rome
after the decree of expulsion of Jew
stay at the home of this couple, he helped them in the trade of tent maker; so

that the Apostle succeeded in alternating this work with teatgpostate

carried out in the synagogues of Corinth, as much to Jews by race as to Greek
proselytes of judaism, with great fruits of conversion.

2. On the 18 of April in the year 49, Silas and Timothy, who had stayed
behind in the Macedonian town Bérea, wento Corinth to rejoin Paul and
Luke. With the arrival of Silas and
mission became much more intense, counting on the collaboration of those
two. Paul, in his sermons in city synagogues, ardently gave testhmaimg
jewsthat Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. As this went against no few
hardhearted jews, one day when Paul was in one of the synagogues, their
opposition was such that they burst
teachings. But he, shakingitohis garmats, said to themi May t he Bl oo



of Christ recoil upon your thexebyds st a
recriminating in those perverse jews their inflexible pertinacity as deicides,
as long as they did not accept Jesus Christ, whom thgyhaol deat. And
on their retorting to Paul that, as the Jew he was, the same accusations he
made against them would recoil upon his own head too, the Apostle said to
them:i | am already cleansed. And from n
especially tothe Gentils o f C armd iPaut dt once abandoned the
synagogue. While it is true that Paul too had previously belonged to the
deicide people, later, by being converted to Christianity, and passing over to
form part of the People of God through Baptidm was clansed of the
infamous deicide condition; so that his blood was now purified by the Blood
of Christ, while their blood, being accursed, called down upon their own
heads the Saviourodos Deific Blood for
remaned unconveed.

3. When Paul left the synagogue he entered the home of deGimag
proselyte to judaism called Titus the Just, whose house stood beside the
synagogue. With him at the time was one of the archisynagogues, Crispus
by name, with his familyAll, on listening to the words of the Apostle, were
converted to the Gospel Faith and baptized that same day. Following the
previous dispute with the jews in the synagogue, Paul dedicated himself
almost exclusively to preaching to the Gentiles of Corinikhout ertiering
any of the town synagogues again. Many of the Corinthian Gentiles, hearing
Paul, believed and were baptized. Among them were Caius and the
Stephanas family.

4. The numerous conversions gained by Paul in his intense apostolate in
Corinthso exasperat the perfidious jews of the city that they schemed up
a whole series of affronts and persecutions against the Apostle, to the extent

that Paul decided to leave the city. On thé2& April in the year 49,
however, when he was about to le@a@inth forfear of the jews, Our Lord
Jesus Christ appeared to himinadreamand@dtda ul , do not f ec
speak up and do not be silent, because there are many people to evangelize
in this city. | am with ydCaristatmed nob o«
commanded Paul to preach fearlessly to the Gentile people of Corinth, since
many would listen to him and be converted. So Paul remained there one year
and six months teaching the word of God.

5. Following the vision of the Lord, Apostle Pathrew himself into
preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles with yet greater ardour. But the jews,
unable to endure the fruitful labour of the Apostle, plotted a conspiracy
against him. Galion was Roman procoinsf that region of Achaia, and the
jews, availig themselves of his presence in Corinth, by mutual agreement
pounced on Paul, seized him and brou
tribunal, saying againstthe AposteHe per suades t he peopl
a worship contr ar Whdne@alwas abouttaspeakih Mo s €



his defence, Galion said to the jeiisO | e ws ! I f in truth
with some injustice or some enormous crime you would have reason enough

for me to hear you; but dealingitiv questions of doctrine, of hames and

matters ofyour law, that is for you to decide, as | do not wish to be judge in

s uch mandthe order@d them all to leave the tribunal immediately.

The jewsd malice against Hsygnadoguggas S U (
Sostenes by name, refused to leavéhabhe had to be beaten by the tribunal

guards, as he insisted that Paul be judged, without Galion taking any notice

of him. This Roman proconsul, previously named Marcus Anneus Novatus,

was the philosoph r Lucius Anneus Seneceabs br
rhetorician Marcus Anneus Seneca, all three born in Cordoba, Spain. That

he bore the name of Galion resulted from his being adopted as son by Julius

Galion, a great fri ermdeatbh.f hi s fat her,
Chapter XIX

Paultdosl aatpeosi n Ephesus. Paul 0s stay ir

Paul 6s fresh apostolate in Antio

1. After this last persecution, Paul remained in Corinth until tHB @5
October in the year 50, day on which he took his leave of the Christian
communiy there, afterwards embarking at the Corinthiart pbCenchreae,
in the company of Silas, Timothy, Luke and others, among whom were
Aquila and his wife Priscilla. Before they embarked, however, Aquila was
ordered by Paul to cut off the long hair he wbesause of a Nazarite vow
he had taken, all the biations of this vow thereby ceasing. From
Cenchreae, Paul and his companions sailed for the port of Ephesus, where

they arrived after a sidlay sea crossing, on theS8bf October that same
year.

2. Whenin Ephesus Paul entered the synagogue of thdaipyeach the
Gospel to the jews, and also examined with them those things foretold in
Scripture concerning the promised Saviour, the Messias announced by the
Apostle in his sermons. Some of the Jews vwenaverted to the Faith of
Christ, and many otheentreated Paul to remain longer with them; and while
he did not accede to their wishes, since he had to go and preach in other parts,
he promised that he would return again if such were the will of God. In
Ephesus Paul also accomplished a great apostotatag the considerable
Christian communities; as likewise among the Gentiles of the city and its
environs, with great fruits of conversion.

3. On the 3th of March in the year 51, leaving Aquila and his wife Priscilla
in the city of Ephesus, Paul, with &), Timothy and Luke, left for Caesarea
Maritime, disembarking in this city on thet®®f April in that year 51. After
a brief visit to the Christian camunities of Caesarea Maritime, Paul and his
three companions went on to Jerusalem, where after fixetcavelling they

arrived on the 28 of the same month and year. The principal reason for



Paul 6s wish to pass througlyViger usal e
Mary who, as we know, was there with Her two sisters Mary Cleophas and

Mary Salome, and Apde John; and also to discuss some matters with

James the Less, as well as to venerate the holy places sanctified by the
Passion, Death and ResurrectidnGhrist. During the fifteen days Paul

stayed in Jerusalem, he was greatly comforted by the wise elaninthe

Heavenly Mother, who directed him to continue his apostolate. Thereupon,

on the %" of May in the year 51, leaving Silas in Jerusalem, Paufdeft
Antioch of Syria with Timothy and Luke; journey he made visiting the
Christian communities alontipe way. Paul arrived at Antioch of Syria on

the 7h of June in the same year 51, and remained there untiltéhef 8

August; on which day, accompaniedlhyke, Timothy, and also Titus, who

was in Antioch, and others as well, he left to visit the regidiZatatia and

Phrygia, accomplishing a great apostolate among the Christian communities,

who felt deeply fortified btheotehe Ap:
converted by Paul in Antioch of Pisidia, and who had accompanied him to
Jerusalem Council Iend not, therefore, Titus the Just, converted by Paul in

Corinth.

Chapter XX
Apoll o the Jew receisusandCoretht i sm. A

While Paul was accomplishing his apostolic journey through the regions of
Galatia and Phrygia, there arrived in the city of Ephesus a Jew named Apollo,
wellver sed i n Sacred Scripture, who at
had received the baptism of nm@nce. Subsequently he lived far from
Jerusalem and taught in the synagogues what he knew about Jesus the
Messias. As Aquila and his wife Priscilla werekphesus, on learning of
Apol |l o6s good mission, they brought
region, who gave Apollo a more detailed instruction in evangelical doctrine
and baptized him. Apollo, then, feeling exceedingly strengthened by Grace,
determned to go to the territory of Corinth, which pertained to the region of
Achaia. He was received therey the Christian communities and
accomplished a great apostolate among the Jews, since with great
earnestness he convinced them in public, showing theough the
Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. Some time afterwards Paul conferred
the DiaconatePresbyterate and Episcopate on Apollo.

Chapter XXI
Paul 0s fresh apostol ate i nesg@rifomédgduinga, M
his sojourn in Ephesus

1. Apostle Paul, after realizing a great mission in the provinces of Galatia
and Phrygia, also passed through those of Bithynia, Mysia and Asia, finally

reaching Ephesus on th@h of October in the year 52, accompanied by



Luke, Timothy and Titus. In this city he found twelve men who were
followers of the Precursor John the Baptand friends of the recently
converted Apollo who was in Corinth. Since the twelve men told Paul tha
they had accepted the Faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ, he askeditifem:t e r

having accepted the Faith, hTaey e y o u
replieddi We dondt know whet her Remlaskedve r e
themiAWel | , with wkgiocah bl aTheéyzeplediw\a rt en

t he bapti Paulsadi Jbdimn ba@apti zed the peopl
of penance saying that theshould believe in Him who was to come after

John, that is, in Jesus; and that baptism did not confer the HolytGhaos

Hearing these things, the men besought Paul to administer to them the
Sacrament of Baptism instituted by Christ. Paul instructed theheitruths

of the Gospel Faith and then baptized them; and then administered the
Sacrament of Confirmation to them came to pass that, on administering

this Sacrament to them, the Holy Ghost in visible form descended upon them,

and they spoke seveiaingues and prophesied.

2. Apostle Paul, during the three months he remained in Ephesus, entered
the synagogues, vahtly preached the Gospel to the Jews and disputed with
them on the prophecies in Sacred Scripture concerning Jesus, convincing
manythat the Kingdom of God had arrived. But as some of them, owing to
their hardness of heart, did not believe, but furtheeniasphemed against
the Lordds doctrine in the presence
ceased to preach in the synagoguedlamgublic squares of Ephesus, seeing
that no few jews hindered his labour; which he carried out by privately
instructing those Jews and Gentiles who listened to his teaching with
respectful interest in the school of a certain personage named Tiranus,
recently converted to Christianity, on whose premises troublemakers were
not admitted. The Ap o ydails m hat schoelafc hi ng
Ephesus became so prestigious that it was attended by many from the
province of Asia who came to the city, Jeas well as Gentiles, though
chiefly the latter, given the massive pagan pilgrimages they made to the
temple of Diana; sice at the time this temple, demolished years previously
at t he Most Holy Virgin Maryos Vi si
departue from Ephesus, idolatrous worship being restored.

3. God, through Paul, worked great signs and miracles, in such fésaion
including the belts, handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched his body were
applied to the sick, healing them of their illnessexl expelling as well evil
spirits from the possessed. It came to pass that, observing the prodigies Paul
worked in theName of Jesus Christ, seven exorcists, sons of a jewish chief
priest called Sceva, and who went from one place to another, entezing th
house of a possessed man, dared to invoke the Name of the Lord Jesus over
the evil spirits in his body, sayingi We 1@ ¢gu through Jesus, whom
Paul preaches, Bubondoktlzewew spirith refliedindhd y . 0



name of the rest, sayingl know Jesus, and | know who Paul is. But who

are you and what power do you have to adjure us in the Name of Jesus as

Paul d o e s Theén the possessed man, leaping upon the seven exorcists
seized two of them, maltreating them so badly that naked and lieben

fled the house. Paul 6s preaching, the
the strange affair of the presumptuouwigh exorcists maltreated by the
possessed man, caused the Jews and Gentiles to fear greatly, with abundant
fruits of conversion, th&lame of the Lord Jesus being exalted. Many of the

new Christians converted by Paul in Ephesus brought their books on
witchcr aft to be burned in the Apostl ed
denounced all the evil they had done. In this way the Wordaaf @as
strengthened and consolidated. To help Paul in the great apostolate, the
disciples Aristarchus and Caius came fildiacedonia to Ephesus, since they

had received news of Paul s sojourn i

Chapter XXII
Paul, moved byHbly Ghost, resolves to go to Jerusalem, and afterwards on to Ro
Paul s apostolate in differ

of Asia prowenPaul returns to Ephesus to begin his projected journey from this port
against Paul in Ephesus

1. Once Paul had obtained abundamit$rin Ephesus by his apostolate, the
Holy Ghost ordered him to go to Jerusalem, passing first through Macedonia
and Ach#a; and then, from Jerusalem, to go to Rome. Whereupon Paul told
his disciplesi Af t er Jerusal em, I t | Beforeecessa
undertaking the apostolic journey, Paul dispatched disciples Timothy and
Erastus to Macedonia to prepare his yigihile he for the time being
continued to preach in some parts of Asia province, which he did
accompanied by Luke, Aristarchus anduSaAristarchus was now Bishop
of Thessalonica and Caius his assistant Priest; both were assigned to
Macedonia, though nmatives of this region.

2. Apostle Paul, after his apostolate in other parts of Asia province, returned
to Ephesus with Luke, Aristehus and Caius, in order to make the proposed
journey.

3. When Paul was back in Ephesus a great riot flared up owirgeto t
doctrine he had taught. This was one of the most formidable combats against
the Apostle and his companions. The promoter of itvalé a goldsmith
named Demetrius, who made miniature reproductions of the temple of Diana
and sold them as amulets, at moadl profit. Given that the month of May
was dedicated to the great sol emni t
Demetrius saw that, degpthe influx of pilgrims to Ephesus on the occasion
of these pagan feasts, his business was falling off owing to teeset

apostolate carried out by Paul against idolatry, on tHedfMay in the year
55, he called together others engaged in sinwlark and said to them:



ARnGentl emen, you well know the profit:
see and hear how this Pauigt only in Ephesus, but in almost the whole of
Asia too, by his preaching has changed the beliefs of many people, saying:
0God<smodranade by human hands©é6. So tha
danger of being discredited but, what is worse, the teofyilee great Diana
will lose its good reputation, and the majesty of the goddess, whom all Asia
and the entire world adore, willfall o t he ground. 0o

4. When the people heard this many became enraged and that same day
rose up against Paul, and includirgpigst the jews themselves, opposed to

idolatry, sayingii Gr eat i s Di ana Thefwhole hitgwaEp he s
filled with confusion. Such were the proportions of the riot that they seized
Ari starchus and Caius, Paul 6stheompani

theatre with the object of having them publicly judged, though their rage was

chiefly against Paul. When the Apostle learned what had befallen his two

companions, he tried to leave his house and present himself in the midst of

the people to try andalm them down, but the disciples prevented this for

fear that the same might happen to 8ame of the asiarchs or high Roman

officials in Ephesus, who were friends of Paul, sent him word not to present

himself in the theatre. The uproar increased evere, and the confusion

was such that some shouted one thing and others another, and chaoy di

even know why they had gathered. The jews, fearing for themselves,

impelled archisynagogue Alexander to convince the idolatrous throng that

Paul was to blaméor everything, and that the jews therefore, besides not

having prejudiced worship to Diama any way, thoroughly disowned Paul

and the other Christians. Alexander, facing the enraged throng, made signs

with his hands that he wished to speak to all. Boenvthey learned that

Alexander was a jew, blinded by their idolatrous fanaticism, theyndid

even let him open his mouth, since all shouted as one man for almost two

hours:sh Gr eat i s Diana of the Ephesians. 0
5. The uprising in Ephesus ended thanks ¢oiibervention of the leading

Roman civil official in the city; who arrived at the theatrgghma cohort of

Roman soldiers, ordering some of them to lead Aristarchus and Caius away

owing to the risk they ran of being slain by the mob. Then this Roman

official, with the greatest shrewdness, appeased the idolatrous throng,

extolling the greatnessfdDiana in these wordsi Me n o f Ephesus,

among you does not know that the city of Ephesus is dedicated to worship of

the great Diana, daughter of Jupiter? Thising so certain that it cannot be

denied by anyone, it is essential that you calm downdandot proceed

wi t hout rThein hegpleadedanrfavour of the prisoners Aristarchus

and Caius, saying furthet These men you have broug

sacril egious nor bl as p s heesaidbecaua i n st

both, in their sermns, though they combated idolatry, were careful not to

mention Diana. Finally he said that if Demetrius and the craftsmen



accompanying him, promoters of the tumuitad any legitimate claim
against someone, they should have recourse to the tribunalshand t
proconsuls, and present their accusations and demands peacefully; but never
resort to public rioting, because they could be accused of sedition before the
Romanemperor, without being able to adduce a reasonable cause to justify
the disturbance. With #se and other considerations, the tumult ceased and
the crowd dispersed.

Chapter XXIII
Paul 6s apostol at e i imaanVMbraae Banlmesuscitatey u g o
Eutychus.
Apostolate in Miletus and moving farewell sermon

1. On thel7th of May in that year 55, after the tumult had ceased Paul,
summoning the foremost digtes of the Christian community in Ephesus
exhorted them to remain steadfast in the Faith; and after taking his leave
departed for Macedonia accompanied by LukeistArchus and Caius,
region which he toured preaching the Gospel. Afterwards, accompanied as
well by Timothy, Secundus, Sopater, Tichicus and Trophimus, he announced
the Gospel in a great part of Yugoslavia and Albania, with abundant fruits of
conversion.Paul and the eight disciples then proceeded to the region of
Achaia, where for three monthe carried out a great apostolate. When he
was about to embark at the Corinthian port of Cenchreae for Seleucia of
Syria, he was forced to give up the journey beeahe jews had laid plans
to kill him; accordingly, he returned to Macedonia with the edjbtiples
accompanying him. When they arrived there Paul, accompanied by Luke,
remained in this province to preach the Gospel and consolidate the Christian
communties, sending the other seven to the town of Troas in the province
of Mysia, to stay therentil he arrived with Luke.

2. When Paul had concluded his apostolate in the province of Macedonia,
he went to the Macedonian port of Philippi, visited the Christaanmunity

he had previously formed in the city, and on thB53 April in the year 57,

with Luke, embarked for the Turkish town of Troas, arriving on tHB aB
April. The other seven companions who had gone on ahead were awaiting

Paul in Troas, wherie stayed for seven days. On Sunday tHB @bApril

in the yea 57, Paul finding himself in Troas, many Christian faithful
assembled to assist at Holy Mass celebrated by the Apostle and hear his
sermon. Paul, who had to leave the following day, prolohgesermon until

midnight. In the hall or cenacle where all @aassembled there was good

lighting. And it chanced that while Paul continued his lengthy discourse, a

youth named Eutychus, who was seated at a window, began to feel very
drowsy; and finallypvercome by sleep, fell from the third floor down to the

ground where they found him dead. Paul, however, having gone down, said:
ADondt be tr oubl eaddthem bending aver the yosth, i n h



took him by the shoulders and raised him up aliMge youth having risen
from the dead, Paul went up with himttee floor where the others were
waiting and presented him to all, whereupon they were exceedingly

consoled. The resurrection had taken place when still Sunday #hef25
April. After midnight, the Apostle celebrated the Holy Mass then proper to

Monday tre 28h of April; and after taking some food and continuing to talk
to them until daybreak, he left the house with his eight disciples for the port
of Assos, quite close to the town of Troas.

3. That same Monday the %6of April, Paul and his eight companions
embarked at the port of Assos bound for the town of Mitylene, on the island

of Lesbos, arriving on the #Yof April. The following day, 28 of April,
Paul and his group left by ship, li#ag further south, circunavigating the

island of Chios, now Khios, reaching the island of Samos on tHed?9
April, whence they crossed to Miletus, province of Caria, where they arrived

on the 3th of April in the same year 57. The reason why Paul deeelp

the journey was thdte had resolved not to stop over in Ephesus nor delay
in any other place of that region called Asia, since he desired to be in
Jerusalem on the day of jewish pentecost to give valiant testimony to Christ
amid the multitude of @s congregated in the tengpbf Jerusalem for the
Mosaic feast; so, had Paul entered Ephesus, the delay would have been
greater owing to the numerous Christians who demanded his presence there;
not to mention the risk of imprisonment by the pagans, frommvhe had

been forced to e during his previous stay. All that would possibly have
prevented his being in Jerusalem on the day planned. Paul, however, desiring
a meeting with the Bishops and Priests in charge of the Ephesus
communities, from Miletus serhem messengers tellingetim to come to

him.

4. On the Pd of May in the year 57, when the Bishops and Priests of
Ephesus had arrived, Paul gathered them at the cenacle in Miletus, where he
pronounced the following farewell sermégnY o u know mwholeondu ct
time | was with youfrom the first day | entered the Asia region, serving the
Lord in all humility and tears amid the adversities that befell me from the
jews conspiring against me. And how | did not omit to announce anything
that might be of prafto you, preaching to yoand teaching you in public
as well as in your homes; and in particular exhorting jews and Gentiles to
believe in Our Lord Jesus Christ, and thus be converted to God. Now, sent
by the Holy Ghost, | am going up to Jerusalem withaowing what will
befallme there. For | can only tell you that the Holy Ghost assures and warns
me that chains and trials await me in Jerusalem. But | fear none of these
things, nor have | any regard for my own life, provided that | happily
conclude myourse and the Ministry lave received from the Lord Jesus to
preach the Gospel of Godbés Grace. I



have crossed preaching the Kingdom of God, will ever see me again;
therefore | testify to you this day that if some @i wre lost the fault is o
mi ne, since | have never ceased cal
plan. Keep watch over yourselves, and zealously care for the flock, of which
the Holy Ghost has instituted you Bishops to shepherd the Church of God,
which Christ has won with i own Blood. For | know that after my
departure ravenous wolves will fall upon you and devastate the flock; and
from among you yourselves men will rise up teaching perverse doctrines,
with the object of drawing disciples into err Be watchful, then,
remanbering that day and night for three years | did not cease with tears to
admonish each of you. Now, finally, I entrust you to God and the promise of
His Grace, to Him who can complete the edifice of your sanctification,
making yaol partakers of His inheritace with all the saints. | have coveted
neither silver nor gold, nor the garments of anyone, as you yourselves know;
because these hands have supplied me with the things needed by myself and
those with me. For whatever was esgdrior my companions and ywgelf,
whenever my Ministry so allowed, | acquired by my labour, instead of giving
myself up to idleness. | have shown you by my conduct that acting uprightly
is the best way to succour the weak of spirit. Bear in mind the woatithe
Lord Jesus reveate t o0 me:: OHe who gives is
receives. 00

5. When Paul had finished speaking he fell on his knees and prayed with
all those who were listening to him; thereupon, deeply moved, they kissed
him bathed in teargxceedingly afflicted thiking they would never see him
again, as he himself had announced. With these demonstrations of filial
sentiment, all accompanied Paul to the ship to continue his journey that same

2nd of May in the year 57.

6. Thus the Holy Ghostsubjecting Paul to a hacotrial of obedience,
ordered him to go to Jerusalem, among other places; and revealed to him
directly and through other persons with prophetic charisms that the prison
and trials awaiting him in Jerusalem could even resulismtartyrdom, so
that Paulsincerely believed that in this city his end would shortly come.
Lamentably, however, the Apostle listened to these announcements with
presumptuous confidence in himself, without considering his human frailty,

and thus furtherdadtosayn But | ef e&r t h eHlisdfarewdlli ng s .

sermon, moreover, reflects certain vainglory at the apostolate he had been
accomplishing; though undeniably Paul was also motivated by the great love
he professed for Christ. However, God wouddel rescind this trial of
obedience of going to Jerusalem; and Paul would be informed of this by
some prophets, whom he was to disregard.



Chapter XXIV
Paul sets out from Miletus for Jerusalem. Along the way Paul is warned by God tl
some prophets
not to ggouo Jerusalem. Paul disregards these warnings and reaches Jerusale

1. On the 2d of May in the year 57, after delivering his moving farewell
sermon in Miletus, Apostle Paul, accompanied by Luke, Timothy,
Aristarchus, Caius, Secundus, Sopater, Tichicus and Trophimus, from the
port of Miletus setail for the island of Cosind the following day for that
of Rhodes, and from there to the port of Patara in the province of Lycia. On

the 4h of that month and year he found a ship bound for Phoenicia, which
he boarded with his eight companions. Durimg Yoyage, leaving the isid
of Cyprus to the left, they disembarked at the Phoenician port of Tyre on the

oth of May in the same year 57, where the ship had to unload its cargo. As

there was a Christian community in this city, Paul and his companions
remained there seven days. Angpthe faithful of this community were some

with the gift of prophecy, and they, by divine command, told the Apostle not

to go up to Jerusalem. Paul, however,
His prophets, preferred to follolws own impulse of goingot Jerusalem.
Consequently he set off for the port with his eight companions, followed by

many of the men, women and children faithful of that community, who
wished to accompany him out of the city; once on the seashore, tkaglall

down and prayed. Aftebidding one another farewell, on thetl6f May

Paul and his eight disciples boarded a ship bound for Ptolemais, now Saint
John of Acre, and the numerous faithful who had accompanied him returned

to their homes in Tyre. ApostlPaul and the rest arrived Ptolemais the

next day, visiting the townodéds Chri st.i

On the 18" of May they left for Caesarea Maritime, lodging for three days

at the home of the disciple and Bishop Philip, who had daughters in the

Carmelie convent founded there, nuns and prophetesses, called Barucha,
Abigail, Jonasa and Lydia. In this town Paul was once again enjoined by
God, now through Philipbs four daught
he did not give kedit to these prophetic wangs, God sent Prophet Agabus

to Caesarea Maritime, who came from Jerusalem expressly to try and
convince the Apostle not to make the
tying the feet and hands of the Apostle with it, sdidf he Hol y Ghos't
this: thus will the jews in Jerusalem bind the man owning this belt, delivering

him up i nto the mahasé words prophhebymg tgthent i | e
Apostle the danger and suffering awa
companias, as did many othempresent, tearfully pleaded with him not to

continue his projected journey. But Paul repli#gdVhy ar e you weep
breaking my heart? For | am prepared and willing not only to be taken
prisoner, but also to die in Jerusalem foetName of the Lord $eu sFaced



with this reply, seeing they could not convince him, they stopped insisting
and saidi May t he L or do&rsat Raul did notbyield at thasee . 0
moments to the divine predictions given through different prophetsjueas
to his obstinat@resumption; since, while it is true that first the Holy Ghost
had ordered Apostle Paul to go to Jerusalem, it is no less true that afterwards
the Holy Ghost subjected him to a trial of humility, ordering him through
holy prophets, vih the exalted Agabua their head, not to go to Jerusalem.

2. Paul, then, contumaciously disobeying the various prophetic warnings,

left Caesarea Maritime for Jerusalem at 2 in the afternoon onthef2@ay
in that year 57, accompanied by his retiamne also by Mnason @yprus,
Bishop of the diocese of Antipatris, in whose conventual residence he stayed
that night. Mnason then stayed behind in his diocese, and Paul with his

retinue resumed their journey on to Jerusalem on tBPMay. Along the
way he visited some ahe Christian communities, so that he arrived in

Jerusalem at night on thetb4f May, and he and his companions lodged at
the Carmelite cloister in Lazaruso f

Chapter XXV
Paul in the Jemusal C e n a ssénwling iPtheyewidhstemgle of Jerusalem

1. On the 28 of May in the year 57, that is, the day after his arrival in
Jerusalem, Paul and higylt travelling compaions went to the Cenacle.
When he arrived the Most Holy Virgin Mary was not there, for She, knowing
that he had come in opposition to the divine will, preferred to withdraw to
the convent at Bethany in the company of Her two sistedsApostle John,
andavoid contact with him for the time being as She was unable to receive
him with maternal joy, since he deserved Her severe reproof, and it was not
the moment for that, given the Apost

2 . Paul 60s Iem wasconsiddred a great euentadby James the
Less and many others of the Christian community existent there; not only for
the general pleasure of seeing him again, but also because of the expectation

he always aroused. That samelR6f May, after his aival, Paul was
received by Apostle James the Less, who congregated in the Cenacle, among
others, all the Bishops and Priests resident in the Jerusalem convents, to
welcome him and hear what he had to say. Apostle Paul related all the things
God had done tbugh hs ministry among the Gentiles; and when those in
the Cenacle heard, they glorified the Most High. After Paul had given an
account of his apostolic fruits, James the Less informed him of the
conversion of numerous Jews in Jerusalem to the Gosple| fizglly saying
tohimmAiYou can well see, brother, how
believed in the Faith of Christ; yet despite everything they still conserve their
zeal for Mosaic law. And they have heard said of you that you teach jews
living in Gentle nations to separate themselves from Moses: saying that they
should not circumcise their sons, nor keep to the rites. What, then, is to be



done? Certainly, it is inevitable that the multitude gather, because they will
hear t hat vy dameshkalessthen, wanreed Raul of the no few
difficulties his personal contact with these Jewish converts would entail,
since they were still attached to certain levitical traditions and rites; so that
it did not seem advisable to him that Paul speak against fewsh usages.
James the Less feared that Paul, with his accustomed ardour, might attempt
to root out those unsound judaizing tendencies in no few Christians of Jewish
origin, who did not act out of disobedience to the Church, rather out of pride
ofrace,and hat i n the face of Apostle Paul
to separate themselves from the true
to his judaizing tendency, not yet completely rooted out, for which he had
been corrected on some occasidny theMost Holy Virgin Mary. While it
is true that James the Less zealously taught to all that the Gospel Law was
the sole one necessary for salvation, and that levitical worship and rites were
useless, nevertheless on civil and social grounds he gedtio espect the
practice of circumcision and other rites by Christians of Jewish origin,
believing that their perseverance anoi
made easier; all of which implied certain laxness in no few religious and
faithful of theChurchof Christ in Jerusalem.

3. To avoid all those setbacks, James the Less, supported by other judaizing
Bishops, though knowing that he sinned very grievoushgdilised Paul
that he should publicly manifest his fidelity to the Law of Moses by
perfaming cetain rites opposed to Gospel Law. This, then, is what he told
himAaPaul , do what we are going to tel
faithful, men who for some time now have a Nazarite vow. Take them with
you, purify yourself with them in the telejpmakethe offering demanded by
Moses, so that their heads be shaved, and in this way all will know that
whatever they heard of you being opposed to certain levitical rites is false;
and that, on the contrar jotheywods, cont i
Jame the Less counselled Paul that he should go with four of the faithful to
the jewish temple in Jerusalem, feigning that he too had a Nazarite vow,
made easy by the long hair Paul wore at the time; buy for the five the animals
and other offerings aeanded i Moses, purify himself with them in the
temple, and then go before the levitical priest for the rites of offering and
head shaving, as the Law demanded; publicly giving to understand by this
pretence that he did not oppose jewish traditions, e¢keagh hey ran
counter to Gospel Law. As Paul was so
counsel, the latter made him see the convenience of his assenting, since in
this way his living together with Jews converted to Christianity, and with
other jews, wold be male easier. In order to support further his reasoning,
James the Less reminded Paul how, in Jerusalem Council Il, Gentiles
converted to the Faith of Christ were ordered to abstain from the meat of
animals killed without shedding blood, and from aalitlmood as prescribed



by the Law of Moses, in order to make peaceful coexistence between
Christians of Jewish and of Gentile origin easier.

4. As Paul 6s soul was greatly weaken
di sobedi ence to Go dhiosighsoma prophetsg, iommuni c
which reason he was in Jerusalem against the express desire of the Holy
Ghost, he readily foll owed the other

that by so doing he committed a very grievous sin. So then, on tef26

May inthat yea 57, two days after his arrival in Jerusalem, taking with him
the four men faithful, Paul went to the jewish temple with them to begin the
sham purifications. The five spent seven days in the temple quarters set aside
for purification, feigning tht theydid so because legally they were unclean,
among other reasons, from dealings with the Gentiles. After the
purifications, on the eighth day the five entered the Court of the Israelites,
place in the temple where the rite was performed followindutfiene nt of

the Nazarite vow; and there publicly they handed over to the levitical priest:
five lambs, five sheep, five rams, unleavened bread and other elements to be
offered by the priest, who then proceeded to the shaving of their heads and
other levtical ceemonies. Apostle James the Lessdlising Apostle Paul,

and Paul following his bad counsel, both incurred very grievous sin and gave
public scandal to Christians from gentiledom and to no few Christians from
judaism; moreover, all who activety passiely collaborated in this sham
incurred very grievous sin. Notwithstanding, the two Apostles and the rest
did not incur apostasy, since observance of jewish rites was not yet expressly
forbidden to the Christian faithful, provided they did not &t themvalid

and necessary for salvation.

Chapter XXVI
Rioting jews attempt to kill Paul
Paul 6s | amentable dissembling in the

with it disastrousonsequencespf on that 2d of June in the year 57, when

Paul and his four companions had complied with all the levitical ceremonies
respecting the Nazarite vow, with the five still inside the temple, they were
seen by some jews come from the provincAgia, chieflyfrom the city of

Ephesus, where Paul had suffered persecution some time previously. These
jews stirred up the many others still in Jerusalem for Mosaic pentecost,
denouncing Paul by shoutinf:Men of | srael, come to
manwho everywher@structs everyone against our people, against the Law

of Moses and against the temple; moreover he has brought Gentiles into the
templ e and pr of anleshying that $aulbhadl byougpt! a c e .
Gentiles into the temple, they were meferring eitler to him or to the four

with him in the building, as they were Jews by birth. Rather they referred to
Trophimus of Ephesus, whom they had seen with Paul in Jerusalem,
believing that the Apostle had brought him into the court of the temple



reserved to thgews; for the Ephesians knew that Trophimus was a Gentile,
as he had been in that city as missionary Bishop, though born in Cyprus. On
this pretext the whole multitude of jews inside and outside the temple rose
up; so that forming a riot tlyeseized Paulrad dragged him outside, and then
shut the doors of the edifice so that he could n@nter and thus save his

life, as the shedding of human blood was forbidden inside. In their numerous
accusations against Paul, the jews pointed out tresthgof the Get | | e s 6
contradictory conduct, saying that while they had often heard him preach that
the temple of Jerusalem was a place no longer pleasing to God, and that
jewish rites and ceremonies were inefficacious, now, by feigning to have a
Nazaritevow, he endeasured to pass himself off as an observer of those
levitical traditions, when in reality he was opposed to them.

Chapter XXVII
Paul is arrested by the Roman tribune and taken to the praetorium

While they were attempting to kill Paul, the tribune of the Roman cohort
was warned that all Jerusalem was in uproar. He immediately took centurions
and soldiers and ran out to where they were maltreating thelépdten
the ews saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stoppéedting Paul. Then
the tribune, coming up to Paul, arrested him and ordered him to be bound
with two chains, then asking him who he was and what had he done.
However, as some in that immf people shated one thing and others
another, the tribune, seeing that he could ascertain nothing because of the
tumult, and that Paul was in very grave danger, ordered him to be taken to
the fortress Antonia. On reaching the steps of the praetoriufinegdhe
solders had to carry Paul on their shoulders because of the violence of the
people, who followed him shoutingodit:L et hi m di e! 0o

Chapter XXVIII
Paul s di scourse before the

1. When Paul was just at the point of entering the fortress to be imprisoned,
he said to the tribunét Wi | | you give me | ebeve to
repliedi Can you by chance speak Greek? AT
who a few days agarovoked a revib with four thousand robbers, and then
withdrew with t hRaoglsaidiniothomfiit hei deseout RO
Jew, citizen of Tarsus, a noble city of Cilicia; but | request that you let me
speak t o Gihealegveby thd tdne,dPaul made sign with his
hand from one of the steps of the stairway up to the gate of the edifice, stairs
by which Christ had gone up and come down in His trial before Pilate. With
all now silent, Paul, in the Hebrew tongue, began his discourse gsayin
among otherttings:i Wor t hy br et hr en, | i sten to
of my Wiheeh they lieard him speaking to them in the Hebrew language,
they listened to him in greater silence. Paulgail: am a Jew, born
of Cilicia, but | was edcated in this ity, in the school of Gamaliel, by whom



| was instructed according to the truth of the law of our fathers; and | was

very zealous in the law, as you all are at present. | persecuted to death those

of this new doctrine of Jesus the Nazareregsting and mprisoning men

and women. Witnesses to this are the high priest and all the members of the
sanhedrin, from whom | took letters for the brethren in Damascus with the

aim of going to that city and bringing the Christians resident there back to
Jerusalem asnsoners, for them to be duly punished here. It came to pass,
however, that while on my way, and close to Damascus, at midday | was
surprised by a resounding clap of thunder, and lightning, and in the heavens

saw a great light which suddengynveloped me it its rays, and falling to

the ground, | heard a voice that said
Me ? 6 | asked: OWho are you, Lord?06 T
showed himself to me visiblajmJesuanswer
the Naarene, whom you persecute. Difficult it is for you to withstand the

mi ght of My power. o6 My companions, th
saw Jesus nor heard His own voice. I
do?6 He r epp ane atise a & Setw anandin the service of My

Church; go to Damascus, and there you will be told all that is meet for you

to do. 6 As the brilliance of t hat m
companions took me by the hand, mounted me upon my hdrgeided me

to Damascus. There, a disciple of Jesus, Bishop Ananias, a just and upright

man in accordance with the Law of God and the Gospel spirit, his virtues
acknowledged not only by Christians but even by the jews themselves,
coming by order of the Ldrto where | wa, laid his hands upon me and

said: o6Saul, my brother, the Lord Jes
which you came to Damascus, has sent me so that you recover your sight
and be further strengthened flllyy t he
recoveredny si ght . He then said: 6The God
and Jacob chose you so that you might know His will, see the Righteous One,

hear the voice of His mouth and be His witness before men of the things you
have seen asadtomeiad di.tdi dre: 0And now, r
receive the Sacrament of Baptismd Af"
returned to Jerusalem, while | was praying in the Cenacle or first Christian
Temple, | fell into ecstasy and saw the Lord Jesusfi@lary and Magsty,

who said to me: O6Make haste and | eave
not only reject your testimony as toc
repl i ed: oOLord, they themsel ves Kno\

persecuted those whbelieved in ¥u, that | put them into prison, and as

well brought them to the synagogues where | had them scourged, and
ordered them to blaspheme against You; besides, when the blood of Your
witness and martyr Stephen was shed, | was present, and axh&eitf and

m nded the garments of those who kil



away from Jerusalem, because | shall send you out to evangelize faraway
nations. 060

2. Up to this point they had paid attention to Paul; but suddenly the
multitude of jews, raising thewoices, criedouti Ri d t he worl d o
such as this, because i Astheyscomimued r i g h't
howling out, furiously rendingheir garments and throwing up handfuls of
dirt into the air, the tribune ordered Paul to be takemeghe fortress, for
him to be scourged and tortured in the dungeon, to find out in this way why
they shouted out against him so much. Paul, who wabatihd with chains,
then said to the centurion who was presént:s it | awf ul for y
aRoman citizen wit houtWhéndhe centgrionthearde d hi
this he went and warned the tribune, sayingonsi der what you
todo,be ause this man iSetheariblRe camenupandt i z e
asked Paulii Te | | me , aretiyoand Reoepliedna e s c |
a m. To which the tribune repliedi | t cos't me a great d
obtain the privPdulsgdtohni Weil 1i, zé¢énsam p.n
b i r tOn.héaring this, those about to torture him moved away, since,
according to the law of the empire, a Roman citizen could not be smburg
without previous trial. Even the tribune himself became fearful for having
ordered him to be bound, so that he had him unchained. The following day,

3rd of June, desiring to know farertain what it was that Paul was accused
of by the jews, the tribunerdered the members of the sanhedrin to assemble
before the praetorium or fortress Antonia, with the aim of presenting him
before them that same day.

Chapter XXIX
Padls appearance bef or e tPhaukatngd Fotygewsswearf t
neither to eat nor drink until they kill Paul. The soldiers take Paul from the fortress and conve
Antipatris. Paul is taken to Caesarea Maritime

1. On the & of June in the year 57, the sanhedrin prestethiquitous
high priest Ananias having assembled before fortress Antonia, Paul was
presented before the council in the very place where Christ had been judged
by Pontius Pilate. Thegostle, gazing at the members of the sanhedrin, said
to them:i T o dayhlih@ve always acted with upright conscience before
G o d t¢hereby giving them to understand that they had no reason for
accusing him of profaning the temple of Jerusalem. In boastinigis
rectitude, Paul was lying in public, since he was conscioubasing
of fended God by his di ssemb-tefencg i n t
so irritated iniquitous high priest Ananias, that he ordered one of his
ministers to strike the Apostten the mouth. At that humiliation Paul cursed
the levitical high priessayingih God wi I | stri ke you, wh
who arrogate authority to judge me according to the Law of Moses, do you
command me to be st rToosekpreserhare asketd t hat



PauiiDo you dare cur se f(Tdtes Paul gdiied:pr i est
ABrethren, I did not know that he is
written in the Book of Henoch: Do no
Paul 6s c cthd sachedrirowad ful of ambiguity and dissembling.

For though thé\postle, owing to his natural impetuosity, after being struck
cursed Ananias and called him a hypocrite, subsequently, to safeguard
himself from possible harm from the sanhedrin, noy @nétended to deny

that he knew the levitical high priest, but, irdamn, feigned to rectify the
malediction he had hurled; which could have been understood by those
present as though he acknowledged impious Ananias to be high priest of the
Most High;and Paul well knew that his was a false authority. Here we see

how Apcstle Paul, who trusting in himself had come to Jerusalem prepared

to die for Christ, when the moment of truth arrived, had recourse including

to lies in order cowardly to save his lifwhen it was the time to confess

before that antchurch or church of&an, ruled by wicked Ananias, that the

true Church was the one founded by Our Lord Jesus Christ and ruled by His
Vicar Pope Peter. Paul, seeing that he had not succeeded by his ambiguit

and dissembling in placating the antagonistic attitude of Ananiddshisn
sanhedritic council towards him, had recourse for that purpose to another
ruse unworthy of his status as Apostle of Christ. For Paul, knowing that one

part of the sanhedritic memiseassembled there were sadducees and another

part pharisees, said olaud to the sanhedritic councit Br et hr e n, I
pharisee, the son of pharisees; and the reason | am being judged is because

of my hope in the r ésowerrtodreethimeelf o f t
cowardly from the clutches of the sanhedrin, Paul distadriy saying he

belonged to the pharisee sect; for while it is true that before his conversion

he had been so, he now had nothing to do with that abominable sect. By these
words he broght the pharisees into conflict with the sadducees, who denied

the resirrection of the flesh, the existence of angels and the immortality of

the soul, while the pharisees affirmed the contrary. The argument between
both groups was so violent that the salrive became divided into two

factions; to the point where, followinggreat uproar, there were pharisees

fal)

who defended Paul saying:We f i nd no evi l I n this
knows whet her some spirit lothiswaygel m é
thephari sees, further to contrauwict th

even pretending to admit as true what Paul had related the previous day
regarding his heavenly visions, like the one on the way to Damascus. Hence
the pharisees said to the saddudkata spirit or an angel could have spoken

to him, referring here ta blessed soul or an angelic spirit. Though Paul
sinned most grievously by his lying, ambiguity and vacillation, he did not
incur any apostasy, since no express ecclesiastical lawxisted that
anathematized and expelled from the Church those Chastiano pretended



to be pharisees. Besides, Paul had no intention of denying Christ or His
Church.

2. In spite of opinions being divided within the sanhedrin due to the great
dissension dween its members, the tribune, fearing that they might kill
Paul, or@red the soldiers to remove him from their midst and bring him into

fortress Antonia. On that sam&®f June, at night, when Paul found himself
in prison in the praetorium, Christ, hiy irate and with whip in hand,
appeared to himand sail:Paul , this very day you h
exchange for your life, acting worse than the merchants whbeinday, |
expelled from the Temple. You would not have fallen so low if youdead b
docile to the warnings the Holy Ghost gave you through several of His
trustworthy prophets, whom you know well. When the hour comes to give
testimony to your Faith, P&utrust more in Divine Providence, which will
not fail you, than in your own strengh P@aul , terri fied at
sincerely repentant, begged His pardon and offered to give his life for Him,
if such were His pleasure. The Lord, before taking lese, pleased with
the Apostl e of thefnBentiolhads@jusbdsf breicn
you gave worthy testimony to Me in Jerusalem yesterday, it is proper that
you do s o i ngiviRgdhimeo sarraisewat inthis ¢city he would
crown hs apostolate by martyrdom.

3. As the jews did not desist from their aggressivengasst Paul, the

following day, the # of June, at first light, forty of them conspired and

swore under pain of malediction that they would neither eat nor drink until

they had killed Paul. To carry out their proposal, they presented themselves
before thesanhedritic council and said:We have bound our se
pain of malediction to eat no food and drink no water until we have killed

Paul. Now then, all you have to aonotify the tribune asking him to have

Paul brought tomorrow to the place whereuyassemble, alleging that you

wish to ascertain something more clearly from him. We will be waiting ready

to kil him befor e hButasonwrof RdeGs asti swheer
came to know of the conspiracy plotted against him, and so entereddortre
Antonia and warned the Apostle, his uncle, who calling one of the
centurions, said to himh Take this boy to the tri
somet hi ng The youbeled by the cemtudon, went in to where

the tribune was, to whom the centurionds& The pri soner Paul
me to bring into your presence this
The tribune, holding the HKHdNatthavear m, |
you t o Hexdpliedimieh?ed | ews have conspired
you take Paul to the council of the sanhedrin on the pretext of making further
investigations about him; but you should not believe it, because forty men,

with great oathshave made a vow not to eat or drink until they have killed

him, and arenowready o put i t The tnbure baald faremeltta o

the youth, ordering him to tell no one that he had given him this warning.



4. The tribune, Claudius Lysias by namerfieg that the jews would seize
and kill Paul and afterwards falsely claim that heesvan accomplice to the
death of the Apostle for having handed him over for a bribe, summoned two
centurions and told thenii A t about 9 at ni ght have
infantry, seventy horsemen and two hundred lancers to go to Caesarea
Maritime. Harness munts so that Paul be led on horseback before
Procurator Feli x wit h&tuthe saane yimednanger
tribune wrote a letter to the procurator in the follogvterms:i C| audi us
Lysias, to excellent Procurator Felix, greetings: | send yasi tan called
Paul who had been seized by the jews; | came with my soldiers and freed him
when he was about to be killed by them, and | have received word that he is
a Roma citizen. Wishing to inform myself of the crime they impute to him, |
assembled theanhedrin and presented him before this council. There |
found out that he is accused in matters of their law, without having
committed any crime worthy of death or prisétaving been warned that
the jews have schemed fresh plots against him, | sentb lyiou. | have told
the sanhedrin to go to Caesarea Maritime if they wish to lodge an appeal,
and to present their accusations agai

5. On thedth of June in the referred year 57, round about 9 at night, the
soldiers brought &ul out of fortress Antonia and led him to the town of

Antipatris. The following day, % of June, he was taken to Caesarea
Maritime accompanied by the mounted soldiersthet the other soldiers
returned to Jerusalem. Apostle Paul, with the escort qugahiin, arrived at
Caesarea Maritime the following day and was presented before Procurator
Felix, to whom they handed the letter from the tribune of Jerusalem. After
the pocurator had read the letter, he asked Paul what province he was from.
Paul said thahe was from Cilicia; and as he moreover sought to present
allegations in his own favour, the procurator, not wishing to listen at that
moment, saidi | wi | | Quanmnte nceu wabhren yomur acc.l
the meantime he ordered Paul to be guardetHenr od6s praet or |
Caesarea Maritime in the form of protective custody, since no crime at all
had been imputed to him, and besides he ran grave risk without thecagilan
of the Roman authority.

6. Paul 6s appearance at atordelx sincevoul d
King Herod Agrippa Il had left for Rome that same year, and would not
return until the year 59.

Chapter XXX
Paul is judged in Prodaratéri x s court. Ananias and
present their acamsafigainst Paul. Paul speaks of the Christian Faith to Felix and
Drusilla

1. At the end of five days, that is, on thethlof June in the year 57,
iniquitous high priest Ananias, with several members of the sanhedrin,



accompanied by a lawyer named Tertulian, arrived in Caesarea Maritime and
presented themselves befoProcurator Felix to act against Paul. The
Apostle having been called before the court, Tertulian began his accusation,
sayingih Thanks t o ‘el we eneyxgeeat pdas,nahd by your
providence suitable reforms have been made in this nagomedying many
disorders. We acknowledge this always and everywhere and we offer you all
kinds of thanksgiving. As we do not wish to trouble you undulyskvéhat

you hear us with your accustomed humanity for a few brief moments. We
have learned that thisian is a corrupter who stirs up sedition against the
jews and is head of the sect of the Nazarenes. He tried as well to profane the
temple of Jerusalem; @nhaving seized him we wished to judge him
according to our law. Tribune Lysias coming up, howewdth great
violence wrenched him from our grasp, ordering that his accusers go to you.
Examining him as judge, you yourself will be able to ascertain ttk of

al | the things ofAnankas andhthewnembars afthes e hi
sanhedrin accompanyrhim confirmed what Tertulian said, testifying it all

to be true.

2. At a sign from the procurator that he should speak, Paul did so in these
terms:i K n ogiinat for many years you have been judge of this people, |
will speak with confidence in my defenéor you can easily ascertain that
not more than twelve days ago | went up to Jerusalem to adore. And that
neither in the temple nor in the city nor ireteynagogues was | to be found
disputing with anyone, nor provoking sedition among the people enei#m
they allege proof of the things of which they now accuse me. | confess before
you that, following a doctrine which they consider heretical and sectar
serve my Father and God, believing everything written in the Law and in the
Prophets, with th same hope as they concerning the resurrection of the just
and the unjust. Hence | always try to keep my conscience clear before God
and man. Now, after mg years, | came to my people to bring alms and fulfil
my offerings and vows. | was engaged inwhen some jews from the region
of Asia found me purifying in the temple, but without disturbance or causing
uproar, and it is they who should appear befgoe and be my accusers, that
is if they have anything to allege against me. Let the same ones who no
accuse me, however, state if they found some crime in me when | appeared
before the sanhedrin in full, unless they consider as such the declaration |
madei n t heir presence, when | sai d: 0
because of my hope intheresutrdc o n o f Pabl enadd ieckear that 0
as from his arrival in Jerusalem he had only stayed in the city for twelve
days, not yet complete; two days which he had spent residing in the
Carmelite convents, seven in the jewish temple purifying hineetf,three
in the hands of the Roman authorities; by which he sought to demonstrate
that he had not had time to provoke the sedition of which he was accused
Not withstanding, Paul 6s decl aration



ambiguity, dissemblingamimi ssi on, evidencing the

the danger of them killing him; since, by publicly saying that he had come
to Jerusalem to adore, by thestricted form of expression, those who heard
his declaration could have understood that he had d¢onderusalem on
pilgrimage to adore God in the temple on the occasion of jewish pentecost,

which had fallen on the 8 of May. While it is true that intéorly the
Apostle was referring to the Cenacle, yet cowardly to remain silent about this
gave the irpression that he had come to the jewish temple for reasons of
worship and piety. Besides, by repeating the same words he uttered days
previously before theanhedritic commission in Jerusalégimt, he r eas on
being judged is because of my hope intherreste ct i on @&ul t he
was again expressing himself as if he were still a member of the pharisee
sect, and for that reason was being persecuted adgddiven that iniquitous

high priest Ananias and some of the sanhedrin there accusing him were
mosty sadducees, and as such denied the resurrection of the dead.

3. Paul, then, in his declaration before Procurator Felix made no clear and
determinant profgsion of his Faith in the Church founded by Our Lord Jesus
Christ; rather, by his form of expressjayave his testimony in the manner
of a practising jew; even though he said, referring to Christianity, that he
served his Father and God according to atrdue the jews treated as
heretical and sectarian, as he did not mention either the Name of Christ o
His Gospel; and, on the contrary, limited himself to mentioning God, the
Law and the Prophets, as would someone professing judaism; ideology
which he seerd to identify with the Christian Faith when he also said that
he, like the jewish pharisees, hopedod and in the resurrection of the just
and sinners. Paul, by his manner of expression, also presented himself as if
he were a zealous observer of jewiaWv by speaking about the offerings,
vows and purification he had made in the temple. Even thaugtrue that
Paul acted thus out of cowardice, without any intention of denying the Faith
of Christ or the Church founded by Him, this does not excussbbisninable
weakness, since he had the grave obligation to confess the Gospel truth
publicly, and did not; above all as he, with presumption, had come to
Jerusalem willing to die for this cause and had been severely corrected by
the Divine Master.

/

4. Procu at or Fel i x, knowi ng that t he | e
owing to his faith in Christ, and &l the crimes of corruption and sedition
they imputed to him were false, and that Paul was therefore innocent,
preferred not to make any ruling, and deféitee case saying to afl: Wh e n
tribune Lysias comes | gwingltodurdgrstaadnt y o u

that he needed to inform himself further on the case through Lysias.
Procurator Felix detained Apostle Paul in the praetorium at Caesarea
Maritime, and ordered a centurion to keep due watch over him so that
nothing happen to him, that his vigilanbe not too strict, and not to forbid



any of his own to enter and assist him. By this he allowed Christians to visit
Paul, and he could even go out on saroeasions, though always escorted

by soldiers for his greater protection. Seven days later, that the 11 of

June in the year 57, Procurator Felix, with his concubine Drusilla, a jewess,
returned to the praetorium after a short journey. Felix sumshd’aul and

listened to him speak on the Faith of Jesus Christ. As the Apostle spoke of
justice, clastity and the judgment to come, however, Felix aghast said:
AEnough for now. Wit hdr aw. Shoul d it
a g a i Neithér Felix no his concubine were able to reap any benefits from

Paul 6s teaching; an fbrPauhom segehal otchsonsp r o c u
and spoke with him, it was with the intention of obtaining money from the
Apostle in exchange for his consideration towaras. iRaul was to remain

in the praetorium or herodian palace at Caesarea Maritime for the space of

two further years, under the surveillance of the Roman authorities, awaiting

the return from Rome of King Herod Agrippa Il, to be judged by a
bicephalous triboal.

Book IV
From the Transit of the Most Holy Virgin Mary
to the conclusionofthepost |l esd mi ssion on e

Chapter |
The Virgin Mary appears to the Apostles to tell them to be in Jerusalem on a givel
Peter visiPaul in prison at Caesarea Maritime. Peter arrives in Jerusalem followin
apostolate in other towns of Israel. Arrival of thédefpestes i

1. After Paul had been conveyed to Caesarea Maritime by the Roman
tri buneds s o llydirg;nMary, who hagl retien $otone dHfahe
convents in Bethany on account of 't he
to the Cenacle accorapied by Her sisters Mary Cleophas and Mary Salome
and by Apostle John. On coming to learn through James theofdkse
recent lamentable happenings, She maternally corrected this Apostle for the
scandal that both he and Paul had given by the purificatieows and
offerings in the jewish temple. James the Less asked pardon of the Exalted
Lady for his erroneous casel to Paul on the observance of those jewish
rites, acknowledging that if he had sought guidance from Her beforehand he
would have had lighto act more wisely.

2. The Most Holy Virgin Mary, who ardently desired that the other

Apostles be in Jerusalemrfthe 180 of July that year 57, began appearing
to each of them, commencing with Peter, communicating to them Her will.
All were greatly conded by these apparitions; very especially Apostle Paul,
who now, in the solitude of his forced reclusion, furthegonsidered the
gravity of his past dissembling and judaizing actions, weeping bitterly over
them. Pope Peter, on his return journey to Jdeas, following his apostolate
through the land of Israel, as likewise Antioch and other places in Syria,



passedhrough Caesarea Maritime uto visit Apostle Paul in prison, who
directly informed the Pope of all his conflicts with the sanhedrin and the
othe jews. Peter comforted him in his trials, exhorting him to be much more
steadfast and prudent in the future.l&wing this paternal visit, Pope Peter

continued his journey on to Jerusalem, arriving there on tieoc8Qune in

the same year 57. The othé@postles: Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, Thaddeus, Simon and Matthias, with their respective
retinues, also consecutively arrived at the city during the first fifteen days of

July; so that, on the #8of the month, feast of Carmel, all veepresent in
the Cenacle. Furthermore, many other disciples came from the different
missions, on receiving as Weih diverse manners, the news of the Divine
Ladyos wish. Though the Apostl es mad:eé
ordinary means atthetti s posal , Godbs speci al pr o
them, according to their needs, so that their travellingnagle easier.
Regarding Paul, while it is true that Procurator Felix would have allowed
him to go to Jerusalem on bail with the required precasit the Most Holy
Virgin Mary, however, in Her apparition to the Apostle, after maternally
reprehending him fohis past errors, and he asking Her pardon, counselled
him not to leave Caesarea Maritime for the time being.

3. The main reason the Mostoly Virgin Mary now assembled the
Apostles and many others in Jerusalem was so they might be present at the
mystery & Her Gentle Dormition and Assumption into Heaven, and at
Jerusalem Council 11l

Chapter Il
Peter announces to the other Apostles the reason for their being summoned to Je
The Divine Mary gives Her last exhortations amsittmtadddaven

1. On the 18 of July in that year 57, Apostle Peter, as HeathefChurch,
assembled the Apostles, disciples and disciplesses and the other faithful in
the Cenacle at Jesalem and said to thei:My dear chil dren ar
the Lord has summoned and brought us to Jerusalem from very remote
places not without sens cause, and of supreme grief for us. His Majesty,
Our Lord and God Jesus Christ, wishes to take His Mass<®id Mother,
the Virgin Mary, Our Mistress, Consolation and Help to the throne of His
eternal glory, and it is Her desire too that we all be présa Her most
happy and gl oThoughit s trué that allsthe tApostles knew
from the lips of tle Divine Mary that one of the reasons for gathering them
in Jerusalem was the imminence of Her departure from this world,
nevertheless, on hearilpet er 6 s wor ds they were mo
tears.

2. During the four weeks prior to this most sublime taggs Most Holy
Mary dedicated Herself to imparting Her last maternal teachings and sapient
counsels to the Apostles and to the other friars anthéonuns of the



Carmelite Order present in Jerusalem. She organized everything in such a
way that all mightprepare themselves with special prayers, penances and
instructions from Herself, since She wished them to be well fortified for
when She would beome. She also exhorted them to prudence; since, on
account of Paul 6s r ec entthe otteenjgdws ofct s w
Jerusalem, there was greater aggressiveness on the part of those enemies
against the Church of Christ. It was necessary, thanalhbe recollected,
and thus as well prepare the matters to be dealt with at the Third Ecumenical
Councilo f Jerusal em, to be celebrated s
Assumption. In this preparatory phase of the Third Council, the Most
Blessed Lady oented the Apostles and disciples on the most urgent
doctrinal needs to be dealt with.

3. The Transit of thé/lost Holy Virgin Mary embraces three absolutely
inseparable mysteries in perfect harmony: that of Her Immortality, that of
Her Gentle Dormition anthat of Her Glorious Assumption into Heaven;
hence the ternii t r a nnsaiyt obe used equalGentle t o ex
Dormition as well as Her Glorious Assumption into Heaven.

Chapter I
Gentle Dormition of the Most Holy Virgin Mary

1. The Gentle Dormition of the Most Holy Virgin Mary took paon

Friday the 18 of August in the year 57 in the caltatory She occupied in

the nunso6 convent in Jer usentsecions whi ch
of the Cenacle. When Gentle Dormition came upon the Divine Mary, She

was seventfour years old,twentysix days short of Her seventijth

birthday. Despite this age Her Immaculate accidental Body had not aged,
conserving the same freshnessl dbeauty She possessed at thinee,

without having suffered any change whatsoever. The Divine Maryatid n
experience, then, the effects of the passing years, or of senility or of old age;

so that She had no wrinkles on Her Face or any other pareroYiginal

Body; nor any deterioration, debility or physical frailty at all. The
indescribable beauty andrfonat i on of t he Divine Mar
always stayed utterly perfect from the very moment of Her Immaculate
Conception; but as She was subjet the divine plan to natural bodily

growth, these exceptional qualities of Her Body revealed themselves in
accord with age; becoming stable at thittyee years of age, so that from

then on Maryods | mmacul ate accident al
and most perfect as if She were thittyee years of age.

2. On Friday the 18 of August in the year 57, tHexalted Mother of the
Church, desiring that Her children there present might participate in the most
sublime event of Her glorious Dormition, dited Pope Peter to celebrate
Holy Mass in the celbratory She occupied in the Cenacle convent. This
privatechamber of the Divine Mary was designed in such a way that, besides



holding a determinate number of persons, by opening doors and windows the
interior could be seen from other quarters. At exactly midday on that

memorable 18 of August in the year 57, PepPeter celebrated Holy Mass

on the altar of the Exalted Mother
Apostles being present at this ceremony, thia®aul, John, Andrew, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the Less, Thaddeus, Simon and
Matthias. Am st |l e Paul 6s presence at this su
Saint Cediel momentarily removing him from prison at Caesarea Maritime,
without aryone noticing his absence, and bringing him to the Cenacle in
Jerusalem so that he could be present at tilé&sBormition and Burial of

the Most Holy Virgin Mary. Also assisting at the Eucharistic Sacrifice
celebrated by Peter were the missionary diesiptome from their
assignments, as likewise the other friars and nuns from the convents of
Jerusalem and Bahy, and some tertiary faithful as well. Those
congregated there included Mary Cleophas, Mary Salome, Mary Magdalen,
Martha, Bishop Lazarus, anddBiops Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea and
Gamaliel. Also present were the interplanetary Apostles Elias, Heamt

Moses. During Holy Mass, Peter administered Holy Communion to the
Divine Mary and to all those present, and at the end solemnly imparted the
papal blessing.

3. After Peter had finished Holy Mass, the Divine Mary pronounced the
following words: i My lovee children, | have you ever in My soul and
inscribed in My heart, where | love you tenderly with the charity and love
My Most Holy Son commuited to Me. By His Holy and Eternal will, | am
going to the heavenly mansions where as Mother | promiseve Yau
present in the clearest light of the Divinity. To you | entrust the Church, the
exaltation of the Holy Name of the Most High, the spreadfrigvangelical
Law, the esteem for and appreciation of the words of My Most Holy Son, the
memory of His LifeDeath and Resurrection, and the observance of all His
doctrine. Love Holy Church, My children, and wholeheartedly love one
another with that bondf charity and peace which your Divine Master ever
taught you. To you, Peter, My predilect son and Holy Fpritientrust
Apostl e John My beloved son dahed al |
words of the Most Sapient and Divine Mistress, like arrondiahe fire,
penetrated the hearts of all the Apostles and others present; who, moved and
immersed in a floo@f tears and bitterest grief at the imminent separation
from their beloved Heavenly Mother, fell to their knees accepting the divine
will. Sweetes Mary, unable to resist such bitter and justified weeping by Her
children, wept with them as well. Afterward at the Exalte
indication, all prayed in silence. While they enjoyed this peaceful calm, the
Divine Word made Man on a throne of ineffaldlory descended from
Heaven, accompanied by the Angelic Choirs and the rest of the Blessed, and
the house bthe Cenacle filled with glory. Most Holy Mary adored Her



Divine Son, kissing His feet with deepest humility. He blessed His Divine
Mother, and irthe presence of allsaidtoH&rMy dear est Mot her
has now come when You are to pass from tt@ddi the glory of the Father

and Mine, where at My right hand is prepared for You the seat which You
will enj oy fAlsorbecanteiblethedctemal Rather, the Holy

Ghost, Joseph Most Holy, Saint Anne and Saint Joachim. Shortly before Her
Dormition, Most Holy Mary, who was kneeling before the throne of Her

Di vine Son, rested Her Most Pure and
Lap; andorofoundly rapt up in the fire of divine love was immersed in Gentle

Dormition at exactly 3 in the afternoam that Friday the B of August in
the year 57. The Most Pure and Immaculate Head of Mary stayed resting in
Her Di vi ne Son 0 ses.|Aathe efdoof thissbeef period mi n u t
Maryods sl eeping Sacred Body was pl ace
which was mysteriously erellished by them. Afterwards, the Most Holy
Trinity, the Angelic Choirs, the other Blessed and the three interplanetary
Apostles Elias, Henoch and Moses all disappeared. From the sleeping
Immaculate Body of the Divine Mary, gloriously transfigured, theseieéd
heavenly resplendence and indescribable aromas which inundated the area.
All those present there, though in diversgikes of clarity and intensity of
vision, had been favoured with the visible presence of the Most Holy Trinity,
the Angelic Choirsthe other Blessed and the three interplanetary Apostles;
and all had heard the jubilant hymns of the heavenly spiritspreised God
and extolled the greatness of Mary.

4 . For the duration of the Divine |
elements of HeMost Pure Person remained united: Her Soul, Her essential
Body and Her accidental Body, as none of the three ever sepanatémm
another . From the very instant of Mal
Divine Soul was freed forever from the passiblatest Her Immaculate
essential Body continued to participate in the beatific joy of Her Soul; and at
the same time Her Sogbntinued to animate Her Immaculate accidental
Body, communicating natural life to it, though that Body was insentient,
deprived of 8 physical activity and lacked participation in the beatific joy
of the Soul. Though Mar yoverfrencticel dent a
passible state from the very instant of Her Gentle Dormition, so that Her sole
state was the glorious one, yet the Imaolate accidental Body continued
externally to show certain passible qualities, for example weight, since it was
convenienthat She appear thus before the Apostles and the other members
of the Church until She was Assumed into Heaven. The Gentle Dormition
the Most Holy Virgin Mary redounded, in diverse manner, in unspeakable
joy for the whole universe. The sun, full of lurosity, suddenly began to
gyrate with indescribable agility and beauty in the firmament, causing
astonishment to those who contemgththe prodigy. Furthermore, as the
sublime light and aroma emanating from the sleeping Body of the Divine



Mary spreadoutsde t he Cenacl e buil ding, no f
gathered at the edifice in surprise and admiration. The Dormition of the
Divine CoReparatrix and G&edemptrix gave rise to a goodly number of
conversions, both in Jerusalem and in other places.

5. Pope Peter, the other eleven Apostles, Mary Cleophas and Mary Salome
and all the others present in the Cenacle, unaware of MbsyHoMar y 6 s st
of Gentle Dormition, believed Her to be truly dead. Hence they resolved to
give Her burial and obtain theecessary civil licence to do so.

Chapter IV
Maryds sl eeping Body i s GdardaerkoeQlive$ r om t

At exactly 4 in the fiernoon on that Friday the #Bof August in the year
57, Maryds Most Pure accidental sl eertg
essential Body, was taken from the Cenacle in Jerusalem along the way to
the Garden of Olives to receive burial. The funeratpssion was organized
in this way: first the men tertiaries, followed by the women tertiaries and
then the nuns; next, twelvesdiples carried on their shoulders Mary Most
Holy sleeping on Her wooden bed, followed by Pope Peter, Apostle Paul to
his rightand Apostle John to his left; and behind, the other nine Apostles and
the remaining men religious of the Carmelite Order. Altdregway no few
of Jerusal emods i nhabitants j oi ned t
mysterious force, others by irresistible cgitg. The funeral procession took
the following route: from the Cenacle they went to the Ophel district and
then, leaving the ty by the Fount Gate, they went down to the Cedron
Valley. Then they followed the road from south to north between Cedron
brookand the city walls. Once close to
crossed the small bridge over the Cedron, thus arradrilge grotto known
today as the Sepulchre of the Virgin. Innumerable miracles were wrought as
the Divine Mary passed by in Hetate of Gentle Dormition, as many sick
were cured, and no few Jews and Gentiles were enlightened in the Faith of
Christ, acknowedging their errors and asking forgiveness for their sins.
Besides, as Maryod6s Most Pure lghtci dent
and fragrance, the company of people forming the procession, and those who
witnessed its passage, manifested their astoreat and admiration. God
disposed everything so marvellously that the jews most obstinate in
perversity and hostility towardee Christians became as it were paralysed
in their detestation of Christods Chu
obstructthe ceremonies of that majestic funeral; during which the demons
too found their seducing power on earth greatly diminished Lacifer in
addition found himself utterly impotent in his malignant activity. Many were
the other prodigious signs which theod High wrought in Heaven and on
earth while the Divine Mary was conveyed from the Cenacle to the



sepulchre; and nofewof Jeral e mé6s popul ati on wer e a
mul titude of Angels who appeared up c

Chapter V
Arri val of the funeral cort ge at th
placed on the morstamng.
On their return to the Cenacle, Thomas departs and leaves Jerusalem

1. At 5.30 in the afternoon on that Friday théM& August in the year 57,
the funeral cortege conveying tbavine Mary in Her Sublime Dormition
arrived at the sepulchre grotto in the Valley of Josaphat, beside the Garden
of Olives. Te t wel ve Apostles brought Maryéo
into the grotto, and at 5.45 pm laid It on the mortuary stone prefmardc
purpose. Many of the cortege were present at the moving scene, occupying
a place of preference: Mary Cleophas, Maryo8w, Mary Magdalen,

Martha, Lazarus, Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, Gamaliel, Agabus and
Seraphia. While the angelic choirs easingly sang the glories of Mary, all

those attending, before leaving the sepulchre, with holy emotion and profuse
weeping reveenced the Divine Lady in Her state of Dormition, though
believing Her to be dead. All hearts were overcome by inexpressihle joy
together with inevitable grief on feeling themselves orphaned. This moving
ceremony ended at 6 in the evening, when the bgrtato was closed and

sealed. Shortly afterwards Apostle Paul was taken back to the prison in
Caesarea Maritime by ministry ckr c hang el Saint Cedi e
sublime Dormition, the members of the Church felt themselves to be more
intimately united to Bpe Peter, Vicar of Christ and Vicar of Mary too; in
whose papal paternity he encompasses
Most Divine Founder and the Maternity of her Divine-Eoundress. By
disposition of Pope Peter, turns of watch were arranged sadhanuous

prayer before the sepulchre not be lacking, thus to honour the Divine Mary

laid there. At 6.15 pm the eleven Apest| part of the disciples and a goodly

number of the faithful returned to their different occupations in Jerusalem.

2. When theywere in the Cenacle, Apostle Thomas, who had attended the
ceremony of Divine Maryds buddenlgl , set
feeling perturbed and distressed, for he saidto hinisdlft i s | mpossi &
deat h have do nlihomasihen, io hiscustoagyrmaroa for
analysing everything, holding fast to his own criteria and without the help of
prayer, attemptk to reconcile the excellence and grandeur of the Divine
Mary with the belief that She were dead, when he ought humbly to éfave |
the clarification of that sublime mystery in the hands of God, as did Pope
Peter and all the others. Such was the confukiemlevil sowed in his mind
that Thomas, plunged into profound desolation, crestfallen and pensive, took
advantage of an occasi®o leave the Cenacle unseen at 7.15 pm that same

13th of August in the year 57. He then departed from Jerusalem without






